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Winter 

2019 

A Message from the Mayor 

Seems like the year is now made up of 11 
months…not sure how it happened that January is 
behind us already and the sub-zero temperatures! 
Whew!  

 

Gold Rush - Consequently, the Gold Rush       
committee has two citizen openings on the        
committee that need to be filled. If you have an   
interest in serving on the committee, we meet the 
2

nd
 Monday of every month, 6 PM at City Hall. It’s a 

great opportunity to serve the community in a fun 
event and be involved directly with the Downtown 
Oronoco Gold Rush Days the 3

rd
 weekend in      

August. Please contact me or Carol Olson         
(367-2111), if interested. Thanks. 

 

Water and Sewer – The committee is actively 
working with the Minnesota Pollution Control   
Agency (MPCA) to obtain the necessary permits 
for the regional wastewater treatment plant and 
discharge into the Middle Fork of the Zumbro     
River. We are hopeful that the permit process can 
move through smoothly, and the Public Finance 
Authority (PFA) will start to release the $2.5 million 
that was appropriated by the legislature in 2018, so 
Stantec can begin the design work of the collection    
system and wastewater treatment plant.  

      Cont. 



The committee will be working with our local legislatures to 
obtain the remaining $600,000 needed for the design work 
that was not appropriated in 2018 in the 2019 bonding bill, 
should there be one this legislative session. 

I would like to thank Lori Neu for participating on the Water 
& Sewer committee. Her insight and participation on the 
committee will be missed. Thank you Lori.  

The Water & Sewer committee will have an opening that 
will need to be filled. Please contact me or City Hall if              
interested. The committee meets the 2

nd
 Tuesday every 

month at 6:30 PM. Thank you. 

 

Fire Department and First Responders – I would like to 
thank our Fire Department and First Responders for their 
many hours of service for the City of Oronoco, that they do 
for us! Your effort, time, and experience is appreciated. 
Thank you! The city is grateful for the families of the fire 
fighters and 1

st
 responders with their support when they are 

away from their families – thank you!  

 

2019 Volunteer Initiative – I would like to offer a challenge 
for everyone to consider attending a committee or council 
meeting in 2019! I recognize your time is very precious for 
families with school, church, and other outside activities.     
It‘s a great opportunity to hear what is happening in the city 
and you never know, it might trigger some community      
involvement participation! Please consider giving back to 
the community. Thank you! 

Spring is around the corner and hope to see you out and 
about, maybe in our parks!  

Please give me a call if you have any questions or               
comments. My cell phone: 507.993.9045 



 A message from  

Councilor Trish Shields 

 

This weather has been really something! The great news is that the ice 
rink at the community center has been getting a lot of attention. Thank 

you to our Public Works staff for maintaining the rink. The Parks     
committee has also put in a warming shed next to the rink for those 

windy colder days.   

As the snow accumulates, please be careful out there on                      
snowmobiles. Remember to pay attention at crossings, property lines, 

and read up on City Ordinances so you know where you can and can’t be 
in the City. 

Once the weather warms up and the ATV’s /Golf Cart’s start to get some 
use, please stop into City Hall for an ATV/Golf Cart permit. As of 2019, 
permits for ATV’s and Golf Cart’s are now available. It is also a great 

idea to read city ordinance as there have been changes. For any        
questions, you may contact City Hall. 

It is that time of year again to get your pet tags. If you are unable to 
make it in during office hours, you may contact City Hall for                  

arrangements. Pet tags are important. With the many dogs in town being 
escape artists, should someone locate your dog, if you are registered with 
the City it will be much easier to get your furry family member back to 

you faster and safely. 

I would also like to thank Beau, Patsy, Linda, and Lori for your time and 
commitment to the committees you served on. You will all be greatly 

missed. 

Please be careful out there with these not so great snow storms still    
rolling in. Enjoy your snow days and get out on the ice! 



DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS 

August 17-19, 2018 
 

The DOGR Committee would like to acknowledge the          
following citizens that have given a lot of hours towards    
working on the Gold Rush Committee –  

Beau Hanenberger, Patsy Matts, and Linda Sorensen.  

The DOGR Committee appreciates the many years of              
volunteering they have given to the Committee. Beau has 
been a past Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the committee, 
Patsy for the many hours of updating our Gold Rush web site, 
as well as being a Vice-Chairman, and Linda for giving 11 
years of support for the committee and the Volunteer           
Coordinator. Their time and efforts where very much            
appreciated! Maybe we will see them in the future                       
volunteering again on the committee or for the big Gold Rush 
weekend in August – Thank you! 
 

2018 Donation Distributions: 

4th of July $7,000 

National Night Out $2,500 
Flowers around the City $200 

Warming house window $200 

Oronoco Food Shelf $1,500 
Oronoco Presbyterian Church $1,500 

Grace Lutheran Church $750 

PI Area Home Services $1,000 
Oronoco VFW $1,200 

Oronoco Fire Department $1,000 

Oronoco 1st Responders $1,800 
Oronoco VFW Auxiliary $1,000 

Oronoco History Center $500 
Oronoco Cemetery Association $300 

Oronoco Senior Center $600 

Boy Scout Pack 69 $100 
Civil Air Patrol $2,000 

Holly Jolly Lighting $100 



 

Water temps 

Please check your water temps periodically. If your water 
temp is below 38, please contact city hall. 

 

Water Tank 

We have been flushing the tank to keep water temps up. 
The water running down the hill by the cemetery is the 

Public Works department flushing the tank. 

Public Works 

 

1st Responder’s  
 

 
We are looking for members, 

applications are on our website. 



The food shelf is busy.  Numbers of visits increases every year.  
We have a lot of older adults with mobility problems and we 
have steps to navigate .  So we've been exploring the options and 
the best solution is a lift to carry folks up and down.  Finding 
funding is the issue.  The cost estimates with carpentry are over 
30,000 dollars.  We are searching for grants and low cost loans 
to try to make this a reality.  If we are unable to raise the funds 
we may have to search for a new facility without stairs.   But 
funding to pay a lease would also be a problem.  So after 10 
years of serving the community without some changes we may 
need to close.  Not the option we want to accept.  

 

Thanks to all the generous gardeners willing to share extra     
produce, our visitors really appreciate it.    

 

We always need more volunteers to staff our open dates, the  
second and fourth Wednesdays each month from 5-7pm. If you 
have computer tech knowledge there are jobs for you as well as 
checking people in.    During the winter we switch hours to       
4-6pm since it gets dark earlier.  That begins with the end of 
daylight savings in November.  

 

Call Lance for volunteering or donations at 507-367-4952. 

Oronoco Food Shelf 



 Oronoco Area History Center 

 

The History Center will be closed January-March for 
the winter months, but we have plans for fresh new 
exhibits of Oronoco History in 2019. During the time 

we are closed please use the contact information    
below if there is any aspect of our city’s history or 

your family’s history you would like to look into. We 
would be glad to talk with you or meet with you at 
the History Center. 

 
Mary Fuller – 507-269-1075; mmfuller@bevcomm.net  
Kris Wiens – 507-254-5051; klwiens55@gmail.com 

 
News from 100 years ago: 

 
Pine Island Record, November 14, 1918: Miss 
Hattie Reed, whose school at Coon Grove had been 

closed on account of the influenza epidemic opened 
Tuesday morning. 
 
Rochester Daily Post and Record, December 2, 

1918: The Presbyterian Church of Oronoco yesterday 

dedicated a service flag of 22 stars in honor of the 
boys who are in the service. The stars represent     
soldiers from the area who served, some of whom are 

Volney Reifsnider, John Huntsinger, Carl Huntsinger, 
Morris Miller (wounded), Herman Glabe, Lynn Teague 

(killed), Merrill McCray, Carl Culver, Nels Harwood, 
and Berton Owens. 
 
Rochester Daily Post and Record, December 7, 

1918: The new arch bridge at Oronoco will be opened 
to traffic tomorrow morning, December 8. The       

contract for the bridge was let to The Stark Bridge 
Company of Des Moines, on March 27, for $34,875. 

Construction began on April 29, 1918. 

mailto:mmfuller@bevcomm.net
mailto:klwiens55@gmail.com


 
Hello from the Oronoco Fire Department 

 
Welcome to 2019 from the Oronoco Fire Department.  Have you 
ever wondered what it would take to volunteer in our town as a 
firefighter or first responder?  It basically just takes a             
commitment to attend a few monthly meetings/trainings and    
respond to calls.  We will provide all training at no charge and 
we do receive some money for our volunteer time.  Volunteering 
is a great way to help keep our community safe, and we would 
love to have a conversation with anyone that either works in or 
lives in the area.  Download and fill out an application from our 
web site, or just give us a call. 
 
We would also like to remind people that with any significant 
snowfall, fire hydrants can quickly become blocked, concealed or 
difficult to access and will impede emergency fire response.  If 
you have any hydrants on or near your property, please take a 
few minutes to clear it of snow and ice and also the area around 
the hydrant for easier access. 
 
National Burn Awareness Week is February 3-9, and this year’s 
theme is scald prevention.  A scald injury can happen at any age, 
but children, older adults and people with disabilities are          
especially at risk.  Hot liquids from bath water, hot coffee, and 
microwaved products can cause devastating injuries.  For         
example, prepackaged microwavable soups are a frequent cause 
of scald burn injuries (especially noodle soups) because they can 
easily tip over, pouring hot liquid (and noodles) on someone. 
 
Treat a burn right away by cooling the burn with cool water for   
3–5 minutes.  Cover with a clean, dry cloth and get medical help 
if needed. 
 
Here are some scald safety tips: 
• Teach children that hot things can burn.  Install anti-scald  

devices on tub faucets and shower heads. 
• Always supervise a child in or near a bathtub. 
• Test the water at the faucet.  It should be less than 100°             

Fahrenheit. 
Cont. 



• Before placing a child in the bath or getting in the bath    
yourself, test the water.  Test the water by moving your hand, 
wrist and forearm through the water.  The water should feel 
warm, not hot, to the touch. 

• Place hot liquids and food in the center of a table or toward 
the back of a counter.  

• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet around the stove and 
areas where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 

• Open microwaved food slowly, away from the face. 
• Never hold a child while you are cooking, drinking a hot    

liquid, or carrying hot foods or liquids. 
• Never heat a baby bottle in a microwave oven.  Heat baby 

bottles in warm water from the faucet. 
• Allow microwaved food to cool before eating. 
• Choose prepackaged soups whose containers have a wide 

base or, to avoid the possibility of a spill, pour the soup into a 
traditional bowl after heating. 

 
The fire department received a donation of 9V batteries from  
Energizer, so let us know if you need some new batteries for your 
fire and CO alarms, if you need any help checking your alarms or 
replacing batteries, or if you need new fire and/or CO alarms. 
 
Call the firehall at 367-4440 if you would like to contact us with 
any questions, and check out our website                                       
http://www.oronocofire.com and our Facebook page                        
https://www.facebook.com/oronocofire for more information. 



 
Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 

 

20 -3rd Street S.W., P.O. 118 
Phone 507-367-4711 

website: www.oronocochurch.org  

Pastor: Lisa Johnson 
Email: pastorlisaj@gmail.com 

Phone: 507-995-7310 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. 

Communion is offered the first Sunday of each month  
and all are welcome to participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luncheons ... YUMM!! 
Three times a year, we hold a luncheon for any and all who would like 

to come. The main dish is often either casseroles or soup and is always 

accompanied by a wide variety of salads and desserts. 

In general, these luncheons are held on the 3rd Wednesday of January, 

February, and March. The luncheon dates for 2019 are: 

Wed., February 20, 2019 

Wed., March 20, 2019 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

All luncheons are free. 

We simply ask for whatever free will donation you can manage. 

Come and eat! 

The Food Shelf is housed at and sponsored by  

our church together with Channel One.  
 

The food shelf is open the second  
and fourth Wednesday of each month.  

During the winter months the food shelf will be 

open from 4-6:00 p.m.  



Book Exchange 
at  

Oronoco City 
Hall 

 

 
Please feel free to 

bring books in  
or  

take books  
out! 

 
We have great 
reads for all! 



(507)273-1661 

 

 

(507) 367-4405 

oronococityhall@gmail.com 

www.oronoco.com 

  
 CITY OF ORONOCO MEETINGS CITY  CONTACTS 

 

Monday - Thursday 

9AM-3:30PM 

Friday 
9-1pm 



Please visit our website for    

notices, events, applications, 

permits, meeting minutes, and 

more. 
 

WWW.ORONOCO.COM 

CC Room Rental:   $75 - $150 

Meeting Room Rental:      $25 

Chairs:                       $35                     

Picnic  Tables:            $50  

Camp Sites:                         $15 

City Shelter:                        $30 

If you need a        
document notarized, 
contact City Hall.  
Your City Clerk is a 
Notary of the  Public.  
This is a service     
provided FREE by 
the City. 

WATER TEST 

KITS 

Available at City Hall. 

It tests for coli form, 

bacteria, nitrate,  chloride,   

sulfate,  nitrite  and fluoride. 

 

 

Please remember that           
all dogs and cats                

must be current on shots 
and licensed with Oronoco 

per City Ordinance. License 
are $5.00 a year per pet. 

Please renew your license 
every December at City Hall 
with a copy of your animals 

vaccination record. 

Thank you! 



 

Our next meeting date has been scheduled for             

February 12th, 6:30pm at City Hall. 
We are looking for a new member. Please contact 
City Hall if you are interested or have questions. 

If you are interested in staying up to date with the 
sewer project, feel free to attend the meetings. 

 

Our February meeting was cancelled due to the               
weather. The next Parks meeting date is March 4th, 

6:30 pm at City Hall. 

Parks and Trails 

Water & Sewer 

 

Our next meeting is February 14th, 7 pm at City Hall. 
Meetings are open to the public and anyone is welcome 
to attend. We will be working on ordinances and other 

topics at this meeting. 

Planning & Zoning  



ORONOCO SENIORS GROUP 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!  

CALL Carole at 367-4717  or  Evelyn at 367-4462                                                                                 

Join the  Senior Citizens of Oronoco Seniors Group at the     
Oronoco  Community Center .  They meet on the 2nd & 4th       
Wednesday of each month.  They play Bingo, cards, and have a 
great social  gathering.  They have an occasional speaker on    
important topics to keep you informed.  A  catered noon meal is 
offered for only $4.00 on the 4th  Wednesday.   

(Do not meet Jan - March) 

Save the Date! 
(Public Welcome) 

 

Oronoco Area Seniors invite you to our “Spring Fling” 

Wednesday, April 10th, 2019 

@ 1:30 pm 

Oronoco Community Center 

 

Jim Sexton 

(is back!) 

With his accordion and guitar to warm our hearts,  

spirits, and music we love. 

Complimentary homemade desserts and beverages. 

 

* We are seeking new members, Seniors 55+ . 

* Business meeting at 1 pm prior to the music.  

What is our future? 

 

Any questions, please call Judy @ 367-2323 or  

Carol @ 367-4717 



 
 

Pine Island Area Home Services 

A Living at Home/Block Nurse Program 
Web site: www.pineislandareahomeservices.org 

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/pineislandareahomeservices 
Office hours:  Monday through Thursday from 9:00-1:00 

Pine Island Area Home Services provides volunteer services to 
promote independent, home-based living for adults 65 and older 
in the Pine Island and Oronoco area.   

Transportation, handyman services, light housekeeping, friendly 
visits and other services are available to help elders remain safe 
and comfortable in their home.  Home visits are available to 
adults 65 and older who would like more information or need   
assistance. 
 
Special Upcoming Events: 
 
February 27, 2019 – “Coffee with a Cop” topic is “Supplements” 
presented by Kristine Meints. 
 
March 20, 2019 – Tax preparation assistance from AARP at 
PIAHS.  You must call for an appointment.  Limited times       
available. 
 
April 26, 2019 – PIAHS Fundraiser Dinner at the American      
Legion from 5:00-7:00.  Menu to be determined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current and Ongoing Services are as follows: 
 
Transportation  
Transportation services are provided by our volunteer drivers.  
 
 Please call the PIAHS office (356-2999) to request  
transportation.  If you are interested in volunteering as a driver,  
we would welcome your help.  We are always in need of more  
volunteer drivers! 

Cont. 



Exercise Classes 
One-hour exercise classes are held at the Pine Island Senior 
Citizen Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:30a.m.       
Oronoco holds an exercise class at 9:00 on Wednesdays at 
the City Hall.  The exercise classes incorporate weights into 
the regular exercise program to improve strength and        
balance.  This class is designated to prevent or reverse bone 
loss.  This class is recommended especially to those concerned 
about osteoporosis prevention or reversal. 
 
Yoga Class 
Gentle Yoga classes are held in Pine Island on Wednesdays at 
9:30. The sessions are held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.   
 
Foot Care Clinic 

A foot care clinic is provided on the 3rd Thursday 
each month.  An $18 fee is paid directly to the nurse. 
Call Pine Island Area Home Services at 356-2999 for 
appointments.  In-home appointments are available for 
elders having difficulty leaving home. 

 
Blood Pressure Clinics (open to anyone) 
You are welcome to have a blood pressure check at 11:00 a.m. 
on the following dates and locations: 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month at the City Center. 
4th Wednesday each month at 11:30 at the Oronoco                 
Community Center (Not held January thru March) 
In-home blood pressure monitoring is available for elders  
having difficulty leaving home. 
 
Shopping Trips 
Twice a month you may take our bus to Walmart for your 
shopping needs.  Call for dates and time. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
We are always looking for new volunteers to assist our           
seniors.  We especially need volunteer drivers.  Please contact 
us if you are interested. 



 

 
Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

Wisconsin Synod (WELS)  -  wels.net 

 

45 1ST Ave. NE, Box 238 

Oronoco, MN 55960 

 

Pastor Roger Riedel – Cell: (507) 601-8541 

riedels.1999@gmail.com  

 

Follow us on Facebook 

www:gracelutheranoronoco.com 

 

 
 

Sunday Worship – 10:00 am 

Wednesday Lenten Worship – 7:00 pm 

(The beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday, March 6
th
.) 

 

Please join us in worshiping the suffering Savior,  

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

By His wounds we are healed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cont. 

http://gracelutheranoronoco.com


2019 Lenten Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Wed., March 6th at 7:00pm – Ash Wednesday – Pastor 
Riedel - “Watch and pray.” 

• Wed., March 13th at 7:00pm – Pastor Meyer - “What is 
truth?” 

• Wed., March 20th at 7:00pm – Pastor Welke - “Take him 
away.” 

• Wed., March 27th at 7:00pm – Pastor Kom - “Is it I?” 

• Wed., April 3rd at 7:00pm – Pastor Semrow - “Love one   
another.” 

• Wed., April 10th at 7:00pm – Pastor Koelpin - “I AM He.” 

• Sun., April 14th at 10:00am – Palm Sunday (Confirmation) 

• Thur., April 18th at 7:00pm – Maundy Thursday - “Take and 
eat; Take and drink.” 

• Fri., April 19th at 2:00pm – Good Friday - “It is finished!” 

• Fri., April 19th at 7:00pm – Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

• Sun., April 21st at 7:00am – Easter Sunrise Service - “Save 
us now!” 

• Sun., April 21st at 10:30am – Easter Song Service - “He has 
risen!” 

Please take these worship opportunities during Lent 



If  you are interested in holding an event at the 
Community Center, please contact  

Oronoco City Hall for arrangements at 
oronococityhall@gmail.com or at 507-367-4405. 

Rental information is also located on the city website at 
www.oronoco.com 

Young at Heart Exercise Group 

Let’s get moving on these cold, sometimes confining winter 
days.  Join us Wednesday mornings 9 a.m. at the Oronoco 
Community Center. 

Our exercise group incorporates the use of hand and ankle 
weights in our exercise routine.  The best exercise for your 
bones is weight-bearing exercise; exercise that forces you to 
work against gravity.  Weight bearing exercise is an              
important part of osteoporosis prevention and treatment by 
building stronger bones.  Not only will exercise improve 
bone health, but it increases muscle strength, coordination 
and balance and leads to better overall health. 

Bones are alive!  They are in a state of perpetual makeover.  
Each stage in a person’s development is critical to healthy 
bone development and maintenance.  Osteoporosis is called 
“a disease characterized by low bone mass”.  It’s a                 
deterioration of living bone tissue making bones fragile.     
Exercise and diet can help strengthen bones or prevent       
osteoporosis. 

Join the group who are finding exercise beneficial to their 
well being. 

~ Rosemary Van Houten 









   City of Oronoco ~ 2019 Calendar 

February 11 - 6pm - DOGR 

February 11 - 6:30pm - Fire Department 

February 12 - 6:30pm - Water & Sewer 

February 14 - 7pm- Planning & Zoning 

February 18 - City Hall closed 

February 19 - 7pm - Reg. City Meeting 

February 25 - 6:30pm - FD training 

February 28 - 11 am - Water Bills Due 

March 4 - 6:30pm - Parks 

March 4 - 6:30pm - 1st Responders 

March 4 - 7pm - Oronoco Township 

March 10 - Daylight Savings 

March 11 - 6pm - DOGR 

March 11 - 6:30pm - Fire Department 

March 12 - 6:30pm - Water & Sewer 

 

April 10 - Noon - Seniors 

*Seniors Exercise Class - Every Wednesday Morning,  

 9am at  Oronoco City Hall 

*More than 2 City Council Members may attend committee      

 meetings creating a quorum. 

Thank you to everyone who makes this newsletter possible! 


