October 8, 2019, Wellhead Protection Public Heatring
City of Oronoco
City Council
Wellhead Protection II, Public Hearing
October 8th, 2019, at 6 PM


I. Open
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst at 6 pm

II. Members 
Present: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Engineer Joe Palen, and Deputy Clerk Rebecca McGuire
Late: Councilor Lori Novak at  6:09 pm
Absent: Councilor Carl Krause 

III. Agenda
Wellhead Protection Plan II: Presented by Mark Janiveck.
First, we should go through what wellhead protection planning really entails. It is a program designed and determined where you are getting your water from, and your aquifer, and identify that area, help protect that area through land management or management of potentially contaminated sources. To prevent contamination from impacting your aquifer, that’s your wells. All the public water supplies in the state of Minnesota are required to develop these plans. It has been ongoing since the mid-’90s, so communities are eventually getting scoped into this process and now Oronoco has come up in the process. You are due to get a plan done. The City has two wells. This Map shows both wells (provided at City Hall). There a few lines that were identified as part of the planning process. There is a capture zone for the wells, basically the blue line, it’s the area of the aquifer that supplies water to your wells in a ten year time of travel. So basically any water within the aquifer, or any contaminants within the aquifer, within that area could be polluting your well within 10 years. There is a second set of lines. Those are the small red circles, that’s a one year time of travel. That is also identified as the Emergency Response Area. So if there is any contamination within that area you know that you have less that one year to really respond to it before it will impact your well. So since those areas are really hard to identify the land surface, we mapped out what is called a Drinking Water Supply Management Area. That is the black line on the map, so basically it is any parcel of land wholly or partially overlapped by that blue line. So that is the area you are managing as your part two process. We also identified how vulnerable the aquifer is, in this area, unfortunately, the aquifer that serves Oronoco is high invulnerability. That means that between the land surface and aquifer there aren’t a lot of layers of clay or shell that would protect the aquifer. It is mostly sand and gravel. So any contaminants of the land surface could rapidly infiltrate down to your aquifer, that’s why it is considered highly vulnerable. The next part of the process was to develop a part two management plan. As far as the process we identified potential sources of contamination within this management area that could impact your aquifer. Things we identify include storage tanks, septic systems, other wells that penetrate the aquifer and things of those nature, hazardous waste generators, feedlots. There is a pretty long list, it is included in the plan. And then part of the planning process is developed, actual management or implication plan to help protect the aquifer. There is kind of five categories of management strategies that were developed for the plan. The first was to promote best management practices for those potential sources of contamination. Second, is to identify and sealed any unused wells within the aquifer because those are direct contamination to reach your aquifer. So any unused wells are technically required to be sealed, already according to your well code for the plan. It helps to emphasize to seal these wells sooner. Third, is to educate the public about wellhead protection because getting public involvement is key to help to manage these areas. You can’t manage all these land parcels yourself, you need public involvement too. Fourth thing is to collect data that is relevant to local groundwater issues, such as relevant to the aquifer, like water quality, things that could impact your well over time. Collecting that data will be used for future updates to that plan. And the fifth is to include wellhead planning as part of future land use planning decisions. So using this map in the future as planning out land uses. That will help protect the aquifer. So that is a real quick rundown of what the wellhead protection entails. The next part of the process is to submit the actual plan to the Department of Health for review and approval. It is a ninety-day review process. Once it is approved, you then have sixty days to implement the plan. I’d be happy to help answer any questions.

Q: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: So the implementation, what is the timeline after this public hearing, to that point that ninety days start? A: Mark: You have until February 2020 to submit that plan. You may want to do more to the plan based on the comments you receive and from comments from the Department of Health. Those would be minor changes. The plan you received is substantially complete.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: any other questions for Mark? I guess we will continue into comments.

Comments:
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I have a couple of comments that I have regarding the active sites of contamination on page 12, section 5.7. It references two active sites included the Township Hall and the Morris residents. We have some documentation. We went out to the MPCA website. We looked under the title What’s in your neighborhood, we clicked on those two and found documentation that there was a letter regarding the Morris residence from the MPCA indicating that, my impression from the takeaway of the letter, that it was inactive. Was that part of your research? Here is a copy of that letter. Mark: ok, we can look into it, to double-check and see what the status is.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Based on the information provided, the PRP, staff has closed the file. So that was one comment about the Morris’s. On the Oronoco Township dumpsite, the other active site, this came from the MPCA website too showing it was closed on 10-29-74. Mark: I believe we do show it on page 12 as an inactive site. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I’m sorry I grabbed the wrong paper here. This one is in regard to the Oronoco Township Hall. We have a letter from Neil Stolp, chairman of the Oronoco Township Board, with support information showing it is inactive. I don’t need to read the whole letter, I will give it to you. It was identified that he had personal knowledge of this site. It was tested for asbestos, contaminants and particular before the structure was burned and buried. Sometime after being burned and buried the site was excavated and burned debris moved to a legal dump site and does not pose a risk to the water supply. Mark: we can include that information in the plan.

Jennifer Wienberg was present from the Department of Health if anyone had questions.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I was surprised by the number of objectives on the list that needs to be followed up by City Staff, by Dan. I guess the first year sets a baseline for down the road. MARK: The first year really sets the momentum of the plan. Getting that first year off the ground is pretty critical of the susses of the plan. Good thing is that the Department of health has grants available, so there is money to help pay for some of these education efforts and well seals that need to be done. So that is one good thing. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: this has been very detailed and Dan has put a lot of work into this. And thank you, Jennifer. 

No public comment.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Any comment from County? Don: No, it looks like a normal set up from what I have seen. It looks good.

IV. Adjourned at 6:13 pm by Mayor Ryland Eichhorst 
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