Water & Sewer Committee 
Meeting Minutes
October 28th, 2014
	Members Present: 
Laurie Long
Brian Breider
Larry Stolp
Joe Palen, City Engineer
Sheila Craig, SEMN Wastewater Initiative
Jayne Krause, Council Representative
Skyler Breitenstein, Council Representative
	Guests:
Representative Duane Quam
Senator Dave Senjem
Aaron Luckstein, MPCA 
Bill Dunn, MPCA
Jeff Freeman, MPFA
John Carney, MPCA
Elaine Garry, People’s Coop
Councilor Trish Shields 
And city and township residents



Meeting called to order @ 6:32pm
Due to so many faces, Sheila started introductions of special guests and committee members.
Joe then took over, leading a PowerPoint presentation

Highlights:
· Oronoco’s Recent Achievements
· Oronoco’s Challenges
· Pending Olmsted County SSTS Ordinance
· MPCA/Olmsted County/City of Oronoco working together on a time limited MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) to provide exemptions to city residents, while the city explores the possibility of a sewer system
· Wastewater Treatment Options
· Wastewater Funding
· Funding Assistance Options
· How do we proceed?
Comments from legislators:
· The legislature appropriates funding to PFA (Public Facilities Authority) not allowing politics to play into funding decisions
· Will need community help at the capital to garner support for any potential project
· The legislature perceives partnerships between communities more favorably when considering bonding for public works projects
Comments from MPCA/PFA:
· Not enough funding to meet all the needs/requests of communities
· Any potential funding from the PFA would not differ, whether Oronoco “goes it alone” and constructs its own sewer system or works in partnership with a neighboring community
Meeting adjourned @ 8:17 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting: Tuesday, November 25th @ 6:30pm
Respectfully submitted, 
Sheila Craig, SEMN Wastewater Initiative
Skyler Breitenstein, Council Representative
