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City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting
November 12, 2019 at 6:30PM
Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Dylan Christopherson, Larry Stolp, Ross Parker, Ryland Eichhorst
Absent: Lori Novak, Paul Jannetto, Joe Kimmes
Others Joe Palen, Jeff Hovel
I. Agenda 
I. Motion by Ross Parker as amended to include IV and V items. Seconded by Larry Stolp to accept proposed agenda as amended. Approved. 
II. Approval of October 8, 2019 minutes. Motion to approve minutes by Ross Parker, Seconded by Dylan Christopherson. Approved
III. Review of WWTP project – Joe / Ryland
III. Review Status of MPCA documents – Joe

III. NPDES Discharge Permit 
III. NPDES permit has been reviewed by City attorney, Stantec, Ryland and comments shared with MPCA. MPCA accepted a number of proposed permit modifications and responded with their rationale as to why other proposed changes would not be made. Permit will be released to the Public via the MPCA Newsletter website on Monday, Nov 18. Comment period is 60 day which ends January 17, 2020
III. Point to Non-Point TP Credit Trading Tech Memo Revisions
III. Completed and incorporated to the Anti-Degradation Analysis and the NPDES permit.
III. Antidegradation Analysis Revisions
III. Completed and referenced in the NPDES permit.
III. EAW
III. Completed and will be released on Monday, Nov 18 via the MPCA newsletter website. Public Comment is a 30-day period which ends Dec 17, 2019.

III. Regulatory Certainty

III. Agreement executed and incorporated into the NPDES permit.
III. MPCA Public Information Meeting – Dec 5, 2019 @ 6:30/7PM
III. MPCA will lead the meeting. Joe will make a brief presentation, as well as the MPCA presentation followed by a Q&A. City of Oronoco will also advertise the meeting on website – No need to publish notice as MPCA will take that responsibility.
III. Surveying and Mapping – Joe 

III. PFA has authorized funding for utility locates, surveying of public ROW and soil borings for sanitary sewer collection system. The locates will be completed in 4 stages around the city. City posted the activity on the City web page and FB page. Stantec has received MNDOT 52 soil boring and utility data, 2009/2010 water project, MN Ave County project to help with the collection of soil boring information to determine how much additional soil boring are needed for the project. 
III. Riverbank Stabilization agreements - Joe
III. Review of River Bend Estates Draft Agreement - HOA & Paul Meier



- No update.

IV. Senate Bonding Tour presentation

IV. Joe and Ryland shared comments regarding the presentation

V. Gov Walz request for public comments on local projects – City of Oronoco Wastewater project.
V. MMB web site has the web link and I have included here:

V. https://mn.gov/mmb/budget/capital-budget/public-comment.jsp
V. Citizens and W&S committee member are asked to go to the website and add supporting comments for the wastewater project. 

V. A copy of the 2020 Talking Points, included below, is background information to share in 2-4 sentences of support for the wastewater project on the web site address above and the ‘Ask” for $20.4 million from the legislature.
V. This link and background information is on the Oronoco website and FB page.
VI. Riverwood Hills Looping Options and Easement review:
VI. Council to request bids in January/February 2020 for Spring construction
VII. Motion by Ross Parker and seconded by Larry Stolp to adjourn. Approved. Adjourned at 7:40 PM. 
VIII. Water and Sewer committee members are encouraged to attend the Dec 5, MPCA Public Information meeting. There will be no official Water & Sewer meeting Dec 10, 2019.

IX. Next meeting, January 14, 2020.
Respectively submitted by Ryland Eichhorst 
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Oronoco Wastewater System - 2020 Bonding Bill Funding Request

Background and Scope of project:
e The City of Oronoco (pop. 1500) is the largest unsewered city in the State of Minnesota.

e In 2013 the City completed a Community Assessment Report (CAR) that evaluated the private
wastewater treatment systems in downtown Oronoco, north of the Zumbro River.
o Report determined 75% of the systems in the area are either non-compliant with current

Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems standards or exceeded their expected service life.
= 26% Imminent Threat to Public Health and Safety!
= 35% Failure to Protect Groundwater!

e Rolling terrain, shallow bedrock, karst geology, two river systems complicate project.

e Oronoco’s proposed Wastewater System project is comprised of a sanitary sewer collection and
construction or conveyance to a regional wastewater treatment facility. The project would initially
serve the areas of greatest need (Districts B, C, F, G, J, K, & Z) within the City including downtown
Oronoco (north and south of the Zumbro River), older portion of the city west of Highway 52, three
residential subdivisions currently served by community drain fields. A subsequent phase would
serve Districts A, D, E, H, L, M, & P and the Cravath Subdivision within approximately 10 years.

¢ Project would also serve Oronoco Estates Mobile Home Community: Currently houses 216 low
income units (predominantly senior citizens) that is projected to grow to 316 units in near future.

o In addition, water mains are proposed for construction in conjunction with the proposed
sanitary sewer system improvements within areas currently not served by the Municipal Water

System. The water system construction costs are part of Oronoco’s bonding request and
would serve Districts A, C, F & Z.

Why the project is needed:
e In 2015, the MPCA, Olmsted County and the City of Oronoco executed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) regarding enforcement of the new County SSTS Ordinance.
o Older, high density areas of Oronoco (Districts B, C & F) are exempt from new SSTS

Ordinance requirements and enforcement actions until 2020.

o Must be brought into compliance by 2020 (expensive!) or connected to municipal system.

Huge obstacle for residents wanting to upgrade or sell homes with non-compliant systems.

o Failure to comply with MOU would be significant setback to the City and hardship for residents
and would preclude future investment in a municipal wastewater system.

e Must protect ground and surface water within active Karst area.

e Facilitate “Smart” commercial and residential development needed to sustain and grow Oronoco.
o Oronoco’s Ultimate Service Area will eventually serve 9,670 Equivalent Residential Units.
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Why the amount of funding is needed:
e The Estimated Wastewater System Project Costs total nearly $38M.

¢ Proposed Local Share — Funded by Assessments / Connection fees / Utility Rates = $7,596M which
is 20% of the proposed project cost.

e Oronoco’s 2019 tax levy was a modest $843,875 and is in bottom 5% of Cities for LGA funding.
e State Bonding Funding is the only feasible funding option for a project this large.

Oronoco is requesting $20.4 M in 2020 State Bonding Funds to complete property

acquisition, finalize bidding documents and construct the project:
e Without Legislative Assistance, the project is not feasible for Oronoco and its residents!
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