June 11, 2019, W&S Agenda and Minutes

 




City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting
June 11, 2019, at 6:30 PM
Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Larry Stolp, Ryland Eichhorst, Lori Novak, Dylan Christopherson, Joe Kimmes
Others: Joe Palen, Joe Pearson, Jeff Hovel
I. Agenda 
I. Motion by Larry Stolp, Seconded by Lori Novak to accept agenda. Approved. 
II. Approval of May 14, 2019 minutes. Motion to approve minutes by Lori Novak, Seconded by Dylan Christopherson. Approved
III. Review of WWTP project – Joe / Ryland
III. Monthly coordination meetings with MPCA

III. Ongoing meeting with MPCA representatives from Rochester, Mankato, and St. Paul and Stantec personnel in Rochester, Minneapolis, and Ohio. Next meeting scheduled for June 26.

III. Antidegradation report-
III. Stantec continues to work on the report with the MPCA personnel.

III. Phosphorous trading agreement 
III. Point-to-Nonpoint project for phosphorous credits 
III. City and MPCA representatives met with Kasson and Bryon recently and both declined to sell any phosphorous credits to Oronoco. Letters stating each community’s rationale for declining to trade TP credits with Oronoco have been requested and received from Byron, Kasson, Pine Island. Still waiting for the letter from Rochester. These letters may be included as an appendix in the final Facility Plan.

III. Stantec is looking at three different sites within city limits along the Zumbro River for a point-to-point TP trading in the form of streambank stabilization. Soil samples have been collected from each site and have been tested for TP content, soil erosion rates are being measured/calculated and will be used to calculate TP credits that can be created through the proposed streambank stabilization improvements.  This information will be included in a report and Joe will share the preliminary report at the August 13 W&S meeting.
III. PFA Update – 

III. Joe has been working with PFA to release the $2.5 million dollars for WWTP project design work. A resolution needs to be approved by the City Council at the June 18th meeting prior to PFA releasing a portion of the funds. 
III. The discharge line from WWTP to the Zumbro River – route proposal

III. Joe shared two preliminary outfall pipe alignments for the WWTF extending from 100th St to the Zumbro River and east of Minnesota Avenue. 

III. Facility Plan comments

III. Joe also shared MPCA - Mr. John Carney’s comments regarding the Facility Plan. See attached memorandum discussing policy items associated with Regulatory Certainty and Septage Receiving.
III. Regulatory Certainty and Septage Receiving Policy Questions – 

III. Regulatory Certainty
III. MPCA has developed an incentive called Regulatory Certainty. This incentive requires municipalities to include treatment for nutrient removal to meet total Nitrogen limit of 10 mg/l in exchange for a guaranteed that they will not be subject to further nutrient-based regulations for the next 20 years. The proposed WWTP will be designed with the capability to meet the 10 mg/l limit initially. One issue that needs to be resolved is whether we want a Class A or Class B WWTF. If we pursue the Nitrogen limit, a Class A operator or supervision would be needed. O&M cost would be higher with a Class A operator and Class A testing requirements.  The Committee generally favored not pursuing Regulatory Certainty.  However, Ryland to follow-up for next meeting regarding his research to confirm the cost difference between a Class A and B WWTF. See the attached memo for more detail – advantages and disadvantages.
III. Septage Receiving Facilities

III. On-site and community disposal systems generate septage waste that must be removed from tanks and treated in an environmentally acceptable manner. The committee discussed if or how we want to handle pumped septic system sewage vs porta-potties raw sewage. If we want to treat only pumped septic system sewage, then we should consider stating that in the Wastewater ordinance when developed.  The committee indicated that they thought it was important that the City WWTF receive and treat septage from City of Oronoco residential properties only.  Moreover, the Oronoco WWTF would only treat septage from SSTS (treatment of high strength wastewater from port-a-potties, campers, holding tanks, commercial properties would not be accepted).  The committee also favored a simple, low-cost septage receiving station that would simply discharge into a manhole at the entrance to the WWTF or connected directly to the Pre-Equalization Tanks.  See the attached memo for more information.

IV. Riverwood Hills Looping Options and Easement review 
IV. Soil borings indicate the depth to bedrock is approximately 9 to 12 feet and this should be sufficient to allow the proposed water main to be installed with horizontal directional drilling from the north side of park area up to Valley View Road SW. Ryland and Joe to meet with adjacent property owners and determine if they would be willing to grant an additional 5-foot wide permanent easement along their side yard lot line to facility watermain construction, operation, and maintenance.
V. WWTP surveys using Silicone Based Reaction (SBR) process
V. Ryland shared surveys of phone conversations with seven cities that have an SBR WWTP process. Committee will review survey responses at the August W&S meeting.

VI. Review Proposed Water Distribution System Improvements - Joe 

VI. Public Information Date – July 10, 2019
VII. Adjourned at 7:50 PM
VIII. Next meeting, July 9, 6:30 PM
Respectively submitted by Ryland Eichhorst 
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