February 9, 2016  W&S Agenda and Minutes

City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 
Feb 9, 2016         
6:30PM

Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Ryland Eichhorst, Trish Shields, Larry Stolp, Joe Palen, Sheila Craig
Others: Jeff Hovel, Steve Oscarson, MPCA, John Harford and Don VanKeulan, Olmsted County, Cory Mertzke, Tammy Morris
a. Agenda

a. Approval of Jan 12, 2016  minutes
a. Motion approved by Tricia Shields . Seconded by Ryland Eichhorst . Approved.

a. MOU Annual Report discussion
a. With Steve Oscarson, MPCA; John Harford and Don VanKeulan, Olmsted County in attendance

b. Discussion – Joe led the discussion regarding the Annual Report on the MOU. Steve mentioned that the MOU should be continued. Joe made the comment that it may be too early to discuss an extension of the MOU until we get the bonding money. Steve emphasized that the city is working diligently towards the sewer project. Don has been forwarding copies of compliant /non-compliant inspections to the city clerk. Five inspection reports have been sent with most compliant. Don has received comments from citizens regarding the MOU and responded, as well as from mortgage/title/closing agents or realtors asking about the MOU. John indicated that it is easier to keep track of inspections from the county perspective. The MOU Q&A has proven to be working and answering questions.
a. Bonding Updates and next steps
a. Feb 8, 2016 meeting with legislators-Joe, Skyler and Ryland
a. Joe reviewed comments on the four page highlights that we shared with Rep Torkelson, Chairman of the House Capital Investment Committee; Gavin Hanson, House Capital Investment Committee Administrator; and Logan O’Grady, Senate Capital Investment Committee Administrator in St Paul. Overall the meeting was very positive and asked some good questions and responses shared.
a. Suggestion to follow up from the resolution from the Environmental Commission, Terry Lee or Amy Caucutt to the County Commissioners. Ryland to follow-up.

a. Ryland to share copies of the short 4-page version with committee administrators, Amy Caucutt, Terry Lee, Senator Senjem, Rep Quam for their reference.
a. Update on Oronoco/Pine Island joint committee
a. Pine Island is interested in working with Oronoco and have indicated that they have identified properties from a developer that would be willing to work with us for a WWTP location.

b. February task force meeting has been cancelled due to lack of attendance. Will survey members for the next date, most likely in March.
a. Project Priority List Update

a. MPCA wants us to leave B, C & F separately on the PPL.

b. City can submit PPL applications for the remaining Project Areas to be served but that are not currently on the PPL.  Should each be listed separately, i.e. G, J, K, L, & M?  Joe would prefer to group the remaining subdivisions and Project Areas. Bill Dunn is recommending that we submit an application for the Districts not currently on the PPL.
c. Sheila to follow-up with Aaron Luckstein and Steven Speltz for signing off on the applications for the PPL for septic system that are under MPCA jurisdiction. Sheila to work with Don and other county staff to complete the PPL applications for those septic systems that are under county enforcement.
a. Update on Income survey for B, C & F – update from Sheila as of 10 Feb 2016 
a. District B – 73% response.   65 of 89 responded. $55,000.00 median income
a. 76 needed for an 85% response rate

a. District C – 63% response.   27 of 43 responded. $55,645.00 median income

a. 37 needed for an 85% response rate

a. District F – 66% response.   29 of 44 responded. $65,994.00 median income.
a. 37 needed for an 85% response rate
a. Continue to make contacts and follow-up.
b. Sheila to send members an updated list for personal visits.

a. February Newsletter articles

a. Add the one page project legislative overview of the presentation that was shared with legislators in St Paul in the newsletter.  Also include an article regarding the income surveys – Sheila to prepare.
a. Other
a. Approval needed – Request council approval up to $700.00 to cover cost of travel to St Paul during March and April should Joe Palen, City Engineer and council members be needed to attend Capital Investment Committee hearings. 
a.   Adjournment – 7:35PM
a.   Next meeting, March 8, 6:30PM
a. Aaron Luckstein to attend the March meeting.

Respectively submitted by 
Ryland Eichhorst

Sheila Craig
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