September 17, 2015 W&S  Agenda and Minutes

City of Oronoco

Regular Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 
Sept 17, 2015
6:30PM

Meeting Notes
Members present: Larry Stolp, Sheila Craig, Ryland Eichhorst, Joe Palen, Trish Shields, Brian Breider, Laurie Long
Others: Beau Hanenberger, Dylan Christopherson
I. Approval of Aug 11, 2015  minutes

a. Motion to approve minutes by Sheila Craig. Seconded by Brian Breider. Approved. 
II. Public comments

a. Dylan Christopherson introduced himself. He works for the Rochester Waste Water Treatment plant as a Maintenance Supervisor at the 37th street plant and is a licensed employee. He shared his experience with working on other city WWTP and upkeep and other WWTP’s in the area that he has worked on. He has concern about Operation and Maintenance (O&M) costs for the Oronoco WWTP, they seem low. We should consider what St Charles does regarding fee amounts to the different cities it treats waste water. He is supportive of working with Pine Island option. 
b. Jayne Krause is interested in continuing to serve on the committee. She would be welcomed to stay on the committee.

III. Review Project timeline – Joe

a. No big changes. Will discuss later in the agenda.
IV. Report on bonding and meeting with Senator Senjem – Lunch meeting 27 August
a. No one from Pine Island was available for the luncheon. Joe, Sheila, Brian and Ryland met with Senator Senjem for lunch at Perkins South to discuss our WWTP options. Brian shared comments from that discussion.

b. House and Senate bonding committee tours are in Sept and Oct. Senator Senjem would sponsor a separate bonding bill. Should consider the high side dollar amount for the project. Regionalization funding was encouraged. Sentor Senjem suggest we consider a hiring a lobbyist, Ron Jerich, for this type of work to support a WWTP bonding bill. 

V. Report on meeting with lobbyist – breakfast meeting with lobbyist, Ron and Valerie Jerich 12 Sept at Bakers Square in north Rochester. 
a. Kevin McDermontt, Joe Palen, David Todd-PI City Administrator and Ryland met with Ron and Valerie Jerich for breakfast. Ron is very supportive for working with us on such a project. A proposal with a flat fee  is forthcoming from Valerie for us to review. Senator Senjem would author a bonding bill for the 2016 Bonding bill for the Minnesota Senate. The Senate Bonding committee tour is Oct 26, 27 and 28. Not sure of the exact time. We should know the time and place in early October. 
VI. Report on Oronoco/Pine Island Joint Project 
a. Sheila commented that from the information that has been gathered it seems Oronoco needs to go alone with the bonding cycle and reserve the option for  bonding cycle in 2018 with Pine Island. We should approach the stand alone approach for now with the bonding committee. 
b. The bonding bill will help fund beyond what the PFA & MPCA can provide from their existing programs and what we can support through our individual share costs. We need to decide what Oronoco’s cost sharing share will be for each home owner.
c. Concern with home owners who have installed new individual septic systems recently will experience hardships and need to address those issues in the future. 

d. Action that needs to be taken – a recommendation to the city council to approve W&S committee submitting an application for a bonding bill in 2016 for a stand alone facility in Oronoco and water system distribution in District C (west side of the highway). The water system project may complicate the process but it needs to be included in the details of the bonding bill parameters. Maybe the District C water distribution could be the local share portion in the overall. We would need to

consider a loop system if we do put the water distribution system into District C.   Motion by Larry Stolp and second by Brian Breider. Motion approved.
e. Suggestion to recommend Phase I and II be part of the bonding bill application, along with the water project in District C. 
f. Suggesting for cost sharing, as an example 25% cost sharing, to include other costs for the water system and sewer upgrade. 
g. Additional costs for Oronoco’s story could be the need for a second well, extending lines to water and sewer in District C and F. 

We need to develop a story to the legislature why a city of our size needs financial help because of added road turn backs and bridges from the state and county, a quadrant layout of the city divided by a highway and rivers, lower income, high income, limitation for future expansion both commercial and residential. Environmental and safety concerns with non-compliant individual septic systems that need to be replaced with a municipal sewer system are major concern.
h. Ryland to work with Sandy for access to the CBS system for the Minnesota Management Bill application. Joe and Ryland and Joe to work on the presentation to the council. Suggested special council meeting Sept 24 6:30pm.

VII. Update on Income survey for B, C & F – update from Sheila
a. 183 letters were mailed August 20, 2015
b. Responses as of Wednesday, Sept 16th:
i. District B - 31 of 91 for 34% response.

ii. District F - 18 of 45 for 40% response

iii. District C - 19 of 45 for 42% response

c. Other comments – found one rental. Three received without names or incomes, so they will receive another form to fill out.

d. Options – send a second letter. 113 need to be resent ~$60-70 for mailing without a returned stamped envelope. Do we have contact information to call or email? Sandy may have the contact information. Sheila to work with Sandy on the 2nd mailing.
e. Will review the responses at the Oct 7th meeting from Sheila.

VIII. Other
a. Fall Newsletter information is due next week.

i. 2nd survey letters will be sent out to those have not responded.

IX. Adjournment – 8:14PM
X. Next meeting 
a. Workshop meeting Oct 7, 6:30PM to review submission application details and discussion about the presentation for the Senate Tour committee tour Oct 28. Ryland should have details regarding the timeframe when the Senate bonding tour will visit Oronoco.
b. Next monthly W&S meeting Oct 13, 6:30PM

Respectively submitted by Ryland Eichhorst
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