Mar 14, 2017  W&S Agenda  and Minutes

 City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 
March 14, 2017 at 8:05PM
Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Joe Palen, Larry Stolp, Brian Breider, Ross Parker, Sheila Craig, Ryland Eichhorst, Beau Hanenberger
Others: Steve McNamara
I. Agenda
II. Approval of Jan 9, 2017 minutes
II. Motion approved by Larry Stolp. Seconded by Ross Parker. Approved.
III. Discuss feedback from United Stated Dept of Agricultural- Rural Development (USDA-RD) regarding the request for loan funds to move the sewer project forward (Sheila)
III. Sheila explained the background from meeting Chuck Phillips at the USDA – RD regarding a low interest loan for pre-engineering and engineering work, should we decide to pursue the low interest loan in case bonding money is not available this year. Based on these comments, there are no funding opportunities with the USDA-RD. 

III. USDA-RD suggested that Oronoco contact Minnesota Rural Water to look at their possible funding. The only opportunity would be a midi-loan up to $1 million from Minnesota Rural Water Association, paid over a 15 year period at a low interest loan. Sheila will keep the information for further consideration. It is the understanding that any bonding bill could pay the loan off, if the city chooses to consider such a loan. Thank you Sheila for following up with the USDA.
IV. Review Riverwood Hills water looping proposals (Joe)

IV. Joe explained the various options for consideration.

IV. Discussion around evaluation of water flows and pressures via computer program, which the city does not currently have.

IV. Need to do soil borings, contact two homeowner off Istas Ln and one owner off Valley View Rd SE regarding easements, if Phase I is approved by the council.
IV. Motion made by Ross Parker to adopt Phase I this year by some form of assessment policy. Second by Ryland Eichhorst. Motion not approved.
IV. Motion made by Ross Parker to adopt Phase I this year and funded by WAC and SAC. Seconded by Brian Breider. Motion approved with one vote against. Motion approved and to be submitted/recommended to City Council at March 21 meeting .

V. Plan for MOU report to MPCA and Olmsted County and plan for meeting with Steven Oscarson, MPCA and Don VanKeulen, Olmsted County at the April 11 meeting
V. Joe and Sheila will develop a draft for review and have it prepared for the April 11 meeting. 
VI. Bonding Bill – brief update (Ryland)
VI. Ryland shared the latest information regarding his visit to the Capital on March 2. Senator Senjem’s bill SF210, which is last year bonding bill that did not pass, has gone through various Senate Committees with approval and now waits on the Senate Floor for the House to provide a bonding bill proposal. SF201 has a line item of $500,000 for Oronoco to commission a study for determining a solution is best for Oronoco – regionalization with Pine Island, Rochester or a stand-alone WWTP in Oronoco. A House bonding bill will most likely not be developed until the April / May time frame. Like last year, a bonding bill will be completed towards the end of the session.
VII. Resident Support activity to legislators – follow-up to newsletter article
VII. Ryland shared a comment from Senator Senjem’s office that no one from Oronoco had called his office after the newsletter was published in late February. 
VIII. Other
VIII. Minnesota Management Budget (MMB) released an email March 14, stating that the Capital Budget System (CBS) will be open in May 2017 to allow collection of cities capital project information to be submitted for the Governors 2018 capital budget. No end date for inputting into the CBS was mentioned in the email. More information to be forthcoming.
IX. Adjournment –  9:45 PM
X.  Next meeting, April 11, 2017, 6:30PM. 
Respectively submitted by 
Ryland Eichhorst

Sheila Craig
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