April 14, 2015 W&S  Agenda

City of Oronoco

Regular Water & Sewer Committee Meeting Agenda
April 14, 2015
6:30PM

Committee Member Attendees: Sheila Craig, Ross Parker, Brian Breider, Larry Stolp, Joe Palen-Engineer, , Trish Shield, and Ryland Eichhorst

Others: Jeff Hovel, Clay and Joanna Wittlief, Beau Hanenberger, Angela Smith and Terry Leary

Public comments-



No public comments were shared from the public.


Agenda;



Brian Breider motion to accept the agenda. Larry seconded. Approved.
I. Approval of March 10 minutes

a. Ross Parker motion to approve minutes. Seconded by Brian Breider. Approved.
II. Update on Sewer Project timeline – Joe

a. Discussed briefly the time line for the Oronoco WWTP. The 2015 fall Bonding Bill may not go through the legislature this year. Should we consider a sub-committee to put together a presentation for a future legislature discussion or with a lobbyist? Ryland to contact League of Minnesota Cities regarding possible lobbyist. Ryland also has a lobbyist from Senator Senjem. Ryland to update meeting notes with status of lobbyists names. Ryland followed up with the representative from the League of Minnesota Cities regarding possible lobbyists. He indicated that it would not be beneficial to contact any lobbyists until the MPCA scoring is complete and the project is placed on the Clean Water Project Priority List with a ranking.
b. Sheila commented that we need to look at all sources already available through state Public Facilities Authority programs.

c. Joe explained that we need to do more study of a site which will require more costs for an Oronoco WWTP proposal.
d. Scoring for District C and F will be announced in August and hopefully will help put those areas in scoring range for some funding, but not to exceed the $3 million cap for each project.
e. Working back from $18 million for funding – sources are available per Joe’s comments. Wastewater Infrastructure Funding (WIF) is sometimes offered for projects to improve the affordability, i.e. if project costs are deemed too high for the income level of the residents. Joe’s estimate is a $9 million gap of the $18million.

III.  Report on Oronoco/Pine Island Joint Project – committee  members

a. Ryland shared comments from the 27 March 2015 meeting. Pine Island appears to have timeline but not really in a position to share that with us. Overall meeting was very positive. 
b. Joe is waiting for sewer agreements from Plainview/Elgin, St Charles/Dover/Eyota. We currently have Kasson-Mantorville agreement.

c. Larry shared concerns that Oronoco needs to look at our WWTP facility.
IV.  MOU & FAQ – plan for dissemination of this information

a. How is it being shared with the public? Joe said that he has received the signed MOU from the county. Plan to post the ordinance, MOU effective date 24 March 2015 (5 year date 24 March 2020) and Q &A on the Oronoco website. Sheila to follow-up with Sandy and John Harford, at Olmsted Co. to insure information is posted, as well as on Facebook. 

V.  Pumping List update – discussion regarding the information

a. Sandy sent Sheila the latest pumping information list –information on who and when residents have pumped their system and information from the pumping contractor. Sheila to follow-up with Sandy and report back at the May meeting more detail information.

VI. Communicating with Township residents

a. How best to share with township residents. Sheila to continue sending agendas and meeting notes to township residents on her mailing list. 
VII.  Newsletter Items Due April 21

a. SSTS Ordinance, MOU and Q&A information is to be included in newsletter. 

b. Notice the Water and Sewer meeting date has changed.

c. Riverwoods annual meeting is early May and Brian to encourage new members to join the Water and Sewer committee.
VIII.  Other
a. Brian mentioned that an item came up at Planning and Zoning regarding adding water lines. How should the city support such an extension to either residential or commercial zoning areas? City staff says that water and sewer service need to be in place for future extensions.

b. Note that the Reiss property has been sold that was shown in the Facility plan as a possible site for Oronoco WWTP

IX. Adjournment

a. Next meeting May 12 at 6:30pm. 

b. Meeting adjourned 7:38pm.

Respectively submitted,

Ryland Eichhorst
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