Dec 13, 2016  W&S Agenda  and Minutes

City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 
December 13, 2016 at 6:30PM

Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Ryland Eichhorst, Larry Stolp, Joe Palen, Sheila Craig, Brian Breider
Others: 
a. Agenda
a. Approval of Oct 11, 2016  minutes
a. Motion approved by Brian Breider. Seconded by Larry Stolp. Approved.
a. Update on bonding bill – Ryland
a. Lobbyist update and special session – 
a. There is a 50/50 possibility of the legislatures having a special session Dec 20. If there is, there is a possibility of the bonding bill be passed where Oronoco could be awarded $500,000 appropriation (cash) towards working on a solution for regionalization. 
b. Secure funding in upcoming bonding bill –

b. Who should we be talking to?

b. Need to work with Senator Senjem, Rep Quam and our lobbyist regarding a 2017 bill language after the 2017 session begins on January 3rd. 
b. Additional communications / mailing needed with select legislators?

b. Sheila to draft letter for residents and forward to W&S committee for comments

b. This letter is to give the Oronoco residents an opportunity to add comments and support regarding the critical need for funding our wastewater project to House and Senate Capital Investment committee members.

b.  Mail to 2017 House and Senate Capital Investment committee members.  A list of 2017 House and Senate Capital Investment committee will be made available before the January 3rd session starts.
b. Should we amend our funding request?

b. Current bonding bill that might be discussed on Dec 20th would be difficult or almost impossible to change the language or dollar amount of $500,000.00. 
a. Discuss the possibility for applying for USDA funding for design expenses –

a. Consider sending in the following city information for consideration –

a. 2015 City Audit

a. 2014 Facility Plan for the Wastewater Project

a. Latest Income Surveys for B, C & F

a. Ryland and Sheila spoke with Chuck Phillip, USDA Area Director for Rural Development, this fall and he is encouraging/suggesting the city to provide this information for consideration of a possible low interest loan. This is not an application, per say, just an inquiry. 
a. Joe to setup a FTP site for the documents and Sheila to forward with link to FTP site in a letter to Mr. Phillips.

a. Ryland to share with city council at the December 20 meeting. 
a. Set up a Task Force meeting with Pine Island representatives in January 
a. Follow-up regarding possible WWTS plant location in Elk Run area or in Oronoco

a. Need to review with Pine Island at the next task force meeting

b. Review commitment by Pine Island for a regionalization

b. Suggest a meeting the 4th week in Oronoco, January 23, 24, 25 or 26 at 6:30PM.
b. Sheila to send an email to David Todd  
b. W&S to set agenda items at January 10, 2017 meeting

a. Follow-up with possible discussion with Rochester regarding regionalization

a. Ryland is considering talking with Rochester City Council President to see if there is any new interest in working with Oronoco.  
a. Prepare for annual meeting with County and MPCA for MOU Update

a. Sheila to contact MPCA and County regarding the MOU review, 23 February 2017, 6:30PM at Oronoco Community Center
a. Other

a. Adjournment – 7:45PM.  
a.  Next meeting, Jan 10, 2017, 6:30PM. 
Respectively submitted by 
Ryland Eichhorst

Sheila Craig
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