April 12, 2016  W&S Agenda and Minutes

City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 
April 12, 2016 at 6:30PM

Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Ryland Eichhorst, Larry Stolp, Joe Palen, Sheila Craig, Brian Breider, Ross Parker
Others: Beau Haneburger, Jeff Hovel
a. Agenda
a. Approval of March 8, 2016  minutes
a. Motion approved by Larry Stolp. Seconded by Brian Breider. Approved.
a. Bonding Updates and next steps
a. Ryland update –
a. Senate Bill – The Senate bill, which is a ‘stand-alone wastewater treatment plant in Oronoco’, is currently in the Senate Capital Investment committee and will not see any additional activity until after May 5th, when the House releases its version and goes to conference committee between the Senate and House for decision making.
a. House Bill – Rep Quam amended the House bill version to remove the words “in” and “Oronoco” and added “as part of a joint powers agreement for wastewater treatment with the City of Pine Island”. Rep Quam indicated that the discussion on the House side is more receptive for funding if a ‘regionalization’ approach is considered. The House version with this amendment is a ‘placeholder’ for the House/Senate conference committee to discuss when the House releases its bill to the conference committee to finalize the decision after May 5th. A decision will be made by end of session, May 23rd.
a. A letter requesting support for regionalization with Oronoco has been sent by the Kevin to Pine Island and Rochester respective Mayors and city councils to discuss and respond, yes or no. 
Rochester – no response has been received to date. Next city council meeting       is April 18th. 

Pine Island – the city council will discuss a response at their April 19th city council meeting. A resolution for support of regionalization with Pine Island has been drafted for Pine Island city council to respond to.
a. Project Priority List Update from Sheila for Districts G, J, K, L & M
a. Sheila update – The MPCA is reviewing the ‘K’ project priority list with Sheila.
a. Update on Income survey for B, C & F – update from Sheila as of 12 April 2016 
a. District B – 79% response.   70 of 89 responded. $56,000.00 median income
a. 71 needed for an 80% response rate

a. District C – 64% response.   28 of 43 responded. $55,645.00 median income

a. 34 needed for an 80% response rate

a. District F – 74% response.   33 of 44 responded. $55,000.00 median income.
a. 35 needed for an 80% response rate
a. Continue to make contacts and follow-up.
a. Cumulative response is 72%, so far.
b. Sheila to send members an updated list for personal visits for those households that have not responded.
a. Oronoco/Pine Island Task Force meeting

a. Schedule a meeting April 26th, 6:00 PM at Pine Island. The 28th would be the backup. Sheila to survey the PI members to see if the 26th will work for them.
a. Other
a. Joe and Ryland to set up a meeting with Rep Quam and Senator Senjem to clarify the possible alternative plans for regionalization with Pine Island, prior to the House/Senate conference committee discussion, which will occur after May 5th in St. Paul.
a. Adjournment – 7:55PM
a.   Next meeting, May 10, 6:30PM
Respectively submitted by 
Ryland Eichhorst

Sheila Craig
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