May 10, 2016  W&S Agenda and Minutes

City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 
May 10, 2016 at 6:30PM

Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Ryland Eichhorst, Larry Stolp, Joe Palen, Sheila Craig, Brian Breider, Laurie Long
Others: Jeff Hovel
a. Agenda
a. Approval of April 12, 2016  minutes
a. Motion approved by Brian Breider. Seconded by Laurie Long. Approved.
a. Bonding Updates and next steps
a. Ryland update –
a. Senate Bill – The Senate voted on their $1.8billion Capital Investment bonding bill last Friday. The bonding bill included Oronoco’s Wastewater Collection and Treatment facilities which was on the bill, with an appropriation of $500.000 grant money to cover a study to be conducted to determine if the Oronoco stand-alone plant, or connection to Pine Island or Rochester would be the correct solution. 
Senator Senjem proposed an amendment for the bill for $999million. His bill included language for the Oronoco project for predesign and design of construction based on the outcome of the solution on how best to come up with a solution for a stand-along plant in Oronoco, connection to Pine Island or Oronoco. The amendment failed with 18 Yay and 47 Nay’s.

The original bill for $1.8billion was voted and it failed by 1 vote, 40 Yay and 26 Nay’s. It needed 41 votes to pass. 

The Senate waits for the House Bonding Bill to be released which provides the funds for the bonding bill projects that the House wants to fund.

a. House Bill – The House bonding bill has not been released, at this time. Hopefully, it will be released, discussed in conference committee made up of (5) Senators and (5) House members and voted on by the end of the session, which ends on May 23rd. 
A letter has been approved by city council this evening to send it to Senator Leroy Stumpf, Senate Capital Investment committee chairman and Representative Paul Torkelson, House Capital Investment Committee chairman, requesting an increase for the appropriation from $500,000 to $2,000,000 to conduct predesign and design, so we can be ‘shovel ready’ for the 2018 bonding session. 
A meeting is hopefully being planned to meet with Rep Quam this week to insure that our project is being promoted to Rep Torkelson for consideration in the bonding bill, should there be one. 

a. Project Priority List Update from Sheila for Districts G, J, K, L & M
a. Sheila update – A report will come out in late August and finalize in September. 
a. Update on Income survey for B, C & F – update from Sheila as of 10 May 2016. No change from April data.
a. District B – 79% response.   70 of 89 responded. $56,000.00 median income
a. 71 needed for an 80% response rate

a. District C – 64% response.   28 of 43 responded. $55,645.00 median income

a. 34 needed for an 80% response rate

a. District F – 74% response.   33 of 44 responded. $55,000.00 median income.
a. 35 needed for an 80% response rate
a. Continue to make contacts and follow-up.
a. Cumulative response is 72%, so far.

a. Other
a. Water usage in 2015 – Ryland shared water usage figures in 2015, with emphasis on water usage in July and August. He also compared the July and August usage for 2014, 2013 and 2012. A worst case scenario during these months of the Riverwood Hills pump failing or main water line break could result in loss of water pressure for some Riverwood Hills residents within hours and no water being available within 24 hours or less, by having just one well and no backup well in our system. See attached data.
b. Reservoir concern – Larry Stolp shared a concern with the current reservoir capacity for future expansion to the south within the Future Use Plan for Oronoco.

c. Suggest a letter or phone call from citizens to Rep Quam and Senator Senjem by committee members and private citizens. 

a. Newsletter due by May 27th. 

a. Will submit a bonding bill report May 24th for the newsletter if there is still time to submit.

a. Adjournment – 7:40PM
a.   Next meeting, June 14, 6:30PM – Ryland will be absent. Sheila to designate note taker at that meeting.
Respectively submitted by 
Ryland Eichhorst

Sheila Craig
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