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Meeting Minutes
May 27th, 2014
	Members Present: 
Laurie Long
Charlie Fried
Brian Breider
Joe Palen, City Engineer
Sheila Craig, SEMN Wastewater Initiative
Jayne Krause, Council Representative
Skyler Breitenstein, Council Representative
	Guests:
Joe Koller
Jess Peterman
Randi Clitty 
Terry Haukom
Clay Wittlief
Joanna Wittlief
Tim Hansel (sp ?)
Terry Leary
Trish Shields
Lorraine Wittlief
John Harford, Olmsted County Planner


Meeting called to order @ 6:30pm
Due to so many new faces, Sheila started introductions.  Sheila mentioned that an additional letter had been sent to the 34 homes that remain to hook up to city water system (86% complete).  Sheila also discussed funding assistance from the USDA 504 Rural Development  Loan Program.  Committee expressed frustration about so many grant dollars being left unclaimed from the grant that had been available for sealing their wells – a 75% grant.
Question Regarding Delaying Hookup (Randi Clitty on behalf of Toni Kiefer
Randi asked the committee about delaying hookup if they’re in process of submitting a  funding application. Discussion about length of time- several don’t want deferred for 2-3 years, etc.  Brian motioned and Charlie seconded recommending to council to delay hookup for 6 months- those residents who can document that they have applied for funding by today’s date.  Motion passed unanimously.
Question Regarding Delaying Hookup (Joe Koller) 
Moved here in 2001 and put in a new well in 2006 (into the Jordan Aquifer), because his well ran dry and there wasn’t any talk of city services.  Joe wants to delay water hookup until both city water and sewer services are available.  Request to delay hookup to city water was denied by committee and recommends that city council do the same. Others who have newer wells have hooked up to the City water and sealed their wells.
Guest: John Harford, Olmsted County Planner
John came to give a reason for updating the Olmsted County SSTS (subsurface sewer treatment system) Ordinance.  State updated the code requirement to modify SSTS ordinance language.  With few exceptions, the county draft comes out of state MPCA rules.  The county has worked with area townships to clarify misunderstandings.  Question from the audience about where this proposed ordinance language came from:  It was approved through the legislature and the MPCA (also passing through an Administrative Law Judge).  The Olmsted County Environmental Commission Hearing will be on June 18th to hear further comments about the new SSTS ordinance language.  Question: With Oronoco on the path to providing its own city sewer and the financial harm that residents could experience, should they have to comply with the proposed ordinance prior to connecting to city sewer, is there a way that Oronoco can be carved out of the ordinance language, contingent on developing a city sewer system?  Answser: No, it has to comply with state and county language; the request would have to go before Gretchen Sabel at the MPCA in St. Paul; also, John hasn’t heard of any exceptions and doesn’t feel the county has authority to amend ordinance.   3 out of 4 in the historic area of downtown Oronoco would be affected.  John repeatedly said that the county doesn’t have that level of authority to approve any waivers or “carving out language for Oronoco”.  Sheila will talk with the MPCA for whom to address comments/concerns.  Brian motioned and Jayne seconded to have Sheila or Joe draft a letter to both the MPCA and Olmsted County to address issues with the proposed ordinance, while the City of Oronoco is moving forward with Facility Plan approval by the MPCA.  John suggested to talk about portions of the city not included in the Facility Plan.  Motion passed unanimously.  Brian feels real estate sales will be a big part of the new ordinance.  Complaints can also trigger a compliance inspection.
Other: 
The remaining guests (predominantly from Oronoco Township) who didn’t previously speak were very opposed to the proposed Oronoco Sewer Facility location.  Many felt Oronoco and Pine Island should go together.  Due to the scenic area, many felt that it didn’t seem right to put it on the proposed site.  Another person offered comments/concerns about remediation for the phosphorus.  City of Oronoco resident Clay Wittlief offered alternate locations: where the old Amish barn is located; and, near the Animal House Boarding facility.  Those concerned were re-informed that the proposed location and the proposed city sewer system are just that- proposals.  Nothing is set in stone and there will be many more meetings as this process progresses, before formally picking both a plan and location (should the Oronoco plan be chosen).
Meeting adjourned @ 8:25pm
Next meeting: Tuesday, June 24th, 2014 @ 6:30pm
Respectfully submitted,
Skyler Breitenstein, Council Representative
Sheila Craig, SEMN Wastewater Initiative




