[bookmark: _GoBack]Water and Sewer Committee Meeting Minutes
January 28th, 2014
Members Present:
Ross Parker
Brian Breider
Jim Kenyon
Joe Palen, City Engineer
Sheila Craig, SEMN Wastewater Initiative
Jayne Krause, Council Representative
Skyler Breitenstein, Council Representative
Meeting called to order @ 6:34 p.m.
Facility Plan Update
Joe has had good correspondence with Pine Island.  Stantec is investigating types of collection systems, how best to serve Oronoco.  River Park has approximately 85 lots, 2 lift stations and 1 system.  Cedar Woodlands has 41 lots, 2 community systems and 1 lift station.  Cedar Woodlands Commercial Land has 1 lift station.  Riverwood Hills has approximately 100 lots on 3 systems.  Questions arose about how to tie all of these systems together and pump north or south.  The downtown area (2/3 of existing systems failing of 111-115 lots) is a high priority area; it would be easy to serve, as these lots are close together.  Another area of consideration is the area just south of downtown Oronoco (across the bridge).  Yet another higher density area is north of Center Street.  Numbers of users is a consideration.  There may be a possible grant of $3 Million from 3/8 cent sales tax (Clean Water Legacy Funds).  Sheila will look into the Zumbro Hills area septic service (though deemed a lower priority area, due to newer systems).  Joe requested input from the committee about the priority of sewer/septic service.  The committee generally agrees with pursuing the downtown as the highest priority, with possibly the area south of the bridge and the area north of Center Street coming next on the list.
River Wood Hills Update
The homeowner’s association doesn’t have the financial resources to go it alone.  Have had conversations with the new owners of McGhie & Betts.  The developer still feels he owns the system though he doesn’t feel he owns the property; very messy situation.  It appears to be the only system the developer still operates.  It’s a challenge to get the pieces to come together.
Oronoco Township Property Designation Update
Based upon input from the developer, Oronoco Township, and a majority of the Oronoco City Council (not including Councilor Breitenstein); the county commissioners voted to change the land designation to Resource Protection-Potential Suburban Area even though letters were sent on behalf of the Water & Sewer Committee and county staff recommending to keep the current land designation.  This is now a closed topic.

Summary Newsletter Article
Sheila will work with Zumbro Watershed Partnership to draft a summary newsletter article highlighting the recent conclusion and success of the Well Sealing Grant opportunities that existed for Oronoco residents and may touch on the forthcoming schedule for connection to the municipal water system, this summer.

Next Meeting: February 25th @ 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting adjourned @ 7:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Skyler Breitenstein, Council Representative
Sheila Craig, SEMN Wastewater Initiative

