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Meeting Minutes -- August 26, 2014
Members Present – Laurie Long, Brian Breider, Larry Stolp, Jayne Krause, Charlie Fried, Ross Parker; Joe Palen,Engineer; and Sheila Craig, Wastewater Initiative
Others Present – Clay Wittlief, Jeff Hovel, Trish Shields, Cain Dolan, Ryland Eichhorst, John Trolander, Tim Hovel, Aaron Biedermann, Beau Hanenberger, Paul Pendergrass, and Terry Leary.
Update on Fines for Not Hooking Up to Water –
Sixteen homes are not hooked up to water as of this date.  Fines will be applied to these homes in the August billing.  Fines are $25 first month, $50 second month and $75 for the duration until home is hooked up to city water.
Update on 7/29/14 Meeting With MPCA and County –
Joe informed us the Olmsted County Board will be having a public hearing on September 23 to consider adoption of the new county Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems Ordinance.  Joe then gave comments regarding the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Between City of Oronoco and Olmsted County and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
This MOU only addresses parcels in the Oronoco downtown area, north of the river.  Areas B, C, F and the Caravath subdivision should be added to the MOU.  And Joe feels some language should be explained in more depth.  After five years the county and MPCA could grant an extension to the city.
There was continued discussion regarding MOU.  Joe feels MOU needs to address exemptions in more detail.  City of Ornonco will need to know what will be enforced and what will not be enforced.  The MOU gives the City a little breathing room from the new ordinance.  Sheila stated the five year exemption is a tight schedule for funding.  Joe stated the stakeholders need to get together and reach some conclusions regarding MOU; Joe will list items city has concerns with, send to County and PCA while Sheila with set up a meeting to discuss the MOU.
Pursing Funding Options –
No update, no comments from the MPCA regarding Facilities Plan
Update on Facilities Plan –
The plan has been at the MPCA department since April, no comments received.
Public Forum –
John Torlander, Kings Park, is concerned with land values being devalued if proposed wastewater treatment site is chosen.  And this site could hurt water recreation plus is wondering what DNR thinks of this site.  Joe stated the PCA and DNR need to approve all permitting for any site to meet water quality.
Clay Whittlief feels there could be $500,000 to one million dollar homes built on the river bluff, the sewer plant will destroy that opportunity, and feels the plant coiuld be built by the dog kennel or by the Amish barn.  He feels this is a city problem, not a township problem.  Brian Brieder suggested those in opposition to this site bring their concerns and proposals to the City Council.
Charlie Fried feels the river is an asset to the City, and we really need to think about what Oronoco will look like in the next 20 years.
Ryland Eichhorst who lives in River Park asked if the treatment plant will be open or covered.  Joe answered some parts of the plant will be open, and he has not been authorized to look at other sites.

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 PM
Next meeting September 23,  2014, 6:30 PM
Respectfully submitted by:
Jayne Krause
