Oronoco Water and Sewer Meeting Minutes
June 24, 2014

Members Present: Laurie Long, Larry Stolp, Jayne Krause, Brian Breider, Joe Palen, and Sheila Craig
Other Attendees:  Lorraine Wittlief, Joanna Wittlief, Terry Leary, Tim Hovel, Terry Meurer, Erik Tryggestad
Water and Sewer meeting opened at 6:35 PM
Recommendations Sent to City Council –
The City Council did not allow continued use of wells.  If any residents have applied for financial aid for water assistance by the end of June, they will be given a hookup deferment to December 31, 2014.
Update Connections to Water System – Twenty four homes have not hooked up to city water as of this date.
Olmsted County Sewer Ordinance –
Joe Palen updated committee on the proposed Olmsted County Sewer Ordinance.  Joe had a productive meeting with MPCA, explaining the City of Oronoco concerns with proposed ordinance.  A letter was sent by the city to Olmsted County explaining the primary concern of the city that there are many septic systems that are not in compliance.  If owners of these homes wanted to remodel or sell their home, the septic system would not be in compliance with STSS.  The home owner would need to spend money to update current system in order to remodel or sell the home, only to have to spend more money when municipal septic system is constructed.  It will be necessary to execute a Memo of Understanding between the City of Oronoco, Olmsted County and MPCA if county and MPCA agree to our proposals.  Aaron Luckstein is setting up a meeting with the three entities to discuss these issues.  Joe stated funding is a key component to the city septic system, and all should contact individual legislatures to encourage legislators to approve funding for this project.
Update from Public Hearing –
[bookmark: _GoBack]Charlie Fried and Sheila Craig attended this meeting at Olmsted County.  Much of the discussion was about having three or four feet separation from the confining layer (wet soil or bed rock). The county is staying with the four feet separation unless owner can use a pressurized bed.  The state distance is three feet.
Facilities Plan –
Following questions/concerns were asked by township attendees, and answers follow in italics.
How was the site selected?  Site needs to have four buildable acres; not in the floodplain, hopefully property could be purchased, least impact to people, expansion available, close to river.  Four acres will serve the city long term; would rather have five or six acres.  Three pictures of optional sites were presented by township members to committee and will be reviewed by committee and city engineer.
Growth for the city will probably be along the river.  This treatment plant may stop this growth in the proposed area.  It is necessary to have a municipal septic system in order to grow the commercial base in the city.
This new plant will reduce property values of those parcels near the plant and township residents do not want plant near their homes.  Per Joe the new plant will be at least one quarter of a mile from any homes, pumps will be in a building or underground to minimize noise and a yard light and a fence will be constructed for security.  At times there will be an odor.  It may take at least a year to acquire property for treatment plant.
Why not work with Pine Island and share a system with them.  The cost implications are greater with Pine Island.  Engineer is looking for a mechanical plant that would work on a four acre site.  It is difficult to develop property around the city without city septic system.  And engineer will re-visit option to share a septic system with City of Pine Island.  
Is there other land that needs to be acquired besides building site?   Joe answered they will try to fit construction in current right-of-way and existing easements.
Committee member Laurie Long asked if the City of Oronoco will need to pay to look at other sites.  Joe explained it should not be too costly and will look at two or three additional sites.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM
Next Water and Sewer Meeting is July 22, 2014, 6:30 PM
Submitted by Jayne Krause



