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Water and Sewer Meeting
September 23, 2014
Members Present – Laurie Long; Larry Stolp; Jayne Krause, City Council; Skyler Breitenstein (via phone), City Council; Joe Palen, Engineer; and Sheila Craig, Wastewater Initiative
Others Present:  Jeff Hovel, Trish Shields, Terry Leary, Tim Hovel, and Ryland Eichhorst.
Meeting started at 6:30 PM
Update on MOU
City of Oronoco will send a request to MPCA to add Districts C and F, to be included in the Memo of Understanding (MOU).  The Facility Plan may need to be amended to add Districts C and F with District B.  The MPCA will not consider expanding the MOU five-year term at this time but may consider time expansion on a yearly basis based on progress with our project.  MPCA will be sending a response to our Facility Plan including a discussion on different funding scenarios and funding eligibility.
The MOU only addresses parcels that are Imminet Threat to Public Health (ITPH) or Failure to Protect Groundwater.  The MPCA will draft a cover letter for the MOU that clarifies the intent of the MOU and that the MOU is intended to provide exemptions for nearly all setback and permit issues.  The cover letter will also include what the City and County’s responsibilities will be, how information will be shared and how different situations will be handled.  Also included will be a Frequently Asked Questions document.
An SSTS inspection will be required for all occurrences discussed within the new SSTS Ordinance.  Private licensed companies will complete the inspections.  Copies of the results of the inspection will be filed at the County and City and sent to the property owner along with a letter discussing the MOU, it is a five-year term and the associated requirements.  The letter will also discuss the possibility of Oronoco developing a wastewater system and that some of the associated costs could be assessed to the benefiting property owners.  MPCA will send a copy of a template letter that has been used by other cities.  Any building permits that will increase SSTS wastewater load will be addressed on a case-by-case basis with intent to avoid creating ITPH or Failure to Protect Groundwater situations.
Property owners selling parcels will be required to contract with a licensed inspector and have a formal inspection completed and filed with the County.  Copies of the inspection results will also be sent to the City and the property owner along with a letter discussing the MOU five-year term and the associated requirements.  This letter will also include the possibility of Oronco developing a wastewater system and that some of the associated costs could be assessed to the benefiting property owners.  No escrow accounts would be required.  The County Recorder will track sales, enforce inspection requirements and send letters to all entities involved.
Water System
Sixteen homes have not connected to the City water system.  Two residents have paid the non-hook up fee first bill of $25 each.
Facilities Plan Update
MPCA has not responded to our Facilities Plan.
Items for Fall Newsletter
Items to include in the newsletter are, increase in water rates and that Olmsted County is in the process of developing a new STSS ordinance which will impact many residents.  The Frequently Asked Questions will be linked to the city website.
Public Forum
Ryland Eichhorst asked how will people become informed on the possible wastewater treatment plant and the MOU and new STSS County ordinance plus what future meetings, etc will be held.  The MOU, STSS Ordinance and accompanying documents will be linked to City website after all have been approved.
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
Next meeting is October 28, 2014 at 6:30 PM.

Respectfully Submitted By:
Jayne Krause
