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Summer 

2019 
A Message from the Mayor 

Welcome to the new residents  – glad to have you 
in Oronoco! 

National Night Out – This year’s Oronoco National 
Night Out (NN0) will be Tuesday, August 6th from 
5 pm to 7 pm at Oronoco Park. The park is        
located off of 5th St NW, west of MN Ave that 
goes through Downtown Oronoco. There will be 
bounce houses for the kids, Fire Department and 
1st Responder personnel have events that the 
kids enjoy doing and the Olmsted Sheriff’s               
Department canine division will have a                   
demonstration. There will be hamburgers, hot 
dogs and all the fixings! We will also have door 
prizes for kids and adults! Don’t want to miss that!  

Gold Rush helps sponsor NNO by donations from 
last years 3-day August weekend event. The              
donation supports the rental of the bounce                   
houses and food costs! Many other donations 
come in from our local businesses for the children 
gift bags and door prizes. City staff is also             
engaged with arranging the event and the Gold 
Rush committee appreciates that very much.  

There will be a Gold Rush table at NNO for those 
that are interested in volunteering for 2-hour      
periods to help out at the information booth, ice 
cart or where there may be another need for     
volunteers during the August 16, 17 &18 weekend 
event.  

If there are any teenagers that are interested in 
acquiring a few extra dollars, the vendors that set 
up for the show need help unloading and setting 
up and will hire teenagers directly to help – please 
consider signing up for those extra dollars at the 
Gold Rush table or at the Information Booth on 
Thursday, August 15!  

Cont. 



Gold Rush Committee members will be at a table to answer any 
questions that you may have regarding the Gold Rush event! Look 
forward to seeing everyone there!  

Water & Sewer – The Water & Sewer committee, along with                 
Stantec engineering, our City engineering firm, continue to                     
communicate weekly and monthly with the Minnesota Pollution    
Control Agency (MPCA) and the Minnesota Public Finance Authority 
(PFA) regarding the numerous permits, reports and funding for our 
wastewater project. Watch the City of Oronoco Facebook and web 
site for upcoming meetings this fall. The committee meets the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month, 6:30PM at the Community Center, if you 
have any questions or just listen to what is happening!  

Grass Clippings on City Street – A friendly reminder that the City 
has an ordinance 92.51 that states that grass clippings should not 
be allowed on city streets. The main reason for this ordinance is the 
safety concern for bicyclist and motorcycle riders. The grass                 
clippings are very slippery and could cause a bike or motorcycle   
accident. They also tend to plug culvert pipes during heavy rains. I 
am sure residents walking their pets, kids walking and/or on roller 
blades would appreciate not having to walk through grass clippings 
on the streets, as well. Please be mindful and be a good community 
citizen. Thanks. 

Allis Park Update – The Park & Trails committee recently applied 
for a DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant and Operation Roundup Grant 
from People’s Energy to update Allis Park, which is located by the 
old dam/new rapids area. DNR awarded the City of Oronoco a 
$53,000 grant to go towards 50% of the cost to update the park. The 
city was also awarded $2,900 from the Operation Roundup Grant. 
The total $107,000 estimate cost of the project will update the park 
with a paved lot, handicap and parking spots, landscaping,                    
sidewalks to the overlook on the north abutment and be ADA               
compatible. We will also be relocating one of the dam tainter gates 
from Oronoco Park to Allis Park. The water wheels that were used 
for the Allis grist mill that were found next to the river during the dam 
removal project will be relocated from Oronoco Park. The tainter 
gate and water wheels will have educational kiosks designed and 
placed beside them. Look for the majority of the work to be done in 
2020.  



We are looking for members! 
Applications are on our website 

at www.oronocofire.com. 

 

1st Responder’s  

Fire Department 



DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS 

August 16-18, 2019 
 

Volunteers: 
Please consider volunteering for a few hours. This is also a 
great way for the youth to get involved in their community. If 
you are interested, contact Gold Rush member Marci                 
Goodman for available slots. 

 
Upcoming Dates: 

• Location/marking lot corners, Thursday’s -July 18 and 25 – 
meet 6 PM at Community Center 

• Marking Corners of 15 ft width lots, Wed, Aug 7 and Fri-
day, Aug 9 @ 6 PM 

• Striping of vendor lots and ROW – Sat. Aug 10 @7:30 AM 

• Flagging – putting flags on vendor lots and labels on flags 
– Wed, Aug 14 @ 6 PM 

• Complete flagging and putting labels on vendor lots – 
Thur., Aug 15 @ 8:00 AM 

• DOGR event - August 16-18 

 
Gathering Permits for Downtown Oronoco Gold Rush Days: 

Anyone in the City of Oronoco who rents space to vendors, 
park vehicles on their property, or has a sale during the event 
needs to purchase a Gathering Permit at City Hall, The fee is 
$25.00. Please call City Hall with any questions. 

 

Downtown Oronoco Gold Rush Days: 
Please check out the Downtown Oronoco God Rush Days               
Facebook page,  "like" us, and share! Also check out our                  
Instagram! There are lots of great photos of past                                 
merchandise. Visit the Downtown Oronoco Gold Rush Days 
website at www.goldrushmn.com  to keep updated! 
 

DOGR will have a car show this year! Hope to see you all 
there! 



The River Park/Cedar Woodlands trail  

and River Park park will be closed  

the rest of the season due 

 to additional flooding.  

 

Do not pass the barricades, or the locked gate due to the 
present hazards.  

 

Please make sure to inform your children to keep them 
safe. 

Public Works 



 Oronoco Area History Center 
Find us on Facebook! 

 

Our annual Ice Cream Social on July 18 was well   
attended and many people and families who came 
had not been to the History Center before. It was fun 

for us to show our various displays and answer   
questions about Oronoco area’s history. We are   
looking forward to seeing you at Pie Night on August 

29 at 6:00pm, when a variety of homemade pies and 
treats will be available and there will be another     

opportunity to see what the History Center has to  
offer. 
 

You may have seen Rochester’s Trolley in the area on 
June 19 when the History Center of Olmsted County 
in Rochester offered a tour of Oronoco and Oronoco 

Township, highlighting areas of historical interest. 
Mary Fuller, president of our history center, assisted 

in planning the tour and opened our museum as a 
rest stop during the tour where refreshments were 
offered. There may be another Trolley Tour available 

in September. Watch for more information on our   
Facebook page. 

 
50 years ago in the Rochester Post-Bulletin: 
“Many of the rural school district buildings will be 

sold as the consolidation with the Rochester school 
district takes effect in the fall of 1969. Many of the 31 
buildings will be boarded up. Some of the buildings 

slated for sale include Marion, Douglas, Stones     
Corner, Simpson, Boardman Valley Fitch, Farm Hill, 

Donovan, and Kings Park.” 
 
We would be interested to see any photos and                

memorabilia you have from your time in the area 
country schools! 
 



Greetings from the Oronoco Fire Department 
 
Hopefully the storms and flooding are past us now and thank you to the 
community members that helped fill sand bags or deliver sand bags to 
where they were needed.  We would like to remind everyone that the 
Oronoco fire hall is not staffed on a normal basis and we check our 
phone mail when we can.  During our last flooding we heard that     
people were trying to call us to see if we were sand bagging (or had 
sand bags), but we were not at the fire hall since we were out in the 
community at work.  For emergencies or public assistance requests 
(such as flooding/sand bags or lift assists) please call 911 so that we 
can get immediately notified or paged.  General questions can be left 
on the fire hall phone mail and will be responded to when we can. 
 
When you see water covering a roadway, do not drive through the                 
water.  Turn around. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone at National Night Out on Tuesday, 
August 6th, and during Oronoco Gold Rush Days, Friday August 16th 
through Sunday August 18th. 
 
Call the firehall at 367-4440 if you would like to leave a message with 
any questions or if you are interested in joining, and check out our 
website http://www.oronocofire.com and our Facebook page                       
https://www.facebook.com/oronocofire for more information. 



  2019 T-BALL 
 

Oronoco T-Ball has been selected to be part of the Rochester 

Honker's Dream Team program!! 

 

All players and coaches will be at the Honker's game on 8/7/19 

against the Willmar Stingers.  The game starts at 6:35 pm.   

 

Being a Dream Team means our players get some special perks 

in addition to the tickets: 

-Introductions of our players over the loudspeakers just like the 

Honker's players 

-Standing on the field with the Honker's during the National              

Anthem 

-Hanging out in the Honker's dugout with players and coaches 

before the game 

-Autographs from players 

-Free Gift from Cars 'N Credit for each player 

 

We're really excited to have this opportunity.  It will be a great 

way to wrap up a fun season of T-ball! 



 

The food shelf continues to serve the community.  The staff are 
looking for new folks to take over the coordination of the food 
shelf.  We are also searching for a new venue to host the food 
shelf.  Without this happening the facility will close operations 
in one year. We've been in operation for 10 years and the facility 
is difficult for visitors with mobility issues to access.  So we 
need a place on one level to replace the basement location.  

Ideas?  

Oronoco Food Shelf 



 
Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 

 

20 -3rd Street S.W., P.O. 118 
Phone 507-367-4711 

website: www.oronocochurch.org  

Pastor: Lisa Johnson 
Email: pastorlisaj@gmail.com 

Phone: 507-995-7310 
 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. 

Followed by coffee and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

- Come find our table at National Night Out on Aug. 6! We'll be there 

with cups and candy for the young and young at heart.  

 

- Campfires - Open to all! We provide hot dogs, brats, s'mores material 

... and the bug spray! Bring a chair, and come relax around a campfire. 

      * Aug. 25 - 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

      * Sept. 22 - 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

 

- Pregnancy and Infant Loss Vigil & Walk - Tues., Oct. 15 @ 7:00 

p.m. - October has been National Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness 

Month since 1988. Miscarriage, stillbirth, and infant death affect as 

many as 1 in 4 women and families. We'll gather for a vigil service, 

then a short walk down to the river to Allis Park. 

 

Cont. 

The Food Shelf is housed at and sponsored by  

our church together with Channel One.  
 

The food shelf is open the second  
and fourth Wednesday of each month.  

The food shelf will be open from 5-7:00 p.m.  



Book Exchange at  
Oronoco City Hall 

 
We have had a great turn around in books,                      

acquired CD’s, and movies as well. 
Feel free to bring books in  

or take books out! 

Dates to Watch for: 

We've got a few events that we're planning for the fall but don't 
have dates quite set for yet, so check our website - 
www.oronocochurch.org - for dates. 

- Painting fundraiser sometime in Oct. or Nov. *OPEN TO 
KIDS* 

- Trunk or Treat - end of Oct. 

 

Get Involved: 

If you're looking for a way to volunteer, we've got a couple of 
opportunities coming up. Contact the church for more                           
information: 

- serve dinner at the Dorothy Day House - Wed., Sept. 25 

- help with bingo at Pine Have Care Center sometime in October 



(507)273-1661 

 

 

(507) 367-4405 

oronococityhall@gmail.com 

www.oronoco.com 

  
 CITY OF ORONOCO MEETINGS CITY  CONTACTS 

 

Monday - Thursday 

9AM-3:30PM 

Friday 
9-1pm 



Please visit our website for    

notices, events, applications, 

permits, meeting minutes, and 

more. 
 

WWW.ORONOCO.COM 

CC Room Rental:   $75 - $150 

Meeting Room Rental:      $25 

Chairs:                       $35                     

Picnic  Tables:            $50  

Camp Sites:                         $15 

City Shelter:                        $30 

If you need a        
document notarized, 
contact City Hall.  
Your City Clerk is a 
Notary of the  Public.  
This is a service     
provided FREE by 
the City. 

WATER TEST 

KITS 

Available at City Hall. 

It tests for coli form, 

bacteria, nitrate,  chloride,   

sulfate,  nitrite  and fluoride. 

 

 

Please remember that           
all dogs and cats                

must be current on shots 
and licensed with Oronoco 

per City Ordinance. License 
are $5.00 a year per pet. 

Please renew your license 
every December at City Hall 
with a copy of your animals 

vaccination record. 

Thank you! 

SUMMER 



 

Water & Sewer 
 

To keep up to date on the sewer 
project, please visit the city     

website for current information. 

 

Planning & Zoning  
 

FLUP meeting August 22 at 7 pm 
 

We are looking for a new member! 
Please contact City Hall for information. 



ORONOCO SENIORS GROUP 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!                                                                                              

Join the Senior Citizens of Oronoco Seniors Group at the     
Oronoco  Community Center every 4th  Wednesday of the month 
April —November.  They play Bingo, cards, and have a great    
social gathering with an occasional speaker on  important topics 
to keep you informed.  A catered noon meal is offered for only 
$4.00.  Call Carole at 367-4717 with any questions you may have 
or if you are interested. 

Young at Heart Exercise Group 

Regular exercise and physical activity is important as we age for 

both our physical and mental health.  Staying physically active 

can help you continue doing summer activities and stay more 

independent.  Over long periods of time it can produce long-term 

health benefits.  Don’t let these busy summer months keep you 

from taking time to exercise.  Exercise in air conditioning with 

others and feel the benefits of more flexibility, strength,                         

improved balance and more energy.  Bring a friend and exercise 

together.  

The Oronoco Young at Heart Exercise Group continues to meet 

over the summer months.  Join the group Wednesday mornings; 

9 a.m. at the Oronoco Community Center.   

Rosemary Van Houten 



 
Pine Island Area Home Services 

A Living at Home/Block Nurse Program 
Web site: www.pineislandareahomeservices.org 

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/pineislandareahomeservices 
Office hours:  Monday through Thursday from 9:00-1:00 

Pine Island Area Home Services provides volunteer services to 
promote independent, home-based living for adults 65 and older 
in the Pine Island and Oronoco area.   

Transportation, handyman services, light housekeeping, friendly 
visits and other services are available to help elders remain safe 
and comfortable in their home.  Home visits are available to 
adults 65 and older who would like more information or need   
assistance. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Volunteer Training:  Tuesday September 24th we will offer a   
volunteer training session.  Whether you are a new volunteer or a 
veteran volunteer, you are invited to attend.  You will receive a 
handbook about your role in the services we provide.  Invite a 
friend to come along if he/she is considering joining our                           
volunteer staff.  Without volunteers, PIAHS could not exist!  
Volunteers are truly a gift to this community and most                             
importantly to the seniors we assist.   
 
 
A Matter of Balance Classes: Returning this fall! This is a                    
nationally recognized evidence-based program designed to                         
reduce fear of falling and increase activity levels among adults 
age 60+.  This class has already been offered twice in the past 
and will be offered again due to continued interest and need.  
The workshop includes eight-hour sessions for 8-15 seniors led 
by two trained coaches.  The maximum number of participants is 
15.  The dates are not yet determined but will be shared as soon 
as available.  We hope you will join us! 
 
Current and Ongoing Services are as follows: 
Transportation  
Transportation services are provided by our volunteer drivers.  
 Please call the PIAHS office (356-2999) to request  
 
transportation.  If you are interested in volunteering as a driver,  
we would welcome your help.  We are always in need of more  
volunteer drivers! 

Cont. 



Exercise Classes 
One-hour exercise classes are held at the Pine Island Senior 
Citizen Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:30a.m.                        
Oronoco holds an exercise class at 9:00 on Wednesdays at 
the City Hall.  The exercise classes incorporate weights into 
the regular exercise program to improve strength and                           
balance.  This class is designated to prevent or reverse bone 
loss.  This class is recommended especially to those concerned 
about osteoporosis prevention or reversal. 
 
 
Yoga Class 
Gentle Yoga classes are held in Pine Island on Wednesdays at 
9:30. The sessions are held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.   
 
Foot Care Clinic 
A foot care clinic is provided on the 3rd Thursday each 
month.  An $18 fee is paid directly to the nurse.  Call Pine           
Island Area Home Services at 356-2999 for appointments.  
In-home appointments are available for elders having                           
difficulty leaving home. 
 
Blood Pressure Clinics (open to anyone) 
You are welcome to have a blood pressure check at 11:00 a.m. 
on the following dates and locations: 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month at the City Center. 
4th Wednesday each month at 11:30 at the Oronoco                           
Community Center (Not held January thru March) 
In-home blood pressure monitoring is available for elders              
having difficulty leaving home. 
 
Shopping Trips 
Twice a month you may take our bus to Walmart for your 
shopping needs.  Call for dates and time.   
     
 
We are always looking for new volunteers to assist our                   
seniors.  We especially need volunteer drivers.  Please contact 
us if you are interested. 



 

Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

Wisconsin Synod (WELS)  -  wels.net 

45 First Avenue NE, PO Box 238 
Oronoco, Minnesota  55960 

Office: (507) 367-4329 
gracelutheranoronoco.com - - follow us on 

Facebook 
 

Pastor Roger Riedel – Cell: (507) 601-8541 
riedels.1999@gmail.com  

 

Summer Sunday Worship – 9:30am 

(Service time changes back to 10:00am on September 8th.) 

Please join us in worshiping our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
"Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord  

and Savior Jesus Christ." 2 Peter 3:18  

 

 
Wednesday evening Bible class meets in Pastor Riedel's 
back yard near the fire pit. Our summer study is                      
Proverbs: “Wisdom for today.” 

 
Gold Rush Weekend Worship 
Sunday, August 18th – 8:00am at the Grace Gold Rush 
Booth 
Monday, August 19th – 7:00pm at Grace 
 
Sunday School begins on September 8th! We will have 
our fall picnic at the Oronoco Park after the 10:00am 
church service. 
 
For information regarding Friday Fun Night, Grace Youth 
Group, Sunday worship and weekly Bible study, please 
call Pastor Riedel. 



Please join the City of  Oronoco 

at Oronoco Park 

from 5 PM - 7 PM 

for some fun and food for the 
whole family! 

 

* More information is on the city website 
at www.oronoco.com. 



If  you are interested in holding an event at the 
Community Center or Oronoco Park Shelter,  

please contact Oronoco City Hall for arrangements 
at oronococityhall@gmail.com or at 507-367-4405. 

Rental information is also located on the city              
website at www.oronoco.com 

Sealcoating and road repair projects will 
start the week of August 5, 2019.  

If you are installing a sprinkler system, landscaping, or working 
within city right-of-way, please make sure you get a ROW       

Permit approved before starting any work. Please contact City 
Hall for details. 

 
Please make sure to keep your right-of-way clear of overgrown 

trees and bushes. Overgrown landscaping can be dangerous,   
reducing the visual triangle and ROW. With the upcoming school 

year right around the corner, it is important to keep our youth 
safe on the side of the road waiting for their bus. 

The City recently passed a new code of    
ordinances recodified by American Legal 

Publishing. 



Parks and Trails 
 

 

 



  
 





   City of Oronoco ~ 2019 Calendar 

August 5 - 5:30 pm - Oronoco Township 

August 5 - 6:30 pm - Parks 

August 5 - 6:30 pm - 1st Resp. 

August 6 - National Night Out 

August 8 - 7 pm - P&Z 

August 8 - 7:05 and 7:10 pm - Public Hearings 

August 12 - 6 pm - DOGR 

August 12 - 6:30 pm - FD 

August 13 - 6:30 pm - Water & Sewer 

August 15, 16, 17, and 18th Gold Rush Days 

August 20 - 7 pm - Reg. Council Mtg. 

August 21 - Utility Auto Draft 

August 22 - 7 pm - FLUP meeting 

August 26 - 6:30 pm - Fire Department Training 

August 28 - Noon - Seniors 

August 28 - Water Bills Due 

*Seniors Exercise Class - Every Wednesday Morning,  

 9am at  Oronoco City Hall 

*More than 2 City Council Members may attend committee      

 meetings creating a quorum. 

Thank you to everyone who makes this 
newsletter possible! 


