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May 5, 2022 
 

Reference: Resident Construction Status Update No. 2:   
Oronoco Wastewater Treatment, Sewer Collection System & Water Distribution Project 

The City has awarded project construction contracts to Staab Construction and Fitzgerald Excavating 
and Trucking.  Construction work has begun on both the wastewater treatment facility and the sanitary 
sewer collection system & water distribution improvements.  The City plans to provide a bi-weekly 
construction status update for the sewer and water project that will inform residents on recently 
completed construction activities, construction work planned over the next few weeks and anticipated 
construction impacts to roadway access and / or temporary detours.  Resident construction status 
updates will be posted on the City’s website and emailed directly to residents that have provided their 
email address to the City.  To facilitate enhanced dissemination of the update to residents, we ask that 
residents sign up for email updates by sending an email to Oronococonstruction@gmail.com  In addition 
to this update, the City has prepared a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document that addresses 
common resident construction related questions and is also available on the City’s website. Questions 
about the contents of the construction status update or about the project in general can be directed to 
the City’s Engineer Joe Palen at either 507.529.6036 or joseph.palen@stantec.com 
 
Review of recent construction: 
 
Over the past few weeks, Fitzgerald Excavating has initiated private utility potholing and relocation, 
mobilized equipment and materials to the work sites, installed a 60” culvert under the new access drive 
to lift station #4 in Cedar Woodlands, and completed installation of a steel casing under TH 52 near 1st 
Street NW. 
 
Work planned over the next few weeks and associated traffic / roadway access impacts include: 
 
Fitzgerald Excavating plans the following work activities over the next few weeks.  Note:  The tentative 
work schedule provided is subject to weather conditions and construction progress and may change 
without notice. See attached figure for additional information. 
 

1. Beginning the week of May 9th, sanitary sewer and watermain installation will start on the west 
end of 1st Street NW and will proceed to the east towards 9th Avenue NW.  Construction access 
for residents adjacent to utility installation will not be maintained during working hours – please 
plan to move vehicles away from construction activities.  The contractor will maintain access to 
all driveways (without a secondary access) from 7:00 PM to 7:00 AM – Monday through 
Saturday and all day on Sunday unless precluded by certain construction activities or due to wet 
weather conditions. 
 

2. The contractor will construct a temporary gravel access road to facilitate resident access from 
the west end of 1st Street NW to West Center Street.  See attached figure for temporary access 
road configuration.  Please only use the temporary gravel access road when required and 
exercise caution as the access road will be narrow, and parts of the temporary road are steep.  
Please limit speeds to 15 MPH or less. 
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3. Existing mailboxes on 1st Street NW from the west cul-de-sac to 9th Avenue NW will be removed 
and stored for future reinstallation by the Contractor after utility and street construction is 
complete.  A bank of temporary mailboxes for residents who have their mailbox removed will be 
constructed at the intersection of 1st Street NW and 9th Avenue NW.  The contractor will 
coordinate these activities with the post office. 

 
4. Beginning May 6th, sanitary Sewer construction will commence at Lift Station #1 near 380 6th 

Street SE.  Sewer main construction will then proceed south crossing 6th Street SE and 
Timberline Drive to 2nd Avenue SE.  Construction access at 6th Street SE will be closed for 
multiple days – please use alternate routes.  Construction access at Timberline Drive SE will be 
restricted to one lane at times; expect delays during active construction hours. 
 

5. Beginning sometime the week of ~May 23, watermain installation will commence along the south 
shoulder of 5th Street NW and extending south under the Zumbro River and TH 52 to 1st Street 
NW.  Minor impacts to traffic and driveways are anticipated.  Most of the watermain installation 
will be installed using horizontal directional drilling except in areas where rock is present. 

 
6. Periodically, the contractor will deliver and install soil to construct the embankment over the 

ravine to lift station #4 in Cedar Woodlands. 
 

7. During the week of May 9th, removal of the temporary access road from Riverbend Estates to the 
West riverbank stabilization improvements site is planned followed by fine grading, seed and 
mulch application of all disturbed areas. 
 

8. Private Utility contractor will be relocating gas mains, electric lines and buried communications 
lines along sections of 1st Street NW, 5th Street SW, and 5th Street SE.  

 
9. Continued material deliveries to construction work areas will periodically occur.  Expect truck 

traffic and periodic delays as materials are unloaded.  
 

Public Open House Event for the Oronoco Wastewater and Water Distribution System Project: 
 
Residents and interested stakeholders are invited to meet with the City Engineer and representatives 
from the City’s Contractor (Fitzgerald Excavating and Trucking) to discuss construction of the water and 
wastewater infrastructure improvements.  The Public Open House event will be held on Tuesday May 
10th at Oronoco Community Center from 3:00 to 6:00 PM.  No appointments are necessary, this is an 
informal event intended to address resident questions and concerns.  

 
We strongly encourage residents to review the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) Construction 
document included in the email with this notice and that is posted on the City’s website for additional 
information regarding temporary construction impact and related topics.  The City recognizes this project 
will temporarily impact and inconvenience many residents during the construction of the critically 
important sewer and water improvements.  The City of Oronoco sincerely appreciates resident 
cooperation and your patience as we work together to complete this project.  
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