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April 8, 2022 
 

Reference: Resident Construction Status Update No. 1:   
Oronoco Wastewater Treatment, Sewer Collection System & Water Distribution Project 

The City has awarded project construction contracts to Staab Construction and Fitzgerald Excavating 
and Trucking.  Construction work has begun on both the wastewater treatment facility and the sanitary 
sewer collection system & water distribution improvements.  The City plans to provide a bi-weekly 
construction status update for the sewer and water project that will inform residents on recently 
completed construction activities, construction work planned over the next few weeks and anticipated 
construction impacts to roadway access and / or temporary detours.  Resident construction status 
updates will be posted on the City’s website and we would also like to email the bi-weekly update directly 
to you.  To facilitate dissemination of the update to residents, we ask that residents sign up for email 
updates by sending an email to Oronococonstruction@gmail.com  In addition to this update, the City has 
prepared a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document that addresses common resident construction 
related questions and is also available on the City’s website. Questions about the contents of the 
construction status updates or about the project in general can be directed to the City’s Engineer Joe 
Palen at either 507.529.6036 or joseph.palen@stantec.com 
 
Review of recent construction: 
 
Over the past few weeks, the Fitzgerald Excavating has substantially completed riverbank stabilization 
improvements on a segment of the Zumbro River north of River Bend Estates.  In addition, preparations 
for sanitary sewer and watermain construction are ongoing.  These activities include erosion control 
installation, tree removal, pavement saw cutting and material deliveries. 
 
Work planned over the next few weeks and associated traffic / roadway access impacts: 
 
Fitzgerald Excavating plans the following work activities over the next few weeks.  Note:  The tentative 
schedule provided is subject to weather conditions, construction progress and may change without 
notice. 

1. Reclaiming bituminous roadways in preparation for sewer and water construction.  Roadway to 
be reclaimed beginning approximately April 13th are highlighted on the attached figure and 
generally include: 1st Street NW, West Center Street, 9th Avenue NW, 12th Street NW from Lake 
Shady Avenue S to 3rd Avenue SW, and 2nd Avenue SE from Minnesota Avenue to a point 
~1,100 feet to the north. 
Note:  bituminous reclaiming is the process of pulverizing bituminous (asphalt) pavement and 
blending it with the aggregate (gravel) below mixing the two layers and producing a gravel street 
that is safe to drive on.  Street reclaimation will occur over the course of a few days and will have 
minimal impacts to traffic. 

2. Beginning the week of April 18th, sanitary sewer and watermain installation will start on the west 
end of 1st Street NW and will proceed to the east towards 9th Avenue NW.  Construction access 
for residents adjacent to utility installation will be maintained as feasibility during working hours 
but, expect delays during active construction hours.  The contractor will maintain access to all 
driveways (without a secondary access) from 7:00 PM to 7:00 AM – Monday through Saturday 
and all day on Sunday unless precluded by certain construction activities or due to wet weather 
conditions. 
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3. A temporary gravel access road will be constructed by the contractor to facilitate resident access 
from the west end of 1st Street NW to West Center Street.  See attached figure for temporary 
access road configuration.  Please only use the temporary gravel access road when required 
and exercise caution as the access road will be narrow, and parts of the road will be steep.  
Please limit speeds to 15 MPH or less. 

4. Beginning the week of April 18th, sanitary Sewer construction will commence at Lift Station #1 
near 380 6th Street SE.  Sewer main construction will then proceed south crossing 6th Street SE 
and Timberline Drive to 2nd Avenue SE.  Construction access at 6th Street SE will be closed for 
multiple days – please use alternate routes.  Construction access at Timberline Drive SE will be 
restricted to one lane at times, expect delays during active construction hours. 

5. Contractors will be installing erosion control measures in select locations, stripping / stockpiling 
topsoil, pavement saw-cutting, and installing traffic control measures within the construction 
areas. 

6. A Minnesota Energy Resources contractor will be relocated gas mains along sections of 
Timberline Drive SE, 5th Street SW, and 5th Street SE.  

7. Continued material deliveries to construction work areas will periodically occur.  Expect truck 
traffic and periodic delays as materials are unloaded.  
 

We strongly encourage residents review the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) Construction document 
that is posted on the City’s website for additional information regarding temporary construction impact 
and related topics.  The City recognizes this project will temporarily impact and inconvenience many 
residents during the construction of the critically important sewer and water improvements.  The City of 
Oronoco sincerely appreciates resident cooperation and your patience as we work together to complete 
this project.  
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UTILITY  CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS - FIGURE 1

CITY OF ORONOCO, MINNESOTA

WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM & WATER DISTRIBUTION IMPROVEMENTS

4/7/2022 193804990
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