FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE
ORONOCO WASTEWATER SYSTEM AND WATER DISTRIBUTION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
2022 CONSTRUCTION SEASON
CITY OF ORONOCO

The intent of this FAQ is to provide brief answers to residents, business owners and property owners that
will be impacted by the construction of the wastewater system and associated watermain distribution
improvement project. Additional information regarding the project has been provided through past FAQ
documents, public hearing — project summary handouts, presentations, and reports which are all available
on the Oronoco City website.

1. What areas of Oronoco will be served with the proposed wastewater system and water
distribution improvements?
Attached to the end of this FAQ document is Figure 13a which illustrates parcels that are to be served
by the wastewater and watermain improvements as part of the Phase 1A project improvements
currently under construction. More detailed figures that illustrate the proposed wastewater and
water distribution improvements were provided in the project’s Phase 1A Wastewater and Water
Distribution Feasibility Report that can be accessed on the City’s website under the Community Tab /
Wastewater Project.

2. What infrastructure improvements are proposed in conjunction with the project?
The project generally includes construction of a sanitary sewer collection system that will collect and
convey wastewater for treatment at the wastewater treatment facility and subsequently discharge
treated water to the Middle Fork Zumbro River. The sanitary sewer collection system includes a
combination of gravity sewer and pumping stations with associated pressure piping systems. Water
distribution improvements generally include construction of watermains, water services to individual
parcels, fire hydrants and associated appurtenances. All roadways and driveways disturbed by
construction will be reconstructed to match pre-construction conditions. Lawns, ditches, and
boulevards will be reestablished using hydro-seed and hydro-mulch. All costs associated with
restoration of streets, driveways and boulevards is included in the proposed sewer project costs.

A more detailed description of the proposed improvements can be found in the Phase 1A Wastewater
and Water Distribution Feasibility Report and / or the Public Hearing — Project Summary (provided as
part of the October 2021 Public Hearing). Both documents are available on the City’s website under
the Community Tab / Wastewater Project.

3. What is the status of the project?
The Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) has been publicly bid and awarded to Staab
Construction. The sanitary sewer collection system and water distribution improvements have been
publicly bid and awarded to Fitzgerald Excavating and Trucking. The city has completed all required
easement acquisitions and secured the required project funding through the Mn Public Facility
Authority and State of Minnesota.

4. When will the project construction begin?
Both of the City’s contractors (Staab Construction and Fitzgerald Excavating and Trucking) are
beginning significant construction activities in the spring of 2022.



5. How long will reconstruction take?
The project will take two full construction seasons to complete. The project contract documents
require substantial completion of the project improvements including the system being fully
operational in late 2023. Final completions and project closeout will occur in the spring of 2024. The
City plans to provide a bi-weekly construction status update for the sewer and water project that will
inform residents on recently completed construction activities, construction work planned over the
next few weeks and anticipated construction impacts to roadway access and / or temporary detours.
Resident construction status updates will be posted on the City’s website, and we would also like to
email the bi-weekly update directly to you. To facilitate dissemination of the update to residents, we
ask that residents sign up for email updates by sending an email to
Oronococonstruction@gmail.com

6. Where is sanitary sewer and watermain construction scheduled to begin?
The contractor, Fitzgerald Excavating and Trucking tentatively plans to utilize two to three
construction crews throughout most of the project. In addition, subcontractors to Fitzgerald will
periodically be working in Oronoco to complete specialized construction tasks such as horizontal
directional drilling of sewer and watermain pipe, bituminous paving, and grinder station construction.

Initially Fitzgerald plans have one crew begin sewer construction at Lift Station #1 near 380 6th Street
SE. Sewer main construction will then proceed south crossing 6th Street SE and Timberline Drive to
2nd Avenue SE. Construction will likely continue along 2nd Avenue SE to Minnesota Avenue, crossing
under TH 52 and extending westerly along 12th Street SW.

A second Fitzgerald crew will begin construction of sewer and water infrastructure at the west end of
1st Street NW and will proceed to the east towards 9th Avenue NW. Ultility installation in NW
Oronoco will continue throughout the early summer months until all utilities have been installed and
streets reconstructed along 1st Street NW, 9th Avenue NW and West Center Street.

Construction staging / phasing plans beyond the initial few months of construction have not been
provided to the City as of April 8, 2022. The Contractor is working to finalize their project schedule
and phasing plan for the remainder of the project and the City will provide residents with periodic
updates as additional information becomes available.

7. Will I be able to access my home / business during construction?

In areas where sewer and water utility construction disturb local streets and driveway, access will be
difficult at times and especially during periods of wet weather. At certain times / locations during
construction, access around utility crews installing utility piping under the street will not be possible.
The contractor will provide local traffic control and signage to helping residents understand changing
access conditions. In addition, the contractor will use the reclaimed roadway pavement (gravel) to
reconstruct temporary access roads for residents after utility installation is completed for the day.

The contractor is required to maintain access when feasible to all driveways (without a secondary
access) from 7:00 PM to 7:00 AM — Monday through Saturday and all day on Sunday unless precluded
by certain construction activities, utility trenching or due to wet weather conditions. To facilitate
vehicular access to driveways during evenings and weekends, the contractor is also required to
construct temporary ramps to adjoining roads and driveways and provide a drivable surface using
onsite materials. Please understand that we will do what we can to maintain access, but there will be


mailto:Oronococonstruction@gmail.com

10.

11.

times when direct vehicle access may not be possible. In addition, there will be periods when either
muddy or dusty conditions are present. We request your patience and understanding in advance of
these inconveniences.

Will utility service be interrupted to my home?

The project includes construction of sanitary sewer and watermain and associated utility services.
Existing septic and privately owned community wastewater treatments system will be protected until
connection to the new municipal wastewater system can be provided. Watermain construction may
require a few brief service interruptions for residents currently on Oronoco’s water system. Residents
will be notified of the timing and duration a day in advance of each scheduled water service
interruption.

Gas, electric and communication utilities may also be impacted by construction as these utility owners
may be required to relocate or upgrade their facilities. In addition, accidental utility damage is
possible with all of the sewer and water improvements excavations required for this project. We are
not currently aware of any scheduled outages by local utilities, but future planned or unplanned
outages associated with the reconstruction project are a possibility. We will do our best to limit any
service outages associated with the project.

Will mail, garbage and school bussing service be interrupted by construction?

Mail service will largely continue as it currently does. In areas where mailboxes will be impacted by
construction, the mailboxes will be removed and replaced with a temporary mailbox at a location to
be determined and which can be most easily accessed by all residents. Additional correspondence
regarding mailboxes located within the roadway right-of-way that will be impacted by construction
will be forthcoming. Following construction, all mailboxes disturbed by construction will be
reinstalled by Fitzgerald at their original location and using the salvaged mailbox and post.

Garbage service will continue as it normally does unless you are otherwise notified. Fitzgerald will
work with the garbage haulers to access your garbage and provide garbage and recycling service.

School bus service will continue as it normally does unless you are otherwise notified. Fitzgerald will
work with the bus company to facilitate access or coordinate alternate pick up / drop off locations.

How much of our front lawn will be disturbed by this project?

We anticipate that construction disturbances will be contained within the road right-of-way and the
easements acquired from most properties. The exception to this statement exists on properties that
will receive a low pressure sewer service (grinder station and small diameter forcemain). For these
properties, additional disturbance on private property is expected as discussed in the Permanent
Access Easement and Sewer Maintenance Agreement that is required to be executed for each parcel
scheduled to receive a low pressure sewer system or no work will be done by the City’s contractor on
the parcel.

When will the Contractor reconstruct my road?

The contractor is required to reconstruct all roadways and driveways that are disturbed by
construction through bituminous (blacktop) base. The roadway reconstruction paving work is to be
completed by the end of October of the same year it is disturbed.
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Will the contractor repair or replace landscaping, plantings, and turf disturbed within the
Temporary Easement on my property or within the road right-of-way boulevard?

The City’s intent is to avoid impacts to private property where practicable. If construction work
necessitates an impact, the contractor will be required to repair or reconstruct impacted landscape
features located on private property to a condition equal to or better than the existing condition as
part of the contract. (Note some exceptions exist for parcels being served by Low Pressure Sewer
Systems — See associated agreement and FAQ documents.) Impacts to landscaping and plantings
within the road right-of-way boulevard (the area between the edge of road and the property line) are
likely, we recommend that residents salvage and relocate landscaping and plantings within this area
that they wish to save. The contractor will not be required to repair or reconstruct impacted
landscape features within the road right-of-way boulevard. All impacted turf within private property
and the road right-of-way boulevard will be restored with seed and hydro-mulch.

Will | lose trees on my property or within the road right-of-way boulevard?

The City has made protecting trees within the project corridor a priority. However, numerous trees
have been or will be removed to facilitate construction. The contractor and Engineer will notify
residents adjacent to specimen tree removal within the right-of-way or easement prior to clearing
and grubbing activities.

No tree removal outside the right-of-way or public easements is planned except on parcels who are to
receive a low pressure sewer system.

Is safety a concern within the project corridor?

Yes, safety is a concern to all residents, business owners, contractors, and agencies alike. Many
people, especially children are all attracted to construction machinery, and enjoy watching
construction work. The construction crews are very safety conscious and do their best to keep
hazardous areas to a minimum. For example, trenches are not planned to be open overnight or will be
fenced off as necessary, and we encourage the contractors to backfill areas as they are completed,
rather than at the end of the day. We ask that you keep your distance from construction areas and
that parents stress to children that they can watch, but must keep their distance as well. Please stay
out of the Work Zone unless it is absolutely necessary.

How can | get additional information regarding the project?

The following options exist to learn more about the project:

e Please plan to attend the Construction Project Open House which is being planned for May
2022.

e Sign up for the project bi-weekly Construction Update email for the project by sending an
email to Oronococonstruction@gmail.com

e Contact City’s Engineer Joe Palen at either 507.529.6036 or joseph.palen@stantec.com
with questions or concerns.

e Visit the City’s website under the Community Tab / Wastewater Project to find additional
information regarding the project.
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