July 9, 2020 P&Z Meeting

City of Oronoco 
Thursday, July 9, 2020
P&Z Meeting @ 7:00 pm


I. CALL TO ORDER: At 7:01 PM meeting was called to order by Paul Jannetto

II. ROLL CALL:
i. Committee Members Present: Paul Jannetto (Chair), Mark Johnson (Vice-chair), Scott Sorenson, and  Jim Richards
ii. Late: NA
iii. Absent: Jose Cornejo, Trish Shields and Carl Krause,

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion made by: Mark Seconded by: Scott and was unanimously approved.
IV.	APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion made by:  Mark Seconded by:Jim and was unanimously approved.

V. AGENDA ITEMS:

A. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Public hearing at 7:02 PM for a variance request for building sign located at 785 MN Ave S. Oronoco MN. 
· Jim and Dusty Thompson (815 S MN Ave, Oronoco, MN) spoke on their variance application. They would like to add a second wall sign (they have two buildings on the property; each ~4000 sq ft). While they currently pay to advertise on the billboard on their property, it is only a temporary solution to alert Hwy 52 traffic that they have a showroom in Oronoco. A permanent solution is to have the additional wall sign be large enough to easily read as traffic goes by at 65 MPH. 
· No public comments were made after three calls and the public hearing was closed at 7:10 PM. 
· The P&Z committee than discussed the request.
· Since they have two walls facing a public/private street they can have 2 wall signs. The variance is required since the max square footage is 120 sq. ft. and their sign is 258 sq ft.  However, the sign is to be read by people on Hwy 52 doing 65 MPH.
· The findings of fact were the committee felt it meet the 3 statutory factors: reasonable manner, unique to property, and not alter the essential character. It was also in harmony with the intent of the ordinance and comprehensive plan.
· Motion: Scott made a motion to recommend that city council approve the sign variance for the 258 sq ft wall sign. It was seconded by Mark, and unanimously approved.




B. Public hearing at 7:10 PM for updated Future Land Use Plan (FLUP)
· Phil Carlson from Stantec presented a summary PowerPoint showing the evolution and development of the FLUP which included community input from various parties including: landowners, business owners, developers, and residents. He discussed how the plan was developed using this input, P&Z/City council input, and a market overview study/report and the Maxfield study. 
· Leland Frankman (Frankman Law Offices) spoke representing Lynn Koenig. He had several questions for Phil Carlson (Stantec) and the P&Z committee. While he stated that Phil’s presentation was not posted prior to the meeting, the P&Z chair noted that the actual FLUP which was being discussed at the public hearing and the only item being recommended by P&Z and then voted on by City Council was posted on the website since last month’s meeting. Leland specifically inquired about the B2 Highway commercial zoning on the map by his client’s property. He wanted to know what types of businesses could go there. The P&Z chair referred him to the Oronoco code 151.151.  Leland then inquired about the R2 multi-family residential zoning on the property and wanted to know what density of homes could go there. Again, the P&Z referenced the appropriate city code which is available online at the city website. Leland asked about the location of the proposed Park-n-Ride lot and if funding was secured. P&Z noted that it was just a proposal and no formal plans or funding were in place. Leland then asked Phil Carlson (Stantec) about the FLUP and his planning credentials. He also wanted to know if a demographic study was performed. Phil stated a market overview was performed and they also relied on the Maxfield study. Oronoco is a small city with limited funds and doesn’t have the resources to do a large demographic study and instead relies on other recent data/reports. Leland then inquired about the location of the bike path on his client’s property and asked if federal money and plans were formalized for its development. Phil stated it was just shown as a dashed line to represent how Oronoco would like to be a connected community and connect to the Douglas Trail. The location wasn’t final nor was any money secured. Leland also asked about the ability to shift or slide zones on the FLUP or if it was fixed. Phil and the P&Z chair explained it’s only a plan. Once the plan is approved, future developers could petition to rezone an area if a need arose and P&Z and City Council would vote on it.  He then asked if the meeting was being recorded or notes taken. The P&Z chair stated he was documenting the entire meeting and the notes eventually get posted on the city website. Lastly, Leland asked Phil if cities ever call something an out lot or leave it blank (TBD at a later date), but Phil said that was not something you do in a FLUP. 
· Lynn Koenig (2088 Lake Shady Ave, Ornonco MN) then shared her thoughts and comments on the FLUP. She said businesses want visibility from Hwy 52. Some of her property near the freeway was zoned R2 in the FLUP (west of Hwy 52) and South of 100th street is actually very loud. In fact, noise levels east and west of Hwy 52 and west and adjacent to Lake Shady Avenue South often exceed MN decibel levels (daytime L50 at 60 decibels and L10 at 65 decibels) for land use activities classified as residential units, educational services, parks, and other uses (per MN statutes 7030.0040 and 7030.0050). In addition, county road 12 (100th street) sees approximately 5K vehicles per day while Hwy 52 sees approximately 30K vehicles per day. Noise is caused by traffic accelerating from the 50th street NW/100th street NW intersection and the Lake Shady Avenue S/100th Street NW intersection eastward to the exit#64 Hwy 52 interchange and then accelerating rapidly down the entrance ramp on the freeway to Rochester. In addition, there is a significant amount of diesel Jake-breaking (reaching 102 decibels) on North bound Hwy 52 from the hill south of exit#64 and all the way to the interchange and up to the stop sign at 100th street NW.  Lynn was also concerned about the trail path extending from Lake Shady Avenue South that goes westward and crosses 50th street. There is a hill that obscures vehicle operators from seeing what is on the road until the hill is crested whether traveling North or South. Current traffic on this road is at speeds in excess of 50 MPH with much of the traffic being heavy equipment and loaded trucks can weigh up to 80K pounds when loaded. From the time a drive applies the brakes until they stop on the gravel road hill it may take 300 feet or more. Lastly, the Olmsted County Future Plans calls for a dual directional trail adjacent to and on the north side of County road #12 (100th Street NW) from MN avenue to the Douglas Trail. As a result, Lynn asked P&Z to consider removing the recommendations for residential housing adjacent to Lake Shady Avenue South. Remove the proposed future park west of Lake Shady Avenue South and the trail running west of Lake Shady Ave S. across 50th street. In addition, remove the Park-n-Ride from South of County Rd 12 and place it on the North side and East of Hwy 52 which would service commuters, bikers, walkers, Douglas trail riders, and Gold Rush attendees with the need to cross 100th street. 
· The P&Z committee than discussed the FLUP.
· Based on the public input, P&Z discussed several updates including adding additional B2 highway commercial zoning along Lake Shady Ave S (South of County road #12) where R2 multi-family residential was listed. R2 multi-family residential would then be shifted west. The one proposed park and bike path would be removed in this area. The future proposed Park-n-Ride would also be relocated on the North side of County road 12 and East of Hwy 52. Phil Carlson (Stantec) will work on these revisions and have them ready for the city to post on the website 7-10-2020 and ready for the CC meeting.
· Motion: Paul made a motion to update the FLUP as described above and recommend that city council approve the updated FLUP. It was seconded by Jim, and unanimously approved.


 
      VI. ADJOURNMENT:  8:30 PM Jim made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded by Scott and unanimously approved.
