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City of Oronoco 
Thursday, April 11th, 2019
P&Z Meeting@ 7:00 pm



I. CALL TO ORDER: At 7:00 PM meeting was called to order by Paul Jannetto


II. ROLL CALL:
i. Committee Members Present: Paul Jannetto (Chair), Scott Sorenson, Orest Zasadney, Carl Krause, and Trish Shields
ii. Late: N/A
iii. Absent: Mark Johnson (Vice-Chair)

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion made by: Scott Seconded by: Carl and unanimously approved.
IV.	APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion made by: Carl Seconded by: Trish and unanimously approved.

V. AGENDA ITEMS:
A. Public Hearing (7:05 PM) Rezone R1 to R2 for building multi-family patio homes located on 50 9th Ave NW, Oronoco, MN
· Mark Kuehn spoke about his intention to rezone from R1 to R2 so he can build 3 dwellings (patio homes), each being a two-family unit on the two acre lot. In the end, he would build homes for a total of 6 families. The units would be patio homes (one story, no basement) each served by 1 driveway. Two buildings (2 families each) would be built and each have a driveway that exited out onto 9th street and the third two-family building would have one driveway that exited out onto 1st street. The exterior/yard maintenance would be managed by an association. The intent is to sell the homes, not rent them. The current house that is on the property would be torn down and the well (which is not working) would be replaced with a larger well. In addition, with County approval a new drain field would also be installed. Mark’s investment partner couldn’t make it down from the city due to the weather, so he showed a drawing of the type of patio home he is looking to build and marked the location of the 3 buildings on the map.
· Mike Nevin (1135 1st Street NW, Oronoco) spoke about his concerns that the city didn’t post all the details around the rezoning. Specifically, the city didn’t post the conceptual plans/drawings for the types of houses and show where they would be placed on the lot per the City of Oronoco’s Rezoning Procedures. While he was more comfortable with the proposal, the city should post that information along with the application.
· Jim Richards (1345 West Center St, Oronoco) spoke about his concerns over the unknown factors. Is Mark really going to build those patio homes and do the upkeep of the property? Without plans, the exact location of the homes and added traffic in the area are some of his concerns.
· Laura Quest (945 1st St NW, Oronoco, MN) spoke about how the city should also post the plans which would help alleviate some of the stress from neighbors and residents. She also expressed concerns about having good owner-occupied homes. Lastly, she is concerned about safety of her children since the bus stop is right on the corner of 9th street/1st street, along with other kids riding bikes/walking on the narrow roads with the increased traffic. 
· Charles VanHouten (305 12th Lane SW, Oronoco) stated that previous speakers covered the items he wanted to address.
· Kelli Heydt (35 9th Avenue NW, Oronoco) spoke against the rezoning. She is concerned about the lack of maintenance now on the property and in the future. The extra traffic and headlights would also shine directly into her house across the street. In addition, the increased density and multi-family homes in a primarily R1 zoned area would potentially negatively impact the resale of her property and block her view. 
· Tom Jansen (25 9th Avenue NW, Oronoco) spoke against the rezoning. The property doesn’t have room for 6 families, especially once the new homes would be setback properly per the city code. Lastly, he expressed his concerns about the extra traffic from the 6 family homes.
· Richard Filppula (10 9th Avenue NW, Oronoco) spoke against the rezoning. It is already a very narrow road with increased traffic. He had concerns over if they would be owner-occupied or rental homes. He also was concerned about the exterior upkeep/maintenance. He moved out to Oronoco from Rochester to leave high-density neighborhoods. It is zoned R1 and should remain R1.
· The public comment was then ended at 7:28 PM 
· The P&Z committee then asked additional questions of Mark Kuehn for clarification including the intended location of the homes and driveways for the new buildings. Paul Jannetto then read the three questions that P&Z has to answer in regards to the petition for rezoning.
1. Will the proposed zoning change be compatible with the overall needs of the City and the existing land use?
2. Is the proposed zoning change consistent with the purposes of the zoning chapter and the geographic district in which the rezoning is intended?
3. Will the proposed rezoning be sufficiently compatible with the goals and objectives of the local comprehensive plan?
		
Motion: Trish made a motion to recommend that city council reject the rezoning petition based on the findings of fact listed below. It was seconded by Scott, and unanimously approved.

Findings of Fact: The answer to question #2 and #3 above are both NO. While there are a limited number of R2 homes in the area, the geographical district is primarily R1 single family homes on large pieces of property. The rezoning petition is also not consistent with the neighborhood and the future land use plan. The increased density (6 families) would also cause safety concerns with increased traffic, especially with one of the driveways having to come out on 1st street NW on a hill where visibility is restricted. 



B. OACC: Review other codes (Lake Forest Design Requirements/Scandia architectural design guidelines) to see what sections we may want to adopt.
The city clerks had provided some great examples of architectural guidelines from other communities (Scandia & Forest Lake) where sections could be copied and used to replace the existing OACC.
· Paul went over the rationale behind replacing the OACC with new updated, detailed, and easier to understand language. He gave a brief overview of the Scandia & Forest Lake codes and then proposed the following:
· Replace and expand the 603.33 OACC Guidelines (Oronoco’s code) which currently only covered all new buildings constructed on any parcel in the City which is or may become zoned B-1 to now cover all new buildings constructed (effective date approved by city council) on any parcel in the City which is or may become zoned B1, B2, B3, and/or M1. The city would adopt the minimum standards for design applicable to all commercial/business districts (section 153.324 of Forest Lake Code) but change the wording to be consistent with Oronoco code (e.g. B1 Historic Central Business District; B2 High Density Commercial District; B3 Pedestrian Orientated Restricted Commercial District. City clerk should see/copy pages 2-1 to 2-6 with the addition of requiring cement or paved parking areas/driveways under the “Parking and Vehicular Circulation” section. In addition, we would adopt the minimum standards for design applicable to all industrial/manufacturing districts (section 153.330 of Forest Lake Code) but change wording to be consistent with Oronoco code (e.g. M1 Manufacturing District). City clerk should see/copy pages 3-1 to 3-6 with the addition of requiring cement or paved parking areas/driveways in the “Parking and Vehicular Circulation” section. However, the city would keep the current Oronoco section 603.34 Enforcement of Zoning Codes. 
· Motion: Paul made the motion to forward to city council to replace the existing OACC (603.33) as described above. It was seconded by Scott, and unanimously approved.


C. Accept Adam’s Brase resignation; open committee seat.
· Paul made the announcement that Adam Brase has formerly resigned and thanked him for his numerous years of service to Oronoco. He will be deeply missed. His dedication and service to the community was truly appreciated along with his mentorship of Paul. Therefore, the committee accepted his resignation and announced his open seat to the public. People were encouraged to talk to the City Clerk to apply for the P&Z position, as well as, an open Sewer & Water committee seat. 


VI. ADJOURNMENT: 8:05 PM Carl made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded by Trish and unanimously approved.
