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City of Oronoco 
Thursday, March 14th, 2019
P&Z Meeting@ 7:00 pm



I. CALL TO ORDER: At 7:00 PM meeting was called to order by Paul Jannetto

II. ROLL CALL:
i. Committee Members Present: Paul Jannetto (Chair), Mark Johnson (Vice-Chair), Scott Sorenson, Orest Zasadney
ii. Late: Ryland Eichhorst (backup Council representative)
iii. Absent: Carl Krause, Trish Shields

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion: Mark made a motion to approve the minutes. It was seconded by Orest, and unanimously approved. 
IV.	APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion: Mark made a motion to approve the agenda. It was seconded by Scott, and unanimously approved.

V. AGENDA ITEMS:
A. Public Hearing (7:02 – 7:10 PM) CUP for Brandon Radke/Verizon cell tower.
Briefly, Brandon Radke spoke about the CUP to add a 195’ Verizon cell tower without lights on his property. Eleanor Forney (135 MN Ave W) spoke in support of the Verizon tower. The P&Z committee then discussed the CUP review criteria and made its findings of fact: the use was compatible with current zoning and wouldn’t be detrimental to the public. It is designed and will be constructed so it’s not unsightly or impair property values in the area. It also had adequate access roads. 
Motion: Mark made a motion to recommend that city council approve the CUP based on the findings of fact listed above. It was seconded by Orest, and unanimously approved.

B. Tiny house discussion: Start to review/formulate language to add to ordinance/code.
Cheri Roshon (13035 County 18 road NW) put together a really nice packet of information and spoke about the need for affordable housing in Oronoco and surrounding communities. She provided information on accessory dwelling unit (ADU) model code along with example language of design and finish materials. The packet contained an example accessory dwelling unit application from the City of Beaufort, South Carolina. A copy of the City of St. Paul Ordinance 18-28 on ADUs. A copy of the Town of Lyons, Colorado ordinance 1047 on tiny homes as ADU. P&Z thanked Cheri for her time and effort in assembling the packet and providing valuable information to the committee. 

Paul Jannetto also shared that he asked Erin Perdu (Community & Economic Development Director at WSB) who gave the virtual Land Use Survey Workshop in February if she had access to any good ordinances on tiny homes. She is using her resources to find good examples. In the meantime, Paul shared he reviewed several ordinances in California and Colorado, but liked some of the content in ordinance number 1680-2015 from Rockledge Florida. It provided some good definitions, requirements and talked about creating either a mixed use district or planned unit development (PUD)/pocket neighborhood for tiny homes. With comprehensive future land use planning activities underway, Paul thought this would be something that should be brought forward to get public input. Another city to look at for ordinances is Asheville, North Carolina. In the end, the P&Z committee unanimously agreed that affordable housing is needed in Oronoco and tiny homes would fit nicely into the variety of housing options we want in the community and should be incorporated into the FLUP. 

C. SE MN Diversification Loan Fund:
In 2020, there are bills looking to appropriate $25 M to provide eligible borrowers (businesses, residential projects, re-development, transportation, etc) to help support growth of SE MN. Mayor Ryland explained how this would potentially benefit future growth of businesses in Oronoco and excluded Rochester. 
Motion: Mark made a motion to inform city council that P&Z endorses this loan fund and recommends that city send a letter of support. It was seconded by Scott, and unanimously approved.

D. FLUP discussion: Review/update 2006 goals/policies. Answer Stantec questions regarding FLUP. 

Mayor Ryland shard a packet from the Sept 22, 2016 Oronoco Economic Design Present & Future meeting that was held with various stakeholders (businesses, developers, builders, committee members, residents, city council, and resource guests). With the guidance of outside resource professionals they defined the assets and challenges of Oronoco. Mayor Ryland will email the packet so city staff can add it to the minutes. 

The 2006 comprehensive plan goals/polices (section 3.3) were then reviewed by P&Z. The committee felt the goals were still valid, but goal #2 was accomplished. In addition, another goal was suggested by Mayor Ryland in which the City of Oronoco should build a mobility hub/transportation center and the committee unanimously agreed.

The committee then discussed the questions from Stantec below. Most of the answers were identical or covered in the packet from Mayor Ryland (assets/challenges from Oronoco Economic Design meeting Sept 2016). A few example responses are shown below: 
1. What are Oronoco’s strengths?  Location & proximity to Rochester (Mayo requires some staff to live within 20 minutes); Potential access to Douglas trail; 2 great school districts (Pine Island & Rochester)
2. What are Oronoco’s weaknesses?  Lack of wastewater treatment/sewer; limited businesses
3. What opportunities do we see for Oronoco in the next 10-20 years? wastewater treatment facility/sewer & expanded water service
4. What threats do we see for Oronoco in the next 10-20 years? No growth; lack of funding for wastewater treatment facility; Prairie Island Indian Community development of Elk Run
5. What kind of housing and new neighborhoods do you want to see? A good mix/variety of single family, multi-family, and affordable options including tiny homes.
6. What kind of new retail businesses do you want to see? Restaurants, grocery stores, etc.
7. What kind of new employment opportunities do you want to see? A mix of businesses
8. Who will live here and why?  People who come to support the DMC expansion. 
9. What will happen to the existing neighborhoods in Oronoco? Want to preserve some of the history/character, but also refresh the downtown and create an environment that people want to spend time in and not just drive by. 
10. What kind of new parks, recreation, and trails will exist? Expand park/path along the river and connect to Douglas trail
11. What is most important for the future? Sewer

E. OACC: Review other codes (Lake Forest Design Requirements/Scandia architectural design guidelines) to see what sections we may want to adopt.
The city clerks had provided some great examples of architectural guidelines from other communities (Scandia & Lake Forest) where sections could be copied and used to replace the existing OACC. Mayor Ryland explained why city council didn’t want to just abandon the OACC without a good replacement. Mark noted that he liked how the Scandia document preserved the historical district. Paul mentioned he liked the simple language used in the Lake Forest guidelines. He especially liked the screening requirements for everything from roof top air conditioners, to headlights for commercial businesses that bordered or were directly across from residential zones. It was decided that the next month’s meeting would primarily be devoted to the OACC and the committee would require a computer projector/screen so they could copy/paste (edit) the OACC document in real time with all the committee/public seeing the computer screen. 

F. P&Z then asked Mayor Ryland what is the official deadline for submitting new items to the Thursday P&Z meeting agenda. Since the committee is a volunteer committee with other family/work commitments, it was desired to have the agenda set and packets distributed to committee members the Friday (end of city workday) immediately before the Thursday night meeting so members have ample time to thoroughly review the packets which typically contain >150 pages of detailed information. The chair of P&Z would send the agenda to the city staff by Friday morning so they could assemble the packet and distribute it by Friday afternoon. The city would also publish and inform the public that any items must be submitted prior to this deadline or it would be deferred until the next month’s meeting. Mayor Ryland supported this approach.

      VI. ADJOURNMENT  9:10 PM Scott made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded by Orest and unanimously approved.
