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City of Oronoco 
Thursday, February 14th, 2019
P&Z Meeting@ 7:00 pm



I. CALL TO ORDER: Paul Jannetto called the meeting to order at 7 PM.

II. ROLL CALL:

i. Committee Members Present: Paul Jannetto (chair), Mark Johnson (vice-chair), Carl Krause, and Orest Zasadney
ii. Late: N/A
iii. Absent: Scott Sorenson, Trish Shields, and Adam Brase


III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Due to lack of quorum last time, no official minutes to approve.

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion: Carl motioned to approve agenda, seconded by Mark and unanimously approved. 

V. AGENDA ITEMS:
A. Jessie Maes: School house discussion. Jessie Maes (25 2nd Street SE) was seeking advice on next steps for the school house. She would like to renovate the inside and have it as an event space available to the community. Food service would be catered and not on site. Per the county, the current septic system is noncompliant. The committee advised Jessie to discuss the plans with the city engineer (Joe Palen) to assess any additional possible hurdles (e.g. water hookup, fire protection, parking, septic, drainage/storm water management, etc.). She will also need to apply for re-zoning to B1 and she could get that information from the city clerk.  However, the committee was very supportive of Jessie’s plans for the school house.

B. Brandon Radke: Cell tower discussion. CUP application received 2-14-19 to place a Verizon 195’ cell tower on his property. Brandon Radke (125 Minnesota Ave N) spoke on the application stating his land is zoned B2. The 195’ cell tower would not have lights on it, and the city clerk stated the height was allowed per the updated city code. Carl Krause reminded Brandon that his other property is still not in compliance with city code. Brandon stated that he planned to remove the trailer from his other property this spring, but the property where the cell tower would be located is compliant. 
Motion: Mark made a motion to schedule a public hearing next month (March 14th at 7:02 PM) for the CUP to have a cell tower on Brandon’s property, seconded by Orest, and approved 3:1 with Carl Krause voting not in favor. 



C. Tiffany Houser: Septic issue discussion. Tiffany (10 S. Minnesota Avenue) said the current septic system needs to be replaced (beyond repair) and it would be cost prohibitive (estimates are ~$60,000) to bring it into compliance if they would be required to connect to the upcoming city sewer in the next few years. As a result, she wanted to know that if they made the investment to replace the septic system if the city would grant an extension (at least 15 years after the completion of the Oronoco city sewer project) before being required to hook up to the new city sewer system. 
Motion: Mark made a motion to recommend to city council that if Tiffany Houser replaces the septic system to bring it into compliance she would be granted an extension of 20 years after the completion of the Oronoco city sewer project before being required to hook up to the new system. It was seconded by Orest, and unanimously approved. The committee feels it’s important to help support the development of new businesses in Oronoco.

D. Tiny house discussion: New state code allows tiny houses (under 400 sq feet) unless city sets conditions or doesn’t allow. Cheri Roshon (13035 County 18 Road NW) spoke on tiny houses as she has done a lot research on them and is building a tiny home. She also suggested the city look at codes around ADU (alternate dwelling units). With the close proximity to Mayo Clinic and Rochester, an area for tiny homes in the FLUP could be beneficial to Oronoco as many residents/fellows only come for short periods of time and real estate in Rochester is very expensive. In general, the committee was favorable to tiny homes in Oronoco provided some ordinances were put into place around things like: lot size, provisions for water/sewer or electrical/solar power hook-up, and clarifications on requirements for a foundation. 
Motion: Mark made a motion to discuss and formulate recommendations for the addition of some codes/ordinances to address the issues described above at the next meeting (March 14th) and provide those recommendations to city council. It was seconded by Carl, and unanimously approved.

E. Discussion of ABC Site improvements; recommendation to Council. Alan Ihde (1000 Minnesota Ave S) spoke on his response to Joe Palen’s concerns around the addition of another storage building on the Northern side of the ABC Inc. site in Oronoco. Briefly, the current fire hydrant is located ~103’ from an existing fire hydrant and our fire department confirmed their hoses are effective at over 200’. The storm water management system is also adequately sized. However, he will be finishing the erosion control around the pond this spring as the contractor was not able to seed due to the timing of the completion of the pond and the end of the growing season.
Motion: Mark made a motion to recommend to city council that Alan’s response did adequately addressed Joe Palen’s concern with the caveat that he completes the erosion control around the pond this spring. It was seconded by Carl, and unanimously approved.


F. OACC: Discussion around if the OACC should be kept or removed from the current ordinances. The city clerk confirmed it was not removed previously. Due to the complexity of the architectural guidelines and the point system, the committee felt it was better to remove this section. 
Motion: Mark made a motion to recommend to city council that we remove the OACC section from the ordinance. It was seconded by Carl, and unanimously approved.


G. FLUP discussion: Next steps including setup meeting with Stantec, developers, and citizens to gather input/concerns.
Motion: Mark made a motion to have the city schedule Stantec to come to the next P&Z meeting (March 14th) to help the city plan what types of developments the city’s sewer project could support and how best to zone the future areas. It was seconded by Orest, and unanimously approved.




VI. ADJOURNMENT: Carl made a motion to adjourn at 8:17 PM, Orest seconded, and unanimously approved.


