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City of Oronoco 
Thursday, October 10th, 2019
P&Z Meeting@ 7:00 pm



I. CALL TO ORDER: At 7:00 PM meeting was called to order by Paul Jannetto

II. ROLL CALL:
0. Committee Members Present: Paul Jannetto (Chair), Mark Johnson (Vice-chair), Scott Sorenson, Jose Cornejo, Carl Krause and Trish Shields
i. Late: NA
ii. Absent: Orest Zasadney

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion made by: Trish Seconded by: Mark and was unanimously approved.
IV.	APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion made by: Scott Seconded by: Jose and was unanimously approved.

V. AGENDA ITEMS:

i. Public Hearing (7:05 PM): Ronald Anderly to discuss Rezone R1 to B2 for future development 2nd avenue SE Oronoco, MN (Part of Cedar Woodlands IV)
1. Ronald Anderly spoke about his plans to rezone it from R1 to B2 so he could build a commercial building on the front section of the property along 2nd Avenue SE. It will be able to hold a total of 4 small businesses. He plans to use one section for his tax prep/accountant work, one will be available, and the remaining two will be used by a small construction company. It will be a fully insulated and heated structure with some garage doors. It will be built so it can ultimately be hooked up to city water/sewer once available. Initially, if the county allows he would like to use a porta-potty until sewer is available to connect. He also plans to install a fence along the back and side to hide any equipment that isn’t stored inside (e.g. bobcat, trailers, and lift) from the construction business so it will be completely hidden from the street and future homes behind. 
2. Sharon Parker (250 Cedar Point Rd SE Oronoco MN) had wanted to know what types of businesses were going into the commercial zoning and inquire about how he was going to connect to water since the shared well in the vicinity has limited pressure now.  She was also interested if any plans were available to view.
3. Steve McNamara (1115 Riverwood Dr SW Oronoco, MN) had also wanted to know what types of businesses were going into the B2 zone. He also wanted to know what type and frequency of traffic the small construction company would generate. Ronald Anderly assured him that it would be limited (no large dump trucks or construction equipment). The company only had 6 pieces of equipment with the largest being a bobcat and lift. After leaving in the morning, the construction employees primarily return back at the end of the day and don’t go back and forth during the day. 

4. The public hearing was closed at 7:21 PM and the P&Z committee then asked additional questions:
a. Trish wanted confirmation that no large construction equipment would be coming and going especially since 2nd Avenue SE is not rated for heavy loads. She also asked for clarification of the equipment that would be stored outside. Ronald said they plan to build a high fence to hide any equipment that doesn’t fit inside the building so it’s not visible from the homes/street. He also confirmed the construction company did not have any heavy/large equipment.
b. Paul suggested that in the future (if possible) it is always best to come forward with the entire plat/plans so the Oronoco community knows the full intention and vision of the property going forward. Ronald agreed, but only took this route so he could start before the ground freezes and they lose six months of time. Ronald is being completely transparent with his intents and assured everyone that he is not trying to pull anything over on anyone. Paul also reminded Ronald to make sure his plans are consistent with the Greenbelt 151.084 regulations which specify that any B2 adjacent to R1 needs to have 25 feet of buffering on the property with a minimum number of plantings/trees. He also reminded Ronald that he will have to make sure the commercial space so it aligns with the new OACC requirements. Lastly, Paul shared that Sandy stated P&Z could include in its motion that the area directly behind the B2 businesses on the property be zoned R2 so there is a buffer between the agricultural/R1zone on the adjacent property (Cedar Woodlands IV) owned by Ronald since a full plat/plan will not be ready until Spring 2020.  
c. Carl expressed concerns about spot-zoning, but it was pointed out that the adjacent animal house boarding is also B2 so it would be consistent with the surrounding area. 
d. Jose expressed concerns over lighting in the parking lot, but it was pointed out that the new OACC guidelines will address these issues. 
Motion: Carl made a motion to recommend that city council approve the rezoning from R2 to B2 with the following conditions: the area immediately behind the businesses is still zoned R2 to maintain the appropriate buffer. In addition, the design must be compliant with the Greenbelt buffer requirements on the side adjacent to the R1 home. It was seconded by Scott, and unanimously approved.

ii. Public Hearing (7:42 PM): Brandon Radke to discuss Rezone B2 to M1for outdoor storage at 600 Vintage Road Oronoco, MN.
1. Brandon Radke spoke about how he would like to rezone his property from B2 to M1 so he could offer outdoor storage for additional income. 
2. The public hearing was closed at 7:45 PM after no comments and the P&Z committee then asked additional questions:
a. Trish/Jose brought up that the minimum lot size required to zone M1 is 40,000 sq ft. per the ordinance 151.180
b. Paul brought up that the new ordinance (OACC) also requires that M1 parking lots must be paved with cement or asphalt (not gravel). 
c. After further discussion with Brandon, he asked that his request be tabled since he didn’t want to include the adjacent lot and/or pave the property until he had a tenant. He still was hoping that the Verizon tower would also come through on the adjacent property.
Motion: Jose made a motion to recommend that city council table the rezoning request for a period up to 1 year so Brandon could decide what he wanted to do without having to repay the rezoning application fee. It was seconded by Mark, and unanimously approved.

iii. Tiny homes: Continue discussion of draft ordinance/specifications
1. Paul reviewed the draft tiny home ordinances based on MN state code and other tiny home communities. Cheri Roshon (American Tiny House Association) was present and also shared that Appendix Q is being adopted by all the states (except WI). Appendix Q is the language from the IRC which officially defines a tiny house and creates a construction code specific to the needs of tiny houses. It also updates the requirements for ceiling heights, sleeping lofts, loft access, emergency egress and rescue, and many other details. 
2. As a result, Paul recommended that he will update the tiny home ordinance so it’s consistent with the new recommendations in appendix Q. The committee agreed and Paul will bring the updated version back to the November meeting.
iv. OACC signer: City needs email and cell phone numbers of P&Z committee to contact if/when building inspector has any concerns. 
1. With the exception of the city council members, the cell phone numbers were captured for the P&Z members present for city hall staff use only (cell phone numbers of volunteers to be kept private and not made public).


      VI. ADJOURNMENT: 8:25 PM Carl made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded by Jose and unanimously approved.
