JOINT WASTEWATER TASK FORCE MEETING NOTES 
CITIES of ORONOCO & PINE ISLAND 
January 21st, 2016 • 6:00 PM •Oronoco CITY HALL 
 
Present:  Brian Breider, Sheila Craig, Ryland Eichhorst, Kevin McDermott, Joe Palen, David Todd, Aaron Luckstein and John Carney-MPCA office Rochester
 
A) Approval of Minutes of November 14th  Meeting:  
Motion by Kevin McDermott and seconded by Brian Breider. Approved.  
 
B) Review of Bonding Process
Ryland and Joe shared comments from the December and January activities related to the Oronoco Sewer bonding project.
· Dec 18 - Ryland worked with city staff to send copies of the presentation to (5) Representatives-Tim Kelly, Steve Drazkowski, Kim Norton, Tina Liebling and Nels Pierson for their awareness and asking for their support of the bonding bill.
· Dec 14 – Ryland met Lt. Governor Kim Smith in St Paul for a brief 15 minute discussion asking for support from the Governor’s office
· Dec 22 – Ryland left presentation and electronic file with Julie Fiesel at the Rochester Chamber of Commerce, asking for their support.
· Jan 5 – Ryland attended the Olmsted County Legislative Agenda with local legislators. The Oronoco Wastewater project was listed on the agenda as projects of interest. No further action from the County. 
· Jan 15 – Joe, Senator Senjem and Ryland met with Rochester City Council President Randy Staver, Assistant City Administrator Gary Neumann and Director of Public Works Richard Freese regarding the review of a possible collaboration with Rochester sewer system. Rochester had replied in early 2014 about a possible connection, but it was the most expensive option for Oronoco to consider. The visit was just to bring Rochester up to date with the latest status with the MOU and the proposed bonding bill. We wanted to review the possibility again before meeting with legislators to demonstrate that we are considering all the possible collaboration approaches. Rochester said they would review and get back by January 26th. 
· Jan 19 - Ryland working on setting up visits to Rep Paul Torkelson, Chairman of the House Capital Investment Committee chairman and Logan O’Grady, committee administrator for the Senate Capital Investment Committee in February.
· Late February – A Wastewater hearing will be scheduled in St Paul last part of February. The date has not been shared with us at this time. Will update the group at the February meeting and discuss who should attend the hearing…should PI be considered? 
· Jan 22 – Ryland sent a one page summary of the wastewater project to Julie Fiesel at the Rochester Chamber of Commerce for their consideration of support in the legislative review. 

C) Update from Pine Island
· Sheila read a response from Rod Steele with some possible sites for a treatment plant from their developer:
· 2 or 3 sites west of Highway 52 with good access to the river.
· Possible site on the east side of Highway 52
· They would support and be happy to work with us,

D) Discussion with MPCA representatives
· There was a discussion regarding a stand-alone plant possibility and it being a new discharge into the Zumbro River and Lake Zumbro
· It was a good discussion and could be difficult with a new discharge and pending phosphorus level requirements which have not been finalized for point-source and non-point sources. 
· Regionalization of multiple city sewer systems are more liked and have better selling points to legislators for funding purposes.
· Pine Island should consider submitting their WWTP update project for the Project Priority List (PPL) as a starting point for their upgrade and possible regional plant with Oronoco in the near future.
· PPL Applications are due by March 4, 2016. 
· David to follow-up with Rod and Todd regarding this suggestion
· Upgrades tend to have higher points on the PPL 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A discussion regarding the draft Zumbro River Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) as well as the potential for effluent limits based on River Eutrophication Standards. In regards to the draft TMDL, the MPCA stated that the best way to ensure Oronoco is able to obtain a wasteload allocation no matter which treatment route they choose is to establish a “Reserve Capacity” for all communities in the watershed that are currently unsewered but have reasonable potential to eventually be sewered in the future. That way, whether they have their own discharge, combine with Pine Island, or connect to Rochester, a wasteload allocation will be available for the community when the time comes. This approach has been used in similar situations. Justin Watkins, MPCA TMDL Project Manager, is aware of Oronoco’s efforts and will ensure their potential discharge is captured in the TMDL. If the City begins discharging prior to the completion of the TMDL then they will need to trade in the interim to offset their new load. Joe Palen asked if the PCA had spoken with Stantec representatives regarding the viability of trading. Aaron mentioned that he knew Tom Dye and MPCA staff, Marco Graziani, had spoken and emailed. Aaron will follow up to ensure Marco provided Tom with the information he requested.  

- TMDL:
· The current estimate is to have draft load allocations (non-point) and wasteload allocations (point source) available in the summer of 2016. 
· Zumbro Watershed Partnership (ZWP) is assisting in setting up stakeholder meetings. MPCA is the lead Agency and ultimately the author and proposer of the TMDL. 
· Aaron will  follow-up with Justin Watkins, MPCA TMDL Project Manager, to see if he can attend the March Oronoco W&S meeting and share an update for the committee. 

E) Oronoco Comprehensive Plan discussion
· It was suggested that Aaron follow-up with Bill Dunn regarding the need for Oronoco to file a comprehensive plan for the remaining Districts in Oronoco. 
· Aaron to follow-up with Bill Dunn requesting a review of package possibility of a Oronoco stand-alone plant vs a regionalization approach with Pine Island.

F) Next Meeting
· Next meeting will be February 11th, 6:00PM at the Pine Island City Hall.

G) Meeting adjourned at 7:03PM!

Respectfully Submitted By 
Ryland Eichhorst
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