Work Exempt from a Permit
MN Rules 1300.0120 sub.4 - Exemptions from permit requirements of the code do not authorize work to be done in any manner in violation of the code of any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be required for the following:
· One-story detached accessory structures, used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided the floor area does not exceed 200 square feet
· Fences not over 7 feet high
· Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet in height measured from the bottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II, III-A liquids
· Water tanks supported directly upon grade if capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2:1
· Sidewalks and driveways that are not part of an accessible route
· Decks and platforms not more than 30 inches above adjacent grade and not attached to a structure with frost footings and which is not part of an accessible route
· Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, countertops and similar finish work
· Swings and other playground equipment
See MN Rule 1300.0120 for more information. 
Almost all plumbing, mechanical and electrical work requires a permit.
