[bookmark: h.nu2xnaylot26]Oronoco Parks Committee - Agenda for 04/4/16
[bookmark: h.55who8ui908o]Important Dates:
· May 2nd 2016 - Next parks meeting
[bookmark: h.zfj6r21wf0og]Old Business:
· Bus Shelters
· Spring News Letter
[bookmark: h.26hic1aoygek]New Business:
· Conservation Partners Legacy Grant  - Lance was looking into
· The appreciation dinner is coming up this weekend, April 9th at 5pm
· Update on Swing at river park 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]T-ball sign up runs April 18th – May 6th 
· Report on any info from Park regionalization meeting that was held March 14th 1:30-3:30pm at quarry hill 






[bookmark: h.y1ga59f8kk2u][bookmark: h.nctlxlgaq1n8]Oronoco Parks

[bookmark: h.6b9vkycotkie]Oronoco City Park 
A focal point for historical downtown Oronoco and for the Oronoco park system.
Features:
· Playground
· Picnic tables
· River view, access, angling
Future 
1. general rework of part (waiting till restoration project is complete)
2. Frisbee golf course

Notes from last meeting:
· The existing house is still scheduled to be burned down.
· This could be another option for the ice rink in the future.  It has flat ground, lights and an existing shed that could be used as a warming house.  
[bookmark: h.pq2a6nisfj85]Riverwood Hills Park
A neighborhood park and recreation area.
Features:
· Playground
· Soccer Field
· Restored Prairie
· Trails
Future:
1. Fix and or replace timbers around playground.
2. Basketball Court - estimated cost TBD

Notes from last meeting

River Park
A city wide river focused park.
Features:
· Playground
· Picnic tables
· Gazebo with power outlets
· Basketball and tennis court
· River view, access, angling
· Trails
Future:
1. Fix  and or replace missing swing.
2. Fix and or replace playground timbers.
[bookmark: h.jlvz9q25efte]Memorial Field
A ball field and recreation area.
Features:
· Playground
· Field for t-ball and softball
· Sand Volleyball
Future:
1. Improved parking infrastructure
2. Fencing improvements and fixes
3. Volleyball court improvements

[bookmark: h.rdsnx4wb08yt]Caryl Cowden Park
A city park mostly undeveloped.
· Disk golf course
Future:
Notes from last meeting
· Need to verify how the Frisbee golf course survived winter.   Then decide if we would like to request money for the last two holes.  
[bookmark: h.phr8tzogn5uu]Community Center Grounds
City park located at the community center.
Features:
· Playground
· Skating rink
Future:
· Lights for hockey rink.
· Warming house.
· Basketball court
[bookmark: h.4j1v32t1klvf]Garden Park
The community gardens park.
Features:
· City garden plots
Future:
· Trails
· River view, access, and angling 
Notes from last meeting:
· Discuss another possible clean up date at next meeting.
· We are able to get fertilizer from Chelsea Meadows.  Just need to come up with a method to haul. 
· [bookmark: h.qqbzroeka8yu]Would like to construct a more permanent structure for compost
Other
Future
· Compliant playground safety equipment
· Planting trees
· Paint picnic tables
· Citywide trail system with sings, connecting trails
· Trail by Timberline DR SE to River Park - currently not possible due to land owneship.
· Dog Park, is there a need and would it get used?





[bookmark: h.u90cvlj2m1b6]Board Members
	First
	Last
	Role
	Phone
	Email
	Term Ends

	Cain
	Dolan
	City Staff
	507-367-4405
	oronocopublicworks@gmail.com
	na

	Eric
	Weis
	Chair
	507-475-0744
	teweis@bevcomm.net
	2014

	Jonya
	Pacey
	
	507-251-8502
	jonyapacey@gmail.com
	2015

	Lance
	Sorensen
	
	507-367-4952
	ezracooter@gmail.com
	2013

	Peter
	Sanders
	Vice Chair
	507-358-4463
	plsander@gmail.com
	2015

	Ryan
	Cradick
	
	507-525-1090
	cradick@gmail.com
	2015

	Tim
	Kramer
	
	507-316-2777
	trkramer49@gmail.com
	2014

	Trish
	Shields
	Council Rep
	507-254-9900
	oronocotrish@gmail.com
	na

	
	
	
	
	
	






Spring Newsletter 2016

[bookmark: h.vdr61esr6evk]Oronoco Parks and Trails
Spring is already around the corner. It is getting close to the time of year where we can go outside and enjoy our city parks in shorts and short sleeves.  Here are a few upcoming park related events you may be interested in:

· Garden Park Community Gardens – It is the 2nd year we are offering a green space as an educational component to promote natural and organic gardening practices. To obtain a plot or find more information, visit the community gardens page or email oronocogardens@yahoo.com.
· T-ball Sign up – The T-Ball Season will start June 2016 for girls and boys ages 4-6.  An actual start date and sign up has not been released yet.  

Here are a few things that the parks and trails committee has been busy working on:  

· New swings at City Hall Park and River Park.
· Replaced porch style swing at River Park 
· Currently sourcing replacement porch style swing for River Wood Hills Park.
· Carl Cowden Park now has seven disk golf holes.  Perfect course for beginners and the young to get out and test their skills.  Look for 2 more holes to complete the course in 2016. 

 Zumbro Watershed Partnership (ZWP) has selected Oronoco as a partner.
· They have selected 6 sites total to work with as part of the Educational Recreational Sites Project: Zumbro Falls, Mantorville, the old Green Bridge, Pine Island, Wanamingo, and Oronoco.
· They plan to start July 2015 and have all sites done by June 2018.  Oronoco would be sometime in summer of 2017.
· ZWP works with each community to identify changes they would like to see to their riverside sites.   Each location has an approximate starting budget of $13,500 and will be implemented in a 3-5 week span with labor from a Minnesota Conservation corps work crew and direction/help from community members.  There will be an educational kiosk/signage in each area with history of the river relating to the specific location.  All locations will be tied together with a specific theme and a map showing where each is.  

The park committee is looking for additional members. If you are interested, or know someone that is, please join us at a future parks meeting.
 
The parks board meets on the first Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.
Sincerely, Parks and Trails Chair Eric Weis



[bookmark: h.aza1q756q4li]Oronoco Parks and Trails

Summer is here and I know many of you are already enjoying the weather and our parks. I know I have seen a lot of you at t-ball which continues to be a great event for Oronoco. 

The park committee is thrilled to announce that 4 disk golf holes have been installed at Caryl Cowden Park. Go check them out, play a few holes, and let us know what you think!

The parks committee is still busy planning a few new improvements for this year as well as starting to plan for next year. If you have suggestions or ideas, please contact a board representative or come to one of our meetings. Here are a few things we are working on.

· New swings at City Hall.
· Tennis court backstops at River Park.
· Improvements to the trails at River Wood Hills parks.
· A new map for the city website that lists all the city parks.

The park committee is still looking for one additional member for this year. If you are interested, or know someone that is, please join us at a future parks meeting.

The parks board meets on the first Monday of every month at City Hall.

Sincerely, Parks and Trails Chair Ryan Cradick






[bookmark: h.iqly48b7e8ni]Oronoco Parks and Trails

Summer is officially over, however there is still time to get out and enjoy the Parks in Oronoco!

The park committee is thrilled to announce an additional 3 disk golf holes have been installed at Caryl Cowden Park. This gives us a total of 7 holes installed at the park. Go check them out, play a few holes, and let us know what you think!

Some of you may also notice that the bench swing at Riverwood Hills Park has been replaced. Thanks to everyone that helped.

The parks committee is still busy planning a few new improvements for this year as well as for next year. If you have suggestions or ideas, please contact a board representative or come to one of our meetings. Here are a few things we are working on.

· New swings at City Hall (Fall 2015)
· Tennis court backstops at River Park (2016)
· Improvements to the trails at River Wood Hills parks. (2016)

The park committee is starting to look for additional members for next year. If you are interested, or know someone that is, please join us at a future parks meeting.

The parks board meets on the first Monday of every month at City Hall.

Sincerely, Parks and Trails Chair Ryan Cradick

