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City of Oronoco 

City Council 

AGENDA  

March 18th, 2025 

Regular Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84747338819  

 

I) CALL TO ORDER 

 

II) ROLL CALL 

 Mayor Ryland Eichhorst  Councilor Jim Phillips 

 Councilor Paul Pendergrass  Councilor Daniel Spring 

   Councilor Marie Reisdorfer 

 

STAFF PRESENT: 

 City Engineer Joe Palen  City Administrator Jason Baker 

 City Attorney Mike Flaherty  Public Works Director Cain Dolan 

   Clerk VACANT 

 

 

III) APPROVAL OF AGENDA (as is or as amended)  

a) M: ____________ 2nd: _____________ Vote:__________ 

i) Amendments to agenda: 

 

IV) PUBLIC FORUM (3-minute time limit per person) 

 The City Council welcomes and encourages participation from community members. 

Please keep in mind that your comments must be pertinent to City business and must adhere to 

Data Privacy Rules, no employee’s name may be used. Please do not expect action from the 

Council this evening regarding your concerns. To address the City Council during Public Forum, 

please step up to the podium and state your name and address and fill out the form provided. 

Speakers will be recognized only once.  

 You will be timed. Begin speaking when the GREEN card is raised; the YELLOW card 

indicates you have 30 seconds left; and the RED card indicates you have reached your 3-minute 

limit and must stop. 

a) Public Forum was opened by Mayor Eichhorst at _______  

b) Public Forum was closed by Mayor Eichhorst at _______  

 

V) PUBLIC HEARING 

a) None 

 

VI) PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

a) UPDATE/DISCUSSION: Joe Palen- talk about disaster recovery funding from state and 

proposed projects with associated costs.  

 

VII) LEGAL SERVICES 

a) ACTION:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84747338819
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VIII) DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

a) ORONOCO COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

i) UPDATE: *Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office January Numbers Report 

 

b) PUBLIC WORKS –Public Works Director Cain Dolan 

i) ACTION: * Quotes for street sweeping services have been obtained from Durst 

Outdoor Services and Wigham Trucking & Excavating. Based on the estimates of 

cost per hour at $185, not to exceed a total of $3,600.00 by Wigham Trucking & 

Excavating, it is recommended to approve this company.   

(1) “Motion to approve Wigham trucking & Excavating to provide street sweeping 

services for city streets not to exceed $3,600.00.”  

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

ii) ACTION: * City parks utilize portable restrooms during the spring, summer, and 

early fall months. After reviewing multiple vendors, LRS has provided the most cost-

efficient service. Approve to contract with LRS under Option 1 or Option 2 for 

portable restrooms and weekly service at city parks (6 locations). 

(1) “Motion to approve LRS, Option (   ) for city portable restroom at city parks, 

including weekly service .”  

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

iii)  ACTION: * Approve the purchase of a dump trailer, and sale of current dump box. 

Funds from the sale of the dump box will help offset costs of purchasing the dumb 

trailer. The attached memo provides a breakdown of which departments the funds 

would come from and their current balance remaining for the year.  

(1) “Motion to approve the purchase of a dump trailer, not to exceed $17,000, from 

city funds listed in provided memo.”  

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

c) WATER & SEWER – Public Works Director Cain Dolan & City Engineer Joe Palen 

i) ACTION: * Approve the Water & Sewer Committee Bylaws, March 11th, 2025.  

(1) “Motion to approve the Water & Sewer committee March 11, 2025, bylaws.”  

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

ii) ACTION: * Public Works is working to find quotes for component needed to 

connect a portable generator when normal power is lost at the lift station. A quote 



March 18th, 2025 Council Agenda  

 

*Denoted attachment in agenda packet   Page 3 of 6 

 

from Killmer Electric Co has been provided, and is the recommended company at this 

time until further quotes are found. A request for approval to purchase the electrical 

components for Cedar Woodlands Lift Station #1, not to exceed $15,000.00 is 

requested. 

(1) “Motion to approve the purchase of components up to $15,000 for Cedar 

Woodlands 1 Lift Station to connect a portable generator when needed.”  

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

iii) FYI: *Project Priority List (PPL) Wastewater Application Phase 1B- Joe Palen 

 

d) PLANNING AND ZONING 

i) ACTION: * If recommended for approval from Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Approve Resolution 2025-05, a resolution of the City of Oronoco, Minnesota 

approving the request for a lot split at 1215 W Center St, Oronoco, MN. Stantec 

Planning Report is included. 

(1) “Motion to approve Resolution 2025-05, request for a lot split at 1215 W Center 

St, Oronoco, MN.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

ii) UPDATE: WSB Steering Committee update. 

 

e) FIRE DEPARTMENT 

i) ACTION: * Approve hiring of applicant: Ryan Fee. 

(1) “Motion to approve the hiring of applicant Ryan Fee.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

ii) FYI: 2025 Storm Spotter Training. Tuesday, April 8th, 18:30-20:00 at the Empire 

Event Center (by the Kahler Apache) 

 

iii) UPDATE: *Monthly Minutes in Consent Agenda 

 

f) FIRE RELIEF  

i) FYI: Net profit from Tilly’s pull tabs of negative (-) $10,425.52. No donation to the 

city for the month of February.  

ii) UPDATE: *Monthly Minutes in Consent Agenda 

 

g) FIRST RESPONDERS 

i) ACTION: * Approve the Oronoco Fire Department and First Responder Committees' 

recommendation to endorse and promote the Key Lock Box Program. Authorize 

sharing the Public Service Announcement through city communication channels, 

coordinating an informational session with the Fire Department, and including 
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program details in new resident materials to enhance community safety and 

streamline emergency response efforts. 

(1) “Motion that the Oronoco City Council endorse and promote the Key Lock Box 

Program, as recommended by the Fire Department and First Responder 

Committees, by sharing the Public Service Announcement through city 

communication channels and coordinating an informational session with the Fire 

Department.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

ii) UPDATE: *Monthly Minutes in Consent Agenda 

 

h) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) 

i) UPDATE: *Monthly Minutes in Consent Agenda 

 

i) PARKS & TRAILS 

i) ACTION: * Approve the use of Oronoco Park for the 4th of July fireworks display. 

Waive the $100 gathering fee for the Oronoco Lions Club. Temporarily extend quite 

hours and modify noise ordinances for the duration of the event. 

(1) “Motion that the Oronoco City Council approve the use of Oronoco Park for the 

4th of July fireworks display, waive the $100 gathering fee for the Oronoco Lions 

Club, and temporarily extend quiet hours and modify noise ordinances for the 

duration of the event to accommodate festivities.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

ii) UPDATE: *Monthly Minutes in Consent Agenda along with master plan (2024) and 

work list with Parks Department 

 

j) EMPLOYEE RELATIONS COMMITTEE (ERC) 

i) ACTION: Approve hiring of candidate XXXX for the position of City Clerk based 

on the recommendations of the ERC and pending a full background check. 

Recommended start date April 7th, 2025.  

(1) “Motion to approve the hiring of candidate XXXX for the Position of City Clerk.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

ii) ACTION: Approve hiring of candidate XXXX for the position of Administrative 

Assistant based on the recommendations of the ERC and pending a full background 

check. Recommended start date April 7th, 2025. 

(1) “Motion to approve the hiring of candidate XXXX for the Position of 

Administrative Assistant.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 
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(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

iii) ACTION: Approve hiring of candidate XXXX for the position of Public Works 

Assistant based on the recommendations of the ERC and pending a full background 

check. Recommended start date April 7th, 2025. 

(1) “Motion to approve the hiring of candidate XXXX for the Position of Public 

Works Assistant.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

iv) ACTION: * Approve the updated City of Oronoco Personnel Policy Manual, 

effective March 18, 2025, to ensure compliance with current state and federal 

employment laws and support the city’s commitment to maintaining a fair, effective, 

and legally sound workplace. 

(1) “Motion to approve the updated City of Oronoco Personnel Policy Manual, with 

an effective date of March 18, 2025, as presented, to ensure alignment with 

current state and federal employment laws and to support the city’s ongoing 

commitment to best practices in personnel management.”   

(a) Motion Made By: _____________ Seconded By: _______________ 

(b) Discussion:  

(c) Result: 

 

b) CITY ADMINISTSRATOR  

i) UPDATE: City Administrators Monthly Report 

 

c) STREETS & ROADS 

i) Nothing to report 

 

VII) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a) Nothing 

 

VIII) NEW BUSINESS 

a) DISCUSSION: City Council Workshops 

i) Councilman Phillips- Select a date for a city council workshop with Joe Palen to 

discuss Stantec Services.  

ii) Councilman Spring- *Goal setting workshops for 2026 budget. What dates will work 

and number of meetings needed. Should each committee meet independently or 

discuss with council at the workshop? Should there be a meeting separate for 

committees and city departments? 

i) City Administrator Baker- Workshop ideas for city council: Create a code of ethics, a 

code of conduct, mission and vision statements, a conflict-of-interest statement, goal 

setting for 1/3/5 years out, and big project ideas for future CIP.  

 

VIII) CONSENT AGENDA – Approve all items with one motion  

a)  M: ______ 2nd: ______ Vote: ______ 
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i) UPDATE:  

(1) FYI: Fire Department calls: 2 runs (2/17 (Small Fuel Spill at Casey’s), 3/5 

(Residential CO Alarm)) 

(2) FYI: Fire Department meeting minutes- February 

(3) FYI: Fire Relief meeting minutes- February 

(4) FYI: First Responder calls: February Calls: 1 city; 12 township.  

(5) FYI: First Responders meeting minutes- February 

(6) FYI: EDA meeting minutes- January (Approved), February (unapproved) 

(7) FYI: Parks & Trails minutes- February  

(8) FYI: Water & Sewer minutes- February (approved), March (unapproved) 

(9) FYI: Water & Sewer- PeopleService Notice of Violation information 

(10) FYI: Water & Sewer- PeopleService Wastewater Operation & Maintenance 

report. 

(11) FYI: Building Permit Report- January – March  

(12) FINANCIALS 

(a) *Water Summary for February 

(b) *Frandsen Bank & Trust Account Summary    

(c) *Revenue & Expense Reports 

(d) *Check Register  

 

IX) ADJOURNMENT  

a) M: _____________ 2nd: _____________ Vote: ________ AT:  

 

 


