Jason Baker

From: Rachel Trautschold < B 22
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2024 11:57 AM

To: Jason Baker

Subject: Cedar Point RD SE and 2nd Ave SE Rezone
Hello,

My name is Rachel Trautschold and my husband and | live on Timberline Dr SE. Our south property line is adjacent to the
property in question for rezoning. My husband already sent in a letter of concern before the first meeting but | now
have things to add. We attended both the first special meeting via Zoom and the Hamilton development meeting.

We are very much against this rezoning and hope you consider not recommending it moving forward. During the special
P&Z meeting it seemed as though the city planner has had many meetings with the Hamilton group and is trying to be
secretive and shady with this entire process. It was stated that the plans for Oronoco all along were to decrease lot sizes.
If this were the case, then why does the front page of the city's website brag about spacious neighborhoods, sprawling
acreage, and elbow room? A majority of residents left the crowded, high density neighborhoods of Rochester to move
here for all of those wonderful things stated above.

During the special p&z meeting, the owner of the land started speaking and we learned that not only does he not live in
Oronoco, he also made a statement saying "l would really just like a return on my investment". This really rubbed me
the wrong way and struck me as a guy who doesn't care about the people this will effect and only cares about making a
quick buck. This leads me to my big question, why didn't they purchase land that is already zoned as R2? If we allow for
the rezoning of this land, what is stopping anyone from rezoning any land? There was a future land use map created in
2020 with the sewer system in mind. If this land made sense to be R2 wouldn't that have been done at creation of the
FLUP?

I'am in support of the growth of Oronoco, but not this development plan. The Hamilton group needs to listen to the
residents of this beloved town and develop the land as how it is zoned. High density and multi family housing do not
belong on these plots of land. This land should be extended to match the surrounding neighborhoods in order to ensure
everyone's privacy, safety, property values, and wildlife are all kept intact.

Thank you,
Rachel Trautschold



Ranae While

From: Paul & Christine Jannetto - _ .

Sent: Monday, July 8, 2024 10:22 PM

To: Ranae While

Subject: P&Z July 11 - Public Hearing Comments for Cedar Crest Development

Dear Planning & Zoning and City Council -

07-08-2024

Paul & Christine Jannetto
1090 Cedar Drive SE
Oronoco, MN 55960

Good evening,

I want to first start off by thanking Planning & Zoning for your service and the
opportunity to express my concerns this evening over the preliminary plat; land use
amendment; zone change; and variance request for Cedar Crest Pointe development.

The City of Oronoco has the legal right to control the density of residential
developments. The justification for regulating density is like that for the regulation of
heights of buildings and setbacks of buildings. The control of density may ensure
adequate light and air, eliminate congestion with its attendant fire and traffic hazards,
and may contribute to the creation of a neighborhood of pleasing homogeneity.
However, one of the main reasons for controlling density is that such control permits
adequate planning of community facilities and utilities based on the number of families
per acre. Where density is regulated, it is often more possible to predict the future
requirements for schools, sewer, and water system capacities, and for the many other
facilities affected by population density.

Variances are only permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and
intent of the ordinance, and when the terms of the variance are consistent with the
comprehensive plan. Minnesota cities, including Oronoco, must apply the legal standard
of “Practical Difficulties” Minn. Stat. §. 462.357, sub. 6 when considering variance
applications. Under this law, a city may ONLY grant a variance if the facts satisfy the
three-factor test for practical difficulties.

« The first factor is that the property owner proposes to use the property in a
reasonable manner. This factor means that the landowner would like to use the
property in a particular reasonable way but can’t do so under the rules of the
ordinance. One could argue this is true and they satisfy the first factor.




« The second factor is that the landowner’s plight is due to circumstances unique to
the property not caused by the landowner. The uniqueness generally relates to the
physical characteristics of the property; that is, to the land and not personal
considerations of the landowner. The statute specifically states that economic
considerations alone cannot create practical difficulties. The landowner has stated
they want the variance of smaller lot sizes and rezoning of R1 to R2 to make this
project more financially justifiable to develop. As a result, I don’t see evidence this
second factor is satisfied.

« The third factor is that the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential
character of the locality. Under this factor, Oronoco needs to consider whether the
resulting development will be out of scale, out of place, or otherwise inconsistent
with the surrounding area. For this factor, I would most definitely say this high-
density development is “out of place” and is NOT consistent with the FLUP which
has most of this acreage as R1 not R2 development.

As a result, I don't believe that P&Z or City Council can state that all three factors are
satisfied to demonstrate practical difficulties and therefore must deny the variance.

Furthermore, when considering a petition for rezoning you must answer another series
of questions such as “Will the proposed rezoning be sufficiently compatible with the
goals and objectives of the local comprehensive or Future Land Use Plan (FLUP)?” Every
question must be answered positively in the findings of fact for approval. In this case,
the preliminary plat shows multiple duplex and quad housing in an area that per the
FLUP which was just recently updated and approved July 2020 by the citizens of Oronoco
is designated as R1 (low-density, single-family homes). When my family and I bought
our home over 10 years ago, the VERY first thing we did was look at the current zoning
and FLUP and see what the surrounding property was zoned. We purposely moved from
a high-density area in Rochester to Oronoco so our family could live a low-density area
with spacious lots for our children to grow up in and play. In fact, the home page on the
Oronoco website calls Oronoco a “safe community with some elbow room where the big
city is still within easy reach.” Rezoning this area to R2 and putting higher density
homes in an originally designated R1 zoned area goes against the FLUP which is what
current city residents/taxpayers have trusted and are invested in.

In the end, I urge both P&Z and City Council to not approve the rezoning and variance
application based on the inability to satisfy the legal standards. My family and I are not
against the growth and development of Oronoco, but rather that it MUST be done
correctly and in accordance with the FLUP where there are multiple areas already
designated for higher density R2 development adjacent to this land. Based on the
findings of fact, I believe that P&Z and City Council must DENY the rezoning and
variance requests.

Thank you!



Paul & Christine Jannetto



Jason Baker

From: Matthew Rueter < Sdl o G- e = A

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 8:22 AM

To: Jason Baker; Ryland Eichhorst

Cc:

Subject: Opposition to Variance Request by Hamilton — Petition with 200+ Signatures
Attachments: Petition Signatures.x|sx

Dear Oronoco Planning and Zoning Committee and City Council Members,

I hope this message finds you well. | am writing on behalf of over 200 concerned residents who have signed a petition
opposing the variance request by Hamilton to rezone a 37-acre lot on Cedar Point Rd SE from R1 (single-family homes)
to R2 (duplex/multi-family housing) and to reduce the minimum lot size for single-family homes from 20,000 sq ft to
0.25 acres.

Our concerns include:

¢ Infrastructure Strain: Our current infrastructure, particularly Cedar Point Rd SE, is not equipped to handle the
increased density.

o Traffic and Safety: The proposed development would significantly increase traffic, posing safety risks for
residents and emergency responders.

e Community Impact: High-density development could negatively impact property values, quality of life, and
potentially increase crime rates.

= Environmental Concerns: The environmental impact of such a large-scale development has not been adequately
addressed.

e Transparency Issues: Recent allegations of secret meetings have raised serious concerns about the transparency
of this decision-making process.

Given these issues, we urge the Planning and Zoning Committee and City Council to deny the variance request. You can
also view the petition online here - https://chng.it/p6rcssFRHh

Additionally, we request that this email and the petition with over 200 signatures be included in all committee and
council meeting agenda packets that pertain to this topic.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your response and hope for a decision that aligns with
the best interests of our community.

Matthew Rueter
290 5th St SE

Oronoco, MN 55960



Name City State Postal Code |Country |Signed On

Matthew Rueter Oronoco MN 55960(|US 6/13/2024
Josh Boesche Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/13/2024
Rachel Trautschold Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Blomster Chris Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Isaac Johnson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Katie Breitigan Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/13/2024
Brad Dallavalle Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Matthew Breitigan Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Lydia Olson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Heather Renier Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Matthew Olson Oronoco MN 55860|US 6/13/2024
Morgan Kocer Minneapolis |[MN 55422|US 6/13/2024
Lynn MvNamara Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/13/2024
Kelsey Bradley Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/13/2024
Rebekah Stolp Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Kristi Wintheiser Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Michelle Ryan Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Tracie Henning Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Caitlin Castillo Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Quimby Nancy Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Jodi Christopherson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
ryan weinberger Rochester MN 55901(US 6/14/2024
Marie Reisdorfer Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
JT Koser Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Finn Cassity Minneapolis [MN 55407|US 6/14/2024
Jeffrey Geske Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Keith Bryant Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Matthew Hegland Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
April Bailey Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Sara Lempke Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Andrew Lempke Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Casey Aitken Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
losh Petron Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Betsy Sims Oronoco IN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Eliot Martin Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Donnie Vavra Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Amy Nelson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Ashley Bocchi Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Patrick Rice Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Kaylyn Bluma Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Chris Reinarts Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Brian Decker Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Sondra Grotz Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024




Daniel Spring Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Taneya Kratzke Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Michaela Erickson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
JENN FRANK Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Grant Kocer Minneapolis [MN 55410(US 6/14/2024
Twyla Witeli Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Sara Swartwood Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Molly Bryant Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Laura Pigsley Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
RICK Swartwood Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Tara Blomster Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
DeAnn Wittlief Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Kimberly Button Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Kristin O’Reilly Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Chris Anderson Minneapolis [MN 55404|US 6/14/2024
Adam Hoffman Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Sinead Crimmins Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Dan Johnson Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Christina Kirkham Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Erin Nystrom Minneapolis |MN 55404|US 6/14/2024
Cathy Sell Minneapolis [MN 55401|US 6/14/2024
Deborah Martin Brazil IN 47834|US 6/14/2024
Jm Novak Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Ralphie Beam Cumberland |MD 21502|US 6/14/2024
Brenda Davidson Oronoco MN 55963|US 6/14/2024
Adam Holz Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Nicole Bertram Rochester MN 55902|US 6/14/2024
Nathan Bertram QOronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Nathan Klennert Rochester MN 55902|US 6/14/2024
Melinda Dallavalle Rochester MN 55902|US 6/14/2024
Jorja Middendorf Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Meghan Kisro Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Sam Jensch Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Ariet Jensch QOromoo MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Bruce Nelson Qronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Jessica Halverson Brookfield Wi 53045|US 6/14/2024
Jeffrey Fasbender Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Roberta Kaschalk Los Angeles [CA 90046|US 6/14/2024
Kanika Couchene Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Alisa Weinberger Minneapolis |[MN 55443|US 6/14/2024
Andrew Wilhorn Minneapolis [MN 55421|US 6/14/2024
Joanne Mcdermott Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Kevin McDermott Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Brian Johnson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024




Marci Sperber Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Tina Trihey Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/14/2024
Andy Sell Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
David Argue Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Elaina Sessions Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Jenna Bearden Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Bradey Bearden Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Rebecca Kellander Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Heather Leiferman Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/14/2024
Brittney Lien Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Ethan Nathan Hubert NC 285339(US 6/15/2024
Philip Berg Jacksonville |FL 32225|US 6/15/2024
Chris Bachman Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Elizabeth Rice Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Dave Veglahn Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Karen Rech Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Erika Rikhiram Clermont FL 34711|US 6/15/2024
Amy Majsterski Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Jayne Schulte Whiting Minneapolis |[MN 55423(US 6/15/2024
Danielle Johnson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Philip Halverson Minneapolis [MN 55407|US 6/15/2024
Brooke Pyfferoen Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/15/2024
Lois Hackbarth Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/15/2024
Ashley Rutledge Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Rita Ray-Mihm Oronoco MN 55960[US 6/15/2024
Tyler Hinck Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Helen Kingsbury Oronoco MN 55906(US 6/15/2024
Benjamin Mlynczak QOronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Jacqueline Stevermer Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/15/2024
Terry Leary Minneapolis |MN 55409|US 6/15/2024
Brittany Dubbels QOronoco MN 55970[US 6/15/2024
Beverly Wittlief Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/15/2024
Nathan Siebrecht Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/16/2024
Sherry Johnson QOronoco MN 55960(US 6/16/2024
Nate Waldhauser Qronoco MN 55960|US 6/16/2024
Pat Machutt Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/16/2024
Kara Carter-Kleven Qronoco MN 55960|US 6/16/2024
Andrew Floyd us 6/16/2024
Craig Setera Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/16/2024
Janice Frerks Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/17/2024
Schumacher Schumacher Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/17/2024
Heidi Sems New York NY 10044 |US 6/17/2024
Deborah L Kanable Minneapolis |[MN 55960|US 6/17/2024
Janet Christiansen Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/17/2024




Faith Bruce Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/17/2024
Frank Lecy Minneapolis |MN 55408|US 6/17/2024
Yasmine Horton Bessemer AL 35020|US 6/18/2024
Chrissy Rardin Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/18/2024
Samantha Brueske Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/18/2024
Daisy Robinson Rochester MN 55901|US 6/18/2024
Michael Klennert Minneapolis [MN 55408|US 6/18/2024
Madison Sackett Minneapolis [MN 55405|US 6/18/2024
Deb Bartholomew Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/18/2024
Kayla Spring Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/18/2024
Emily Black Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/18/2024
Brian Button Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/19/2024
Jd Newton Fort Pierce FL 34948|US 6/19/2024
Nicole Salucka Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/19/2024
Stanley Dubreuil Windermere |FL 34786(US 6/20/2024
Diana Horan Pardeeville Wi 53954 |US 6/20/2024
Sara Klennert Minneapolis |MN 55406(US 6/20/2024
Silvija Grossman Seattle WA 98125|US 6/21/2024
Sara Miller Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/21/2024
Christan Hegland Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/21/2024
Evan Vivaldo Chillicothe OH 45601|US 6/21/2024
Charles Reichenbach Kennedy NY 14747|US 6/22/2024
Kari Busch Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/22/2024
Cassie Peterson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/22/2024
Teri Carlson Minneapolis [MN 55429|US 6/23/2024
Emily Pahl Pine Island MN 55963|US 6/24/2024
Brenda Radel Oronaco MN 55960|US 6/24/2024
Elizabeth McNeil Gronoco MN 55960|US 6/25/2024
Aranzazu Caceres Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/27/2024
Jeremy Elliott Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/27/2024
Sherry Scharberg Minneapolis [MN 55407|US 6/29/2024
Julie Ondler Qronoco MN 55960|US 6/29/2024
Jill Pearson Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/29/2024
Margot Cousin Oronoco MN 55960(US 6/29/2024
Linda Speer Oronoco MN 55960|US 6/29/2024
Timothy Jungers Oronoco MN 55950|US 6/30/2024
Alana Preziosi Swedeshoro [NJ 8085|US 6/30/2024
Dan Trautschold Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/1/2024
Katie Juskewitch Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/1/2024
Stephanie Meyer Oronoco MN 55960(|US 7/1/2024
STEVE MCNAMARA Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/1/2024
Alan Richter Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/1/2024
Jenna Kuehn Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/1/2024
Tammy Matzke Rochester MN 55901(US 7/1/2024




Kristen Drucker Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/1/2024
Dan Bocchi Minneapolis |MN 55408|US 7/1/2024
Nicole Brong Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/2/2024
Julie Gecox Hanson Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/2/2024
Miranda Wagner Minneapolis |MN 55418|US 7/2/2024
Zach Wagner Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/2/2024
Thomas Nordstrom Oronoco MN 55960(US 71212024
Randi Petersen Rochester MN 55902|US 71212024
Patricia Matts Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/2/2024
Thomas Bradley Oronoco MN 55960(US 71412024
Tina Schmitt Oronoco MN 55960(US 71412024
Tom Shannon Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/6/2024
Katie Bowman Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/8/2024
Amber Wolery Oronoco MN 55960|US 71812024
Joel Wolery Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/8/2024
Jenni Brownlow Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/8/2024
Stacy Anderson Minneapolis |MN 55430|US 7/8/2024
Casandra Ahle Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/8/2024
Sam Ahle Oronoco MN 55960|US 71812024
John Leiferman Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/8/2024
Jason Kalvelage Oronoco MN 55960(US 71812024
Amy Theiler Oronoco MN 55960|US 71812024
Melissa Nold Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/8/2024
Emily Peterson Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/8/2024
Jenna Reinarts Minneapolis [MN 55478|US 7/8/2024
Denise Klinkner Oronoco MN 55960|US 7/8/2024
Dylan Christopherson Oronoco MN 55960|US 71812024
Alexis Karl Oronoco MN 55960(US 7/8/2024
Malea Schroeder Oronoco MN 55960|US 71812024
Mathew Busch Willmar MN 56201|US 7/8/2024
Sandra Qutcalt QOronoco MN 55960(US 7/9/2024




Jason Baker

From: DanS <¢, ... _

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 10:16 AM

To: Jason Baker

Subject: Continued opposition to rezoning and decreasing lot sizes after attending the Hamilton

presentation.

Daniel Spring

250 5th St SE

Oronoco MN 55960
dispring213@gmail.com

7/9/2024

Oronoco Planning and Zoning Commission
City Council of Oronoco

Dear Members of the Oronoco Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the variances proposed to rezone parcels 841743077108 and
841734073850 off of Cedar Point Rd SE and 2nd Ave, as well as the proposed reduction in R1 Lot size requirements.

Having attended the recent Hamilton meeting to gather information firsthand, my concerns regarding these proposals
have only deepened. The primary issue that alarms me is the potential impact on safety for current residents due to the
significant increase in traffic along 2nd Ave. As you are aware, this road features a blind hill, is prone to flooding, and has
limited visibility at its turns. Its narrow width barely supports two passing vehicles, let alone the increased traffic that
would result from this development becoming a main route to downtown and the new Dollar General store. This
heightened traffic poses serious risks to pedestrians, cyclists, strollers, golf carts, and all others who regularly utilize this
road.

Furthermore, | find it unprecedented and concerning that Oronoco would consider rezoning this area to accommodate a
high-density development amidst two low-density neighborhoods where properties are about double the required
minimum lot size. Such a rezoning would effectively double the population density in a quarter of the space, significantly
altering the character and livability of our community. I firmly believe that Oronoco has the capacity to identify more
suitable locations for developments of this scale.

Additionally, the lack of a comprehensive plan to regulate construction and ensure architectural coherence is troubling.
At the Hamilton meeting, it was disclosed that individual builders could develop each unit independently, without any
requirement for uniformity or oversight by a homeowners' association (HOA). This absence of oversight raises valid
concerns about the potential degradation of property values and community aesthetics. | personally experienced
stringent zoning regulations when seeking a variance for my property, which was denied on grounds of potential
negative impact on surrounding property values. How can unregulated multifamily units not similarly diminish property
values and detract from the cohesive character of our neighborhoods?

Moreover, | am troubled by assertions that this development would expedite the payoff of the sewer plant debt. While
fiscal responsibility is crucial, | question whether this project's economic benefits outweigh the long-term consequences
of hastily altering our community's residential landscape. We already have existing tax assessments in place to manage
infrastructure costs, and | urge careful consideration of whether these assessments might be adjusted should the sewer
plant debt be retired earlier than anticipated.



Additionally, it is important to note that despite the proposed smaller units and lack of an HOA, this development does
not align with the desire expressed in our city-wide survey for low-cost, low-maintenance living accommodations
suitable for the elderly. Without HOA oversight, there are no guarantees that these units will provide the necessary
amenities and maintenance standards desired by our community's older residents.

In conclusion, | advocate for adhering to Oronoco's original plan for sustainable growth rather than rushing into a
development that could irreversibly compromise our community's integrity. Simply because there is interest in

developing a certain area does not automatically render it a suitable or prudent decision for our community's future.

Thank you for considering my concerns. | trust that you will prioritize the long-term well-being of our community in your
deliberations on these crucial matters.

Sincerely,

Daniel Spring



Jason Baker

From: Tara Blomster <t _

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 11:50 AM

To: Ryland Eichhorst; Jim Phillips; Jim Richards; Erv Devlaeminck; ppend57@yahoo.com
Cc: Jason Baker

Subject: Formal request to vote against rezoning from R1 to R2/against decreasing lot sizes
Hello,

I am writing to you, an elected City of Oronoco official, to formally request that you vote against the
proposed variance request to rezone a large portion of the 37 acre lot on the north side of Cedar
Point Rd SE from single-family homes R1, to R2 for duplex/multi-family housing. This letter is a formal
request of the 4 residents in my household. When the current Cedar Woodlands was developed, the
vision was to have homes built there that are similar to what's already in Cedar Woodlands 1 and 2
and River Park. | am requesting that Oronoco maintain this vision and as a city counselor,
representing the citizens of Oronoco, that you vote against this request to rezone that land from R1 to
R2. There is R2 land in Oronoco that can be developed as such so there isn't a need to rezone this
particular plat of land. Residents have made financial investments in their homes and this will just
decrease the value of those, thus negatively impacting current Oronoco families and active members
of this wonderful community.

Secondly, current City Ordinance requires single family lots to be no less than 20,000 sq ft, or 0.46
acres. This is one of the reasons that people have moved to Oronoco. The green space between
homes makes Oronoco a desirable place to live. Decreasing the lot sizes really only benefits the
developer and not the residents of Oronoco. The developer is proposing single-family lots as small as
0.25 acres -- 54% of the current minimum lot size. They are requesting this because they can make
more money by selling more lots. The benefit isn't there for the current Oronoco residents. | am
requesting that you also vote against the developer's requested lot size variance. Large lots and green
space are what attracted current residents to Oronoco in the first place. If residents wanted small
lots, they would have moved or stayed in Rochester. Vote to keep the small town appeal of Oronoco
in tact.

Both of these variance requests will have significant implications on our neighborhood, from
aesthetics to emergency access and traffic. The city of Oronoco depends upon a voluntary fire and
ambulance service. The requested rezoning would strain these services and put al! lives at risk.
Growth needs to be calculated and analyzed which the city hasn't proven that it has completed.
Minnesota Avenue is not designed for the level of residential traffic (i.e., 50 mph curved road with no
stop lights, etc.) that the developer is requesting to add, and the City has no long range plans to
address this. The developer has also has stated that "sidewalks are not an obligation", projecting the
appearance that they don't care about the community.

Please don't lose sight of your elected role and what that elected role means. Your elected role is to
represent the interests of the citizens of Oronoco. Your decisions should always side with what the
residents of Oronoco want and what would best serve the current residents. The residents of

1



Oronoco are adamantly against the proposal to rezone the land by Cedar Woodlands to R2 and
decreasing the lot sizes. Please use your role as elected officials to follow through on your residents'
requests to NOT rezone this land. Ask yourself, do you want Oronoco to be 'Rochester North' or
would you rather Oronoco be 'a quaint scenic river town'?

Developers will come and go and their interests are always driven by one thing, money. Their
interests are not driven by making a city better, it's always about making a profit. The developers are
not even members of this community. As quoted from the meeting Hamilton hosted, the developer
said "I want my family to succeed and move on". The developer will come into Oronoco, make their
money, and then leave. Smaller lot sizes = more profit, no sidewalks = more profit, multifamily
housing = more profit. Please wait for a developer that will adhere to the vision for the land in
question and will build the homes that fit the future of what the residents of Oronoco are requesting.
Regards,

Tara Blomster, Chris Blomster, Sean Blomster & Holly Blomster

753 River Park PL Se



Jason Baker

From: April Bailey «

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 12:20 PM
To: Jason Baker

Subject: Against Oronoco Rezoning
Jason,

As a citizen of Oronoco, | urge you to NOT approve the rezoning requests that are being discussed on July 11th. The
developers have shown they are only concerned with profit and not the community. Safety, traffic, security, and
environmental concerns have not been addressed. The infrastructure of the city is not designed for that type of residence
or business. We have another development on the west side of the highway that was supposed to have a secondary
access road and that has never happened, even as more houses were added. That gives a citizen no confidence that
other traffic concerns will be handled this time either.

Please vote AGAINST the rezoning.
Concerned Oronoco citizen,

April Bailey



