June 16th, 2020 Regular CC Meeting

City of Oronoco
Tuesday, June 16, 2020
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

I. ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Councilor Carl Krause, Councilor Lori Novak, City Engineer Joe Palen, and City Clerk Jerilyn Horton-Richter
Absent: Attorney Mike Flaherty

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Additions to the Agenda – V. 4. Fire Department: Sam Jensch completed training, 5. Approval for turnout gear, and V. G. 2. Gathering Permit.
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the Agenda with additions listed, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 4-0. 

III.   PUBLIC FORUM 
No public comment. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst close Public Forum at 7:04 pm.

IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 5 (6/5 (gas line leak), 5/30 (smoke/alarm in hallway), 5/22 (PIFD mobile home fire-cancelled enroute), 5/17 (chimney fire), 5/16 (PIFD mobile home fire-tankers sent/cleared)
2. Approve new fire applicant Abby Schimek. (Background: Abby Schimek stated to the Fire Department that she wanted to help her community and runs daycare at the Pine Island School.)
Approve new fire applicant Jackson Campeau. (Background: Jackson Campeau graduated a year ago and his Mom was on first responders as well. He is going to school and wanting to give back to his community.)
Councilor Carl Krause motioned to accept Abby and Jackson as the new Oronoco Fire Department members, Councilor Trish Shields second; All in favor, motion passed 4-0.
3. Sam Jensch completed all his trainings both online and at Riverland.

(Councilor Lori Novak entered council chambers at 7:12 pm.)

4. Turnout gear for Sam. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the turnout gear purchase of $2215.00, Councilor Trish Shields second; All in favor, motion passed 5-0. 
 
Fire Chief, Dan Sundt: the Fire Department found a used generator from the DNR in northern Minnesota and wanted to give council a heads up on a cheap industrial generator for the River Park well and possible sewer lift station. 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Chris Inman, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs: 16 calls. 10 twp, 6 city.
2. Approve new First Responder applicant Hannah Scherger. (Background: Hannah will start a nursing program in Winona this fall. She has to take a few classes and is going to start that.)
Councilor Carl Krause motioned to approve Hannah Scherger as a new Oronoco First Responder, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 

E. PERSONNEL / COMMUNITY CENTER: 
1. Office options: review feasibility study
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Bruce and Joe from Stantec met with staff and me at City Hall to review office options now that our City is growing. It was a great discussion. Joe Palen explained that this is a quick summary overview. We looked at four areas of City Hall, the main office, stairway access on the second level, the existing meeting room upstairs, and the restrooms to bring them up to ADA standard. It would be nice to be able to see the front door so there is instant eye contact and make it safe. The main level office would house one office staff personnel. Public Works Dan Howard had some good thoughts about a chair lift that would attach to the banister, so it is handicapped accessible. The chair lift will take the wheelchair up to the second level, making it easier for residents. This will also allow better access to the History Center. The upstairs room would be remodeled by splitting the room with a wall. The south end of the room would house two offices and storage for the city and the north half would be the Township meeting room. Some HVAC and lighting would need to be moved but otherwise the room already had many updates. The cost estimate for the main floor would be about $15,000.00. The upstairs remodel with lift would be $45,000. So, a total for the whole project would be $60,000. The restrooms can be left alone with no restroom modifications because we are only remodeling and not adding on or changing occupancy. 
Councilor Trish Shields: the city will need a Utility Clerk eventually. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: with renovating the current office, someone needs to be able to see people come in and safety needs to be provided. Councilor Lori Novak asked about safety glass upstairs. Councilor Lori Novak and Councilor Carl Krause felt the township should be on south side of the room and the City on north side. Joe Palen stated it was for storage reasons only that they proposed the rooms to be set up this way. Councilor Lori Novak felt there would be way more room by flipping this. Councilor Trish Shields asked about the upstairs bathrooms and wondering if they will need remodeling too? Bruce from Stantec stated they would not. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we would save cost by not having AC upstairs, but Councilor Trish Shields and Councilor Carl Krause stated that AC is a must. Dan Howard: the AC unit in the center of the room is feed by a compressor by the south side of the building. You can add on to that and heat and cool both sides of room. There is only one boiler at the north end of room. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst felt this was a good 2021 project and that we had $40,000 in CIP funds. It is important to improve safety and give more space for growth. Councilor Carl Krause wants to know what it would cost to put up a new 40 x 40 City Hall building. It would be more cost effective and the building wouldn’t need updates every so many years. Interest rates are low right now and contractors are looking for work. Councilor Lori Novak agrees with Carl. Let’s do it right the first time. Joe will ask Bruce to give council an estimate for developing an engineering bid spec. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to table until July, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion approved 5-0.
2. 2019 Audit; present at July meeting
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated that Staff, Trish, and I will be meeting with Smith & Schaefer June 25th.
3. Dental plan for staff
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we are looking at Dental Insurance for City Staff. Low estimate is Pathfinder Delta Dental. All City Staff personnel are interested in dental insurance. Tabled for discussion for the budget meeting to be effective in 2021 budget.
4. Office closed July 3rd for holiday (FYI)

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Oronoco COVID Preparedness Plan
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated Rebecca put together a plan that will go along with the State outline that will work for Oronoco. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the COVID Preparedness Plan, Councilor Trish Shields second; All in favor, motion passed 5-0. 
2. Resolution 2020 Sign Variance
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: this is a sign approval for Thompson Garage Door. P & Z meet last week but did not have a quorum, so they have given him a sixty-day extension. The Public Hearing is scheduled for July 9th. July 21st is the next City Council meeting. 
3. Ordinance 2020 FLUP
The FLUP Public Hearing has been rescheduled for July 9th. 

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst
1. Update on Gold Rush Event 
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explained that the DOGR Committee had cancelled Gold Rush at the May Meeting. 
2. Residential Gathering Permit for 500 2nd Ave NW
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Councilor Carl Krause and Councilor Nancy Quimby wanted this Gathering Permit application added to this agenda due to the application submission last Friday, after packets were sent out.
Dustin Kanz at 500 2nd Ave NW:  I am looking for a Gathering Permit for a garage sale/flea market for 3 days. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst is concerned about the current Governor Walz order that outside activities and social gatherings are only allowed for 25 people. Mr. Kanz: they just upped that to 250 people on June 10th. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst felt the increased amount of people were just for events such as weddings and funerals. Mr. Kanz: the new phase said it would allow for retail at 250 people. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the City Attorney stated we had to follow the Governors Executive Order. Councilor Lori Novak: we should follow it under state guidelines, but the state guidelines could change by adding or lowering numbers. Nobody knows. Councilor Trish Shields: this is totally wrong and it’s not safe with a virus outbreak. I’m astonished that anyone would even request this. It’s not the right timing and we are putting the public at risk. This is a poor decision. Councilor Carl Krause: they are loosening restrictions, and this can be done safely. Councilor Lori Novak feels that people need to make their own decisions. We can approve it under state guidelines and leave it up to the people. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst feels it’s unsafe. It’s on private property. I am worried about parking and safety. Our Attorney is very worried about this. From a City perspective, DOGR cancelled the Gold Rush event due to this Virus and now you want to host a similar event the same weekend, which is ironic. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to approve the Gathering Permit with the conditions that there is no alcohol, that it follows state guidelines, and the City isn’t liable for anything, and he has liability insurance, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; (Discussion continued between council members.) Councilor Trish Shields is concerned about the health of the public, and the dates of the event coinciding with Gold Rush weekend. She feels that the public will not separate the dates from Mr. Kanz’s event with the Gold Rush Event for next year. Mr. Kanz stated that other towns are doing it and it should be up to people’s decision. Councilor Lori Novak feels he should be able to host this flea market as long as he’s following guidelines and it’s up to the people. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated that they have not seen the list of vendors or his liability insurance. I’m concerned about parking on city streets. A Hold Harmless agreement needs to be put in place. Councilor Trish Shields: it’s a legal decision. Councilor Carl Krause stated that he will provide the insurance and all documents needed and will follow the guidelines. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst wants to table it. Councilor Carl Krause: there is a motion on the floor. (Councilor Lori Novak and Mayor Ryland Eichhorst discussed what documents are required.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to amend that the event dates not repeat on the same dates as the Gold Rush event going forward, Councilor Trish Shields second; (Mayor Ryland Eichhorst feels Mr. Kanz is taking advantage of our City and our profits and of Gold Rush.  Why would Mr. Kanz choose these dates verses sometime in September or October? Mr. Kanz: the dates were selected because it is typically good weather. Councilor Carl Krause: we don’t have the right to tell him he cannot do it the same weekend next year; we are too controlling for someone who pays taxes.) The amendment was approved 3-2 with Councilor Carl Krause and Councilor Nancy Quimby naye. (Mayor Ryland Eichhorst feels that council should table this to July. Councilor Carl Krause: that is not enough time for Dustin to prepare for the event by pushing it out to July.) The motion to approve the Gathering Permit passed 3-2 with Mayor Ryland Eichhorst and Councilor Trish Shields as a naye.



H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Katie Dudley, Chair 
1. River Park pay request
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve SL Contracting’s $39,977.60 pay request for the River Park repairs, Councilor Carl Krause second; All in favor, motion passed 5-0.
2. Allis Park pay request
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to pay the $22,494.10 request for Allis Park, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, 5-0 motion carried. Joe Palen stated that most of the sidewalk is poured and they are getting ready to install curb and fencing.
3. Arborist bids
Councilor Trish Shields mentioned that there are two bids. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve $1296.00 and $400 Arborists bid for tree removal, Councilor Trish Shields second; All in favor, motion passed 5-0.

I. PUBLIC WORKS 

J. STREETS & ROADS*
1. 2020 Street repairs
Joe Palen: we looked at streets (both roadways and drainage fields) on May 20th. There are a few areas that need attention. Council received a map. Dan Howard: some patching needs to be done in different areas and it’s on the to do list. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to repair 1, 2, and 3 for $15,069.00 and request Ottman to quote area 5, to clean culvert for $750.00, Councilor Carl Krause seconds; (Discussion on patch areas that need to be addressed between Dan and Councilor Trish Shields). All in favor, motion passed 5-0.

K. PLANNING & ZONING*
1.  FLUP
2. Variance
3. Vintage Rd property: update
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: this is a follow up on Mr. Radke’s property. The shed does have anchors on it. Councilor Trish Shields: it’s not cleaned up and it’s all back where it was all the junk. Councilor Carl Krause: he has sixty days for the door. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the motion made last month, that timeframe was not going to work for the building inspector. Councilor Trish Shields: my motion should have not included a timeframe but instead work with the building inspector and comply with all necessary ordinances. My personal opinion is prone to following the most conservative route possible due to Mr. Radke using all this time plus then some to comply with reason. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to remove last month’s motion time frame of sixty days, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second; All in favor, motioned carried 4-1 with Councilor Carl Krause naye.
Councilor Trish Shields motioned that Mr. Radke must work with the building inspector about the door and council would like to see the door completed within 120 days from today, June 16th, 2020, Councilor Carl Krause second; motion carried 4-1 with Mayor Ryland Eichhorst naye.

L. WATER & SEWER*
1. RWH looping: update
Joe Palen: Riverwood Hills water main is in service. The contractor fixed some drainage and will complete the seeding tomorrow.
2. 115 2nd Ave NW service extension quotes
Joe Palen got quotes from area contactors. (Joe went through the options with Council.)
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to award the bid to Ottman for $11,266.00 to complete option one, Councilor Trish Shields second; All in favor, motion passed 5-0. 
3. Wastewater: update
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated they have talked with Senator Senjem all week about this request and the bill in the Senate. It’s been passed in the Senate, and now has to go to the Senate Floor. The House hasn’t started their bill yet. 

(Councilor Carl Krause left the meeting at 8:59 pm)

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. County Maintenance Agreement
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the County Maintenance Agreement, Councilor Trish Shields second; All in favor, motion carried 4-0.

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. C.H. Robinson’s water usage/billing
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explained they have come up with a number of $5,067.73. Councilor Lori Novak asked why this happen. Dan Howard stated the meter was keyed in as a residential meter versus commercial in the billing system. Councilor Trish Shields wants to know Bill’s response to this. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated he told Bill they would explain and discuss this tonight at the meeting. Councilor Trish Shields does he expect this error was made on our part and not the businesses part? This is ridiculous, we went back five years and what can we legally go back and is this fair? Councilor Lori Novak feels it wasn’t their fault and it’s our fault and we shouldn’t be asking him to pay that. This is the office’s fault, not CH Robinsons. 
Councilor Lori Novak motioned to table this until we have received legal advice, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 4-0.

B. 45 9th Ave NW property review; deadline was May 15th.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to close the ordinance violation case for 45 9th Ave NW, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 4-0.

XI. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Ordinance Violation: Empty lot on 3rd.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to request the City Attorney send a certified letter to the property owner, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; All in favor, motion approved 4-0. 


XI. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
	 
XII. CONSENT AGENDA*
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 4-0. 

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 444 Zumbro Hills Dr SW	Window
2. 1135 Istas LN SW	Mech; Fireplace
3. 1060 Istas LN SW	Basement finish
4. 1447 Riverwood Ct SW	Deck
5. 955 Cedar Pt SE	Deck
6. 230 Shady Ridge Ln SW	Mech
7. 600 Vintage Rd NW	Door
8. 735 Timberline Dr	Deck

B. TASK LIST; updated

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Parks 6-1-2020
2. 1st Responder’s 6-1-2020
3. Gold Rush 5-28-2020 & 6-8-2020
4.   Fire Dept. 5-11-2020
5. Water & Sewer 5-12-2020 & 6-9-2020
6. Planning & Zoning 6-11-2020
7. Special and Regular City Council Meetings

D. FINANCIALS
1. Pine Island Account Summaries
2. Budget:  available at the office for review.
3. Accounts Payable 
4. Account Receipts

XII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 9:15 pm, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 4-0.
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