May 19th, 2020 Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Tuesday, May 19, 2020
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

I. ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Carl Krause, Councilor Lori Novak, and City Clerk/Treasurer Jerilyn Horton-Richter. Via Zoom: Councilor Nancy Quimby and City Engineer Joe Palen. 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

III.   PUBLIC FORUM 
No public comment.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed Public Forum at 7:07 pm.

IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
  
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:   3 (5/6 (stage@hall for PIFD fire call – trailer fire), 5/5 (tree on fire @park), 5/2 (stage@hall for PIFD fire call-false alarm))
Fire Chief Dan Sundt stated that they are trying to have an Olmsted County Fire Chief Meeting but due to COVID-19 they have not been able to host it.
2. Ken Baker announced his retirement from the fire department effective 3/9/2020 after a little over 42 years! Congratulate and say thanks to him for his many years of service to our fire department and the community. Councilor Carl Krause asked if they had any new fireman. Dan: they have had a few interested but nothing significant.
3. Repair and Maintenance of Vehicles (two invoices).
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the bills out of the Fire Department’s Repair and Maintenance Fund, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion approved 5-0. 
(Discussion: Dan: these were smaller bills and there was no need for motion on these.) 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Chris Inman, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs:   8 (4 – City and 4 TWP)

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 

E. PERSONNEL / COMMUNITY CENTER: 
1. Office options: review and timeline
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explains they are setting up a date for June 4th at 9am with Stantec to put together a plan and review it. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst and Councilor Carl Krause are attending. The report will be ready for the June Council meeting. 
2. City Hall Office hours and Comp pay
The City Clerk/Treasurer explained the new proposed hours along with an explanation on how the City can avoid/alleviate any overtime by using comp time. A lot of other smaller Cities in the area utilize comp time. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to accept the newly proposed office hours of 7 am to 4 pm Monday through Thursday and 7 am to 11 am on Fridays, along with comp time to start effectively right away (May 20, 2020), Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion passed 5-0. 
3. Council Computers vs. Paper agendas
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: about a year ago council purchased their computers, some are using them, some are not. Most members like using paper and Councilor Lori Novak likes the computer. Councilor Carl Krause thinks we should keep the computers because we have an election coming up soon. Councilor Trish Shields feels we should keep them as well. She uses it to check her email. 
4. Training with Mike Bubany on the city budget in June (budget planning starts in July). It is $150 an hour plus travel (approx. 3 hours). Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explained that they did the training for check reconciliation but staff would like for him to come back in June to start working on budget training. Councilor Carl Krause motioned for Mike Bubany to come back in June for training, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
5. Notary 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the City Clerk/Treasurer to be a Notary for $120, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
6. Audit: nearing completion (FYI – ready for June meeting.)
7. Close office for Training May 28th
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explains there is Fire Relief reporting training in Lake City. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to close the office and have Jerilyn attend the training, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst
1. Decision making process regarding the August Gold Rush event.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated that DOGR is waiting to see how many vendors respond by end of May. There have been some concerns. DOGR will make a decision on June 8th, 2020. 

H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Katie Dudley, Chair 
1. Sidewalk repair at Community Center
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we had a contractor last year that was working over at Casey’s and timing didn’t work out to complete the sidewalk. Dan Howard went out and receive updated 2020 quotes. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Creative Concrete for $1250, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
2. Porta potty
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the low bid of $420 from Onsite, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
3. FEMA River Park: update 
City Engineer Joe Palen: between FEMA and the State, the project is covered. They are planning to start on Tuesday. 
4. River Restoration: update
Joe: we are working with FEMA, waiting for them to review and get back to us. 
5. Allis Park Improvements: update
Joe: SL Contracting is working on it. They started concrete and are getting set to start the sidewalk, curb, and gutter. They will make a lot of progress over the next couple of weeks. 

I. PUBLIC WORKS 
1. Water Level Meter
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explained there are two versions for measuring the depth of water in our wells. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to purchase the water level meter for $765, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 

2. Water Supply Plan (FYI to start the process) 

J. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Annual Street Review: update
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: it is scheduled for tomorrow at 9am. City Engineer Joe Palen, Public Works Dan Howard, and Mayor Ryland Eichhorst will be in attendance. 


K. PLANNING & ZONING*
1.  FLUP map Public Hearing set for June 11th (FYI) 
2. Sign Variance Public Hearing set June 11th for Thompson Garage Door (FYI)
3. Vintage Rd property: update
The property on Vintage Road has placed a shed on skids on to the property. He is looking at installing a garage door on the north side of the shed, attach tie downs, and have it skirted. 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approved it with future changes, Councilor Lori Novak second; (Council discussion: Councilor Carl Krause is concerned about the five years it’s taken to get all this done and feels council needs, in writing, a deadline so he gets this done. There was no timeline set from P & Z. Councilor Trish Shields agrees that 30 days should be given to him to get this done and stabilized. She wants the building anchored properly and remove the porta potty. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst appreciates the anchoring down within thirty days but feels the porta potty has no ordinance regarding this. Councilor Carl Krause is worried about the health department and what is going on out there and why he is getting so much time to get it all done. Councilor Trish Shields stated that Mr. Radke assured P&Z that the porta potty would be serviced, and they are not getting serviced.) 
Councilor Trish Shields amended the motion to include the tie down and skirting be completed within thirty days, have the office direct him to look into a porta potty or outhouse, and up to sixty days to put in a garage door on the north side of the building. Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. (Council discussion on about the garage door.)
4. Oronoco Storage: update
Councilor Trish Shields stated that Collin was present for the P&Z meeting via zoom. Joe Palen attended via Zoom as well and they went through the hit list together. Everything was going as expected. A couple of things were changed at the meeting. Joe stated that they have not had any time to review the new changes because Collin is working on revisions. Our plans are getting close. 

L. WATER & SEWER*
1. RWH looping: update
Joe explained: in terms of water, the main has been installed. In services, the contractor has opened pathways and rock to pick up. They need to hydro-seed later this week depending on weather. The project should be done by the end of week. In addition to that there is an intermediate pay request for Fitzgerald. All for the installation of the water main. $113,844.00 includes the 5% retainage. Joe recommends paying it. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to pay Fitzgerald in the amount of $113,844 for the water main, Councilor Lori Novak second; (Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: there was a concern of saving some trees and they were able to save them, so that made them happy.) All in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
2. Wastewater: update
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we hit a wall and nothing has been approved yet for bond money. The leaders will discuss it at the June 12th special session. Joe Palen and I will touch base with our portion of our bonding bill. 

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. MN Rural Water Dues
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: this membership helps with training for Dan and Jim.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the MN Rural Water membership dues for $300, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 

B. Insurance rate increase
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explained the increase with our city insurance. Premiums went up to keep our low deductible. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to leave insurance as is, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
C. Snowplow Bids
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Ottman Excavating provided the only bid and requested to go to a two-year contract. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept Ottman’s snowplow bid for 2021 and the two-year contract, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
D. 4th of July event
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to cancel the 2020 4th of July fireworks, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
E. City zoom account
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated the city committees are currently using his private zoom account. He thinks the City needs their own account and that it is a good investment. Councilor Trish Shields motioned for the City of Oronoco to get their own Zoom account, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. C.H. Robinson’s water usage/billing (FYI)
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Rebecca is working on it. I would sit down and review it with her for the June meeting. 
2. Schad Tracy land request
(Discussion: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we had discussed it in January but tabled it.) Councilor Carl Krause made a motion to deny it, Councilor Lori Novak second for discussion; (Councilor Lori Novak feels if we sell now the property has less value then when sewer comes through. She feels we should wait till sewer comes. Councilor Nancy Quimby: we have no guarantee that sewer is coming. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: there is zoning issues with light manufacturing (with the proposed FLUP). I am hesitant to deny it, but we would still have right-of-way (ROW) usage for Gold Rush. Councilor Trish Shields: I honestly feel this business has been here a very long time in spite of what they may or may not use it for, there are Ordinances. In order for the zoning to be changed they would have to apply for variances. These properties could be earning the City an income versus waiting for a future value that we do not know if it is going to be here. I feel they have earned their right to purchase that. Councilor Carl Krause: the City inquired to promote Gold Rush. We will get sewer, the County is demanding it. Councilor Lori Novak: we have limited information on what they want. Maybe we wait and get more information if it’s for business expansion or to develop it. Discussion continued over expanding business versus developing.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst suggested to table it sixty days to see what happens with sewer and find out what they want to do with the business and land. 
Councilor Carl Krause amended the motion to table it, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. Ryland will reach out to Schad Tracy for more info.
3. NNO bounce houses
Nation Night Out has been moved to October 6th, 2020. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated that one option is that the council could use some of the fireworks money towards these bounce houses. Councilor Lori Novak: I am worried about the virus and losing money on the bounce houses due to social distancing. You cannot sanitize it. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to call and talk to them, hold off to see what the virus does, and make a decision at the August meeting, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

XI. NEW BUSINESS  
3. Late water fees were waived for the April billing (FYI).
4. 215 East Center St. request for allowance with utility bill. (Former resident left a balance.)
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst stated that $118 is the balance from the previous owner. The new residents are requesting to waive the penalties/fees due to the existing balance. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to deny request to waive it, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second for discussion; (discussion: Councilor Carl Krause stated that his motion is for the new owner to pay the water amount due including the late fees and let their attorneys fight it out. Councilor Nancy Quimby does not feel it’s right to shove off the old bill on the new person. Councilor Trish Shields: the new owner is paying the late fees on his bill and the old bill from the old owner. My suggestion would be that the new owner pay his own bill and our office staff calculate the total late fees and old fees for the $118 that is still owed by the previous owner and the previous owner pay the old bill and the new accumulating fees. Discussion continued on the best course of action.) Councilor Carl Krause amended the motion, adding that the new owner pays no late fees if he makes it current within sixty days, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
5. Complaint against 540 MN Ave.
(Trish Shields stepped down as a city counselor during this portion of the meeting.)
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst explained that the storage container was grandfathered in. The wood pile was also an issue and there is no ordinance on this either. Trish Shields: the person making complaint is not a resident of Oronoco and is filing this complaint to be spiteful and her relative was asking to follow this years back, and she’s firing back at me. I am frustrated that it’s even been put in front of Council. I feel that it should have been laid to rest. I would also like to make it known that I did make an attempt at disguising the ship container with trees. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst feels this should be a closed issue. The City Attorney confirmed this property is not breaking an ordinance. 

XI. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
	 
XII. CONSENT AGENDA*
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 425 2nd Ave SE	Window
2. 605 Lake Shady Ave N	Demo
3. 1482 Riverwood Ct SW	Deck
4. 303 12th Ln SW	Deck
5. 880 Cedar Pt LN SE	Deck

B. TASK LIST; updated

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Parks 5-4-2020
2. 1st Responder’s 5-4-2020
3. Gold Rush 5-11-2020
4.   Fire Dept. 4-13-2020 - canceled
5. Water & Sewer 5-12-2020
6. Planning & Zoning 5-14-2020
7. Special and Regular City Council Meetings

D. FINANCIALS
1. Pine Island Account Summaries
2. Budget:  available at the office for review.
3. Accounts Payable 
4. Account Receipts

XII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Carl Krause motioned to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting at 8:52 pm, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
2

