December 17, 2019 Regular CC Meeting

City of Oronoco
Tuesday, December 17, 2019
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm

 CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 7 pm.

I.  ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Councilor Lori Novak, Councilor Carl Krause, Engineer Joe Palen, and Deputy Clerk Rebecca McGuire 
Attorney Mike Flaherty arrived at 7:02 pm

II.  PUBLIC HEARING: TNT (Truth in Taxation)
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst opened the TNT Public Hearing at 7 pm. 
Mayor Eichhorst: This is collectible for 2020 at $839,700. It is a ½ percent less and considered a flat tax levy.

John Tilford at 425 MN Ave N: I guess I am curious about my taxes. Isn’t the County going to be here? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: No. This is just for City taxes. Not with the County. Mr. Tilford: isn’t this about the taxes on the property? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: those meetings are in April. Mr. Tilford: I will come back then.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed the hearing after 3rd call at 7:02 pm.

III.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Addition: VI.B.7. Gambling
					VI.K.2. Vintage Road; non-compliant property
					VII.K.3. P&Z New Member: Jim Richards
Move items in agenda: 
XI. B. Outstanding Citizen will be moved to E. 5. under Personnel/Community Center.
Complaint property will be moved to F.7 at the end of Resolutions
115 2nd will be moved from New Business to after D, after EOC.
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the amended agenda, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

IV.   PUBLIC FORUM
Kimberly Phelps of Rochester: Rose is my mother, who lives at 45 9th Ave NW. What are we actually having problems with at that address? (The attorney went over policy and procedure.) Ok. I will just wait until I am able to speak.

John Tilford: I would like to ask, I put in a number of complaints, and I am wondering when my complaints on properties get addressed? Other complaints on my property have been addressed fast. Real, real fast. My complaints I filed with the city have not been done what so ever. I guess, am I doing it wrong? I filed them with the city. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Did you fill a form out? Mr. Tilford: Yes, just like everybody else has. When do my complaints get addressed? Councilor Trish Shields: one of the things you need to know, John, is that the City cannot notify you of an action that has been taken because it is an action against another citizen. The action between that citizen and the City is between them. They can take your complaint, just like a police officer would take your complaint, but that is as must information as the city can give you. If there has been action, you may not be aware of it, simply because they are not going to notify you of the action. I have never not seen them do something within two days. Mr. Tilford: There has been no action taken on the property for a long time. There are many residents that have complained and it is still sitting in the same condition it has been in for years. Councilor Trish Shields: Are you referring to my property? Mr. Tilford: yes, I am. Councilor Trish Shields: you are referring to the woodpile? Mr. Tilford: I am referring to the property in general. It is not just the woodpile. It is the property’s appearance. Isn’t that how it was addressed to me? Mine over there has gotten new siding and roof and everything. And, still, there is no action on this one complaint. Councilor Trish Shields: so, you are referring to what part of the property? Mr. Tilford: the woodpile, the vehicles… Councilor Trish Shields: the vehicles are licensed. The vehicles run. The woodpile, there is no ordinance for the City of Oronoco on a woodpile. There is nothing that prohibits a person from having a woodpile. There is no requirement to stack a woodpile, which I have heard people… between you and Carl, I have heard it all over the place. Councilor Carl Krause: I ain’t said nothing. You better stop the meeting where it is. (Argument proceeded and the Mayor stepped in.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: John, John, I would suggest that you contact City staff and talk with them. Mr. Tilford: just so the city knows, I will file a complaint again tomorrow. I expect the same satisfaction as what was done about my property. Councilor Carl Krause: I want to clear the air. I never said one word about your woodpile. So don’t be accusing me… Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: alright, alright, ok…Councilor Carl Krause: file a complaint and if it is not followed through… Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we can have this conversation later. 

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed Public Forum after 3rd call at 7:12 pm.

V.  DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
  
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 2 (12/3 (PIFD shed fire mutual aide), 11/27 (MVA OFR cancelled enroute)
2. IBM Technology Grant for $2000. (Dan got the grant for the Relief Association. Waiting on the check. FYI)
3. Had annual elections and positions stayed the same (Relief-VP (Cain), Secretary (Nate), Fire Chief (Dan), Assistant Chiefs (Cain/Adam), EOC (Pat)) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept the positions for Fire Department, Relief, and EOC, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
4. Jackets: up to $5000 (out of equipment fund to get everyone a new light-weight jacket from Anchor Promotions.) Councilor Carl Krause motioned to approve up to $5000 for the jackets from the Equipment Fund from the gambling, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; (Discussion: Councilor Carl Krause: it is a good deal. People see them in the public. They desperately need help. It would help promote.) All in favor, motion carried 5-0.
5. Pressure Washer: $2000 – tabled.
6. 4 new pagers: (With donation money from Gold Rush, I would like to combine FD and FR amounts and some general equipment budget from each department to purchase 4 new pagers -around $1000 each. This would allow us to get everyone a pager and have a spare (which we don't have today.)) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the purchase of the four pagers, up to $4000, for the Fire Department and 1st Responder’s, out of the General Equipment budgets, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
7. Gambling: Pat McGovern stated that he is the current gambling manager for Oronoco. The reason why I wanted to talk with you is that the City collects 10% from gambling every month. Councilor Trish Shields: oh, really? Pat: yes. In April we had things set and the old manager stepped down. That is when I took over as interim. I took the class and formally got my license in July. At the meeting, I found out that 95% of cities that have a Fire Relief organization that is running the gambling don’t take the 10% that the City can charge as rent, and those 5% that do take it, return it to the Fire Relief in way of the Equipment Fund. I would urge that you not take 10% per month. From the aspect that the Fire Department is the one earning all that money. We operate at Tilly’s. All of the personnel do the meat raffle, giving up a Saturday afternoon. At the least, we would like you to consider that if you take the 10% that you put it back in the Fire Department Equipment Fund. It averages 3-4 thousand dollars a year. I don’t know what we paid so far this year. It was news to me when I found out in July and I wasn’t sure if you were aware of it or not. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I appreciate your comment to look at it. I am assuming there is some guideline or charter that would need to be changed. The attorney will have to look at that. The auditor stated that once funds are given to the City it can not be donated. Attorney Mike Flaherty asked about the 95% of Cities that do not take it. Where did you hear this? Do you have anything showing that? Pat: from Matt Nelson, our compliance review officer. He had actually asked if he could come to the meeting. Matt said that we are a rare City in that we take 10%. We are not asking for it back for Relief. Mike: you are asking to move forward with not accepting the 10% from this point, not asking for a refund, to retro it, but as a policy change? Pat: yes. Mike: Part of this is an auditor question. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we can sure follow up and get back with you. (Discussion of having the auditor and attorney review it. Councilor Carl Krause would like to hear from Matt and have it straightened out.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we will take it under consideration, find out how to address it, and put it on the agenda when we do find out. Pat: Thank you.
 
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Chris Inman, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs: 5 twp 2 city   

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 

E. PERSONNEL / COMMUNITY CENTER: 
1. 115 2nd Ave NW: curb stop and water connection. (Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: reminder that this was moved ahead in the agenda and has been brought back from last month.) Engineer Joe Pahlen identified three options for connection for Mr. Nelson’s property. As we go through the options, I think we need to be aware of how it will impact city water fees because of the agreements with PFA. That is how we pay the loan back, is through our water users. (Joe went over the options and background, explaining where the water main comes in and where the original plan was for the curb stop.) Option one is to move it to the west side of the property, kind of at the corner, where the concrete driveway comes out and meets the roadway. The estimated cost is for excavation and moving the curb stop is $1500 and repair of roadway is about $1100. Total cost estimated at about $2600. Option two is to trench a new curb stop/relocate the existing where it was originally proposed. Estimated to relocate is $3000 and $2800 in patching, totally about $5800. Option three is to directional drill the service under the roadway, with potential to connect directly to the property. We are not sure where all the rock is. It could be a complication. If the property owner wants to do it… We didn’t feel comfortable putting a cost on it or it being a viable option for the city. Councilor Lori Novak asked about connecting to a neighbors curb stop. Joe: no, each house has it’s own for individual water service. (Joe went into the reason why cities do not put several houses on the same curb stop.) Councilor Carl Krause asked about moving the stop to the NE corner. Councilor Nancy Quimby stated that Mr. Nelson wanted it in his front yard so that it would be a straight shot. (Discussion of location and options. Councilor Carl Krause stated that it would cost him $50,000 to connect to water.) Councilor Trish Shields asked what the standard was on placement of curb stops. Joe: curb stops were put in line with the ROW line. That is the standard of what was done and what other cities do. ROW width varies in town. (Discussion continued on the placement of Mr. Nelson’s curb stop.) Mr. Nelson: I want to get it over into my lawn so I can get it into the house. (Council members started having conversations with each other and talking over each other.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: …there is still no guarantee that Mr. Nelson will connect. (Council talking at the same time.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: …in my mind it wouldn’t be fair to all the citizens, of the 373 others on the water system, if the City extends the water from where it is currently located. We would have to take out a loan for that, from the PFA, and all our other water users would be charged a fee to put water in for Mr. Nelson. We have four other residents paying $83 a month in the same situation. They have chosen to do that and to give Mr. Nelson an exception for this is setting a bad precedent… Councilor Carl Krause: who else are we talking about? What properties? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: it doesn’t make any difference, who, in our discussion. There are four other properties… Councilor Carl Krause: I say he doesn’t have availability to water and we are charging him. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we are not going to solve that discussion here, I don’t think. There is documentation from the Stantec engineer that Mr. Nelson had with him, numerous times, and why it ended up where it is at. To me, we are not going to rehash that right now. If Mr. Nelson wants to change that, there are ways he can do that. Councilor Carl Krause: I am going to give you my opinion. We own the property where that was going. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: what did Mr. Nelson tell the Stantec engineer? Councilor Carl Krause: that is hearsay. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we do from the engineer. The comments were documented. Councilor Carl Krause: that is hearsay. I am saying that it ain’t available. If we wanted it to be available, we would have put it there. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: when Mr. Nelson told the engineer to get off his property, he kind of lost that responsibility on where to put it. The original was in five feet of the line. In my opinion, the only option for us to consider to guarantee Mr. Nelson to hook up is to have him apply for a ROW permit. He can drill to the current location and extend the line to his house and the City will pay for the repair of the road in our next street program. That way we are not on the limb for the money we will spend with no guarantee that Mr. Nelson will connect. He has been opposed to connecting to the water since 2009. If he wants to truly connect, he can connect to the curb stop that he and the engineer agreed to. Councilor Carl Krause: so he has to apply for a permit to dig up the road? It ain’t available to him. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: he can apply for a ROW permit from the City. Councilor Carl Krause: he shouldn’t have to if it was available to him. I ain’t going to argue about it. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: everyone on the water system will have to pay for what the City does to extend the line with no guarantee that he is hooking up. Councilor Trish Shields: Rebecca, what is the cost of a Right-of-Way permit? Rebecca McGuire, Deputy City Clerk: last month Council agreed to charge $25 for a ROW permit starting January 1st. Councilor Trish Shields: so, I think… Councilor Carl Krause: well… Councilor Trish Shields: hold it. I think the City could afford to waive the cost of the permit but he would still need to apply for the permit. I would go for that. Councilor Carl Krause wants proof that people had to drill across the road to get access to water. Joe: I am not aware of another situation where another resident had asked us to place it across the street from them. Councilor Lori Novak: from my standpoint, I don’t understand, maybe this is here nor there, but since when do we give the citizens a choice on where this goes, in the first place? Then we are expecting them to comply with something, it is like we are setting both of us up for a terrible situation. Long term, if we are going into the sewer project then we could have situations like this, and people could come to us and say, ‘yah, I don’t want my sewer connection here, I’d really rather have it there’, and then we are going to expect you to connect. I think all of this doesn’t seem right, none of it seems right. I think that the fact that he has been denying paying, he doesn’t want to pay, he doesn’t want to connect since 2009, there are options. You can connect, you can connect if you want to. You can connect. Mr. Nelson: I have been here every year since 2009 explaining this whole situation. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: could you please let the council member speak. Councilor Lori Novak: You can connect. There are ways you can connect. But, it is that you don’t want to connect. Mr. Nelson: I will sign any kind of paper, guaranteed, I will connect up. I would have done it in 9, 10, 11, 12… I would have done the same thing. I would have signed a paper guaranteeing. I would have even put a bond up. Councilor Lori Novak: can I ask why you chose to put it in this other location? Mr. Nelson: I didn’t! Right there, (pointing at the engineer) this man did! After going around and around for 45 minutes. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the letter he is referring to is in our packet. Mr. Nelson: I said, ‘you put it where you want it then’. He didn’t put it where I wanted it, over here, in the grass. You put it where you want it. I said, ‘where would you put it’, and he said, ‘right over there’. And that is where they put it. That is it. That is the God’s honest truth. I will take a lie detector test! Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: thank you Dick. Mr. Nelson: that is the truth! I know there have been a lot of lies spread. Councilor Lori Novak: from my standpoint, it is here nor there. We aren’t getting anywhere. I think all around we are setting a bad precedent. I think whether we help him out and move it, we are setting a bad precedent, and I think that if we don’t help him, we are setting a bad precedent because it was our choice as a City, even if none of us sat in these seats, it was our choice to put it there knowing what kind of access he was going to have. And whoever sat in these chairs voted on that and now we have to pay the price. And we are telling the rest of the citizens, this is what we are going to do for you. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: they are both valid points because we are setting a precedent one way or the other. The other people paying the $80 fee, they have a curb stop in front of them and… Councilor Lori Novak: is it on their property, though? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: pardon me? Councilor Lori Novak: is it on their property? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: from my understanding, yes. Councilor Lori Novak: this isn’t on his property. Councilor Nancy Quimby asked if he has the option not to hook up? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: no. In the original ordinance… Councilor Carl Krause: that is a legality question. Councilor Nancy Quimby: other people are paying their $85 a month. Councilor Lori Novak: right. Councilor Nancy Quimby: why can’t he just do it and be done with this? Councilor Carl Krause: it ain’t available for him to hook up. Councilor Nancy Quimby: exactly! Councilor Carl Krause: for other people, it is available for him to hook up. Councilor Nancy Quimby: but they are paying their $85. Councilor Carl Krause: right. Councilor Nancy Quimby: they don’t hook up. Councilor Carl Krause: he wants to hook up. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: he has told us. It is documented in our minutes, even from 2009 and beyond, ‘I have no desire to hook up’. Councilor Carl Krause: ok then, quit charging him and don’t have him hook up. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Resolution 2009-13 is the resolution adopting the assessment that has all of 2nd Ave NW included in the resolution. Not part of 2nd Ave. Councilor Carl Krause: yah, to hook up when it became available in five years and it ain’t. Councilor Lori Novak: the water line stops before it even gets to his property. The red line stops there. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the fire hydrant is right there. That was the design. That was accepted back then. Councilor Lori Novak: but we’re now in almost 2020. I mean, we have moved on. We need to figure out, can we connect him or can’t we? Is this a reasonable fee to pay to get connected to water not on his property? Attorney Mike Flaherty: I have a few questions, just so we could move this along a little quicker. It just seems to me, from a legal perspective, you hired Stantec to do this work, or subcontractors. I don’t think they would have put a curb stop in a place, I mean, they are bonded and licensed, they are a national company, I don’t think they are going to put a curb stop for water hook up in the wrong place. That is something you should take up with Stantec. The question is, can he hook up right now where it is? Joe: Yes. Attorney Mike Flaherty: if Stantec put it there, why would they put it in a place that didn’t work. Councilor Lori Novak: is that the only curb stop in all of Oronoco that is not directly on the person’s property? Engineer Joe Palen: yes. Councilor Lori Novak: why did Stantec do that if they didn’t do that for all the other citizens? Attorney Mike Flaherty: ok, that’s it, so this is an engineering question as to whether or not it can be hooked up or why it can’t be hooked up in the place they put it. Councilor Lori Novak: it can be hooked up but it is not a reasonable request for the city to make him do something that they didn’t make anybody else do. Attorney Mike Flaherty: if the city were to hook it up from its current location, would that be cheaper then one of the three options? That wasn’t one of the three options. It might be cheaper for the City? I don’t know. Joe: for the city to go onto private property and install water service into his house is not an option I would recommend or even contemplate. Mike: yah, that is not even something a City does. It is usually from the curb stop to the water main is the responsibility of the property owner. (Council members started talking at the same time.) Councilor Trish Shields: what I am hearing from everybody is that it is the responsibility of the City and our engineer to get this curb stop moved across the street to Mr. Nelson’s property. I don’t like the idea. I think it really stinks. But I am really sick of seeing this come back every single year and Lori is right. It never should have been put where it is. Especially since every other resident has a curb stop on their property. We need to get this on his property. At this point, I don’t even care what location. I want it on his property, that is the right thing. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: in defense of the city engineer that was working with Mr. Nelson, all we know is that there was a conversation documented by the Stantec engineer, and you all have read his description of what happened. When an engineer wants to work with him to put in the gravel, which is not uncommon, we have twelve residents in River Park that have theirs in the middle of their driveway. So, to me, that is off the table. That is not a discussion point. The point was, is that he was told to get off his property. It was not a one-time discussion. There were numerous discussions about where they were going to put it. And, per that letter documenting him saying, ‘ I don’t care where you put it, put it wherever you want it’… (All of Council starting talking at the same time.) Councilor Trish Shields: as far as I am concerned, that’s not really a good argument because the gentlemen that made that decision made a bad decision. Plain and simple. It should have been placed on Mr. Nelson’s property. It should have been done the same as everyone else. We now get to go back and address this. I don’t think it is fair to make Mr. Nelson fix this. We need to get it to his property. After that, it is his baby and he can deal with it, and I do expect you to hook up when it is done. Councilor Carl Krause: we should get a bond that he will hook up. Councilor Lori Novak: no, he can just pay the $89 a month that everyone else pays, but stop coming here and requesting that you don’t have to pay it. Councilor Trish Shields: the reality is that it needs to be moved. I don’t care what option everyone chooses, it just needs to be moved. I don’t know if that is feasible to move the curb stop in the winter, but the sooner the better. Joe: it is not feasible in the winter. Councilor Trish Shields: so, May? Joe: if that is something Council wishes. I just want to point out that if you read Mr. Grabau’s statement, he didn’t pick the spot. Councilor Lori Novak: that’s ok… Councilor Trish Shields: it doesn’t matter to me who picked the spot. Councilor Nancy Quimby: you were the one who put it there. Councilor Trish Shields: it wasn’t Joe, personally, that did it, but what happened is that the Stantec organization allowed it to be put there when it really should have not been allowed, especially when we were treating everyone else different. I don’t care who made the decision. The decision was wrong and it needs to be fixed. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: so can we agree that whatever cost it is, it will be born by the other 370 users… Councilor Nancy Quimby: can I say something? Councilor Trish Shields: please. Councilor Nancy Quimby: we have already paid to have this done right the first time. Why do we, the 387 houses, have to pay for it again? We continuously have to keep paying for screw-ups. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: it is my understanding that the way the conditions were set up with the PFA loan, the water users pay for the loan. It is a separate department. It is not a city line item. It is a function of the water system. We purchased the well and took out a PFA loan and the water users pay for that. Councilor Trish Shields: what Nancy is asking is, why isn’t Stantec stepping up to help pay for the mess up because, ultimately, it was a decision made there and it really should not have been, and I think it was a conversation, I get that, between two people, most likely a heated conversation, because I know Mr. Nelson well enough to know that he gets loud, but it still was a decision that was made inaccurately and inappropriately. Joe: it was designed to go in an appropriate location, from my perspective. The property owner refused to allow us to do that. Councilor Nancy Quimby: but did you get paid to put it up there the first time? Joe: I don’t know that we got paid to put it anywhere. We got paid to design it and oversee construction. If that makes sense. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the design of the system was to put a stake where it shows, where it was originally plated. Councilor Lori Novak: but the professional engineer decided not to put it there, for whatever reason, he decided not to put it there. My guess is that he was angry and said, ‘fine, I am not going to put it on your property’, and now, because that happened, we need to fix it. And as an organization, does Stantec stand behind their employees and say ‘you know what, yep, we screwed up. Out of all of the residents in Oronoco, everyone else got their water right where we wanted it, and this one, we put it across the street, now we shouldn’t of done that, we are going to make good on that and move it to where it needs to be.’ As a business, I take care of screwups all the time. Councilor Trish Shields: as do I. Councilor Lori Novak: and that is the responsibility of a business, that you take care of mistakes and admit when you did something that wasn’t right. We weren’t sitting in these seats but we, as a unit, did something that wasn’t right. We need to correct it and I think Stantec needs to say ‘we screwed up here, we are going to help fix this.’ Councilor Trish Shields: first I want to say that I know that you personally didn’t do this. This is not a slash at you personally, Joe, but do you have the authority to even engaged in that conversation? Is this something you need to bring back to city staff when you can get information. Joe: Ultimately it wouldn’t be my decision, no. I can certainly take it to the legal department and see if they can investigate it. We can talk to past Mayors and Councilmembers that were perhaps involved in the discussion. It has been a long time. Attorney Mike Flaherty: did the City ever address this property and the location, way back when? Councilor Trish Shields: I wasn’t here at the time. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: there is a lot of documentation from 2009 and everything. We have never taken the conversation this far to consider doing anything. Attorney Mike Flaherty: but at the time before the system was up, was installed? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: there was a letter sent out to all the residents where they were going to place it. Attorney Mike Flaherty: we don’t have to get into it. I was curious. Councilor Carl Krause: we got to figure out a way to get it there. You know, I mean, Dick Nelson can stand there and holler and kick dirt and everything, saying we can’t be on his property, but we got rights to be on the property and put a curb stop there. City owns that property. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we need to keep in mind that ROW’s are important for utilities. The goal was to make it within five feet of the property line, is that correct? Joe: is was to be in line with the street side of the ROW so we didn’t have to encroach on the property. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to table till next month, in that time period allowing Joe to deal with legal and other things and for council to consider options, Councilor Carl Krause second; (discussion: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I agree that it is something we need to deal with and no matter what is done, we need reassurance that Mr. Nelson will hook up to water. He has indicated that and at the same time, to keep sewer in mind, we could look at stubbing in the sewer at that time as well. It is something to consider.) Naye: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst. Motion carried 4-1.
2. Close office New Year’s Eve; PTO. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to close the office for New Year’s Eve with employees using PTO, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
3. Payroll; change pay structure to Sat through Friday, effective 1st payroll of Jan. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to change the pay structure from Saturday through Friday, effective the first payroll in January 2020, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
4. New office computers: $3400, $500 Fund Balance transfer of accounting. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to purchase new office computers with the Fund Balance transfer for up to $3900, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
5. Election Judges Pay. It is becoming more difficult to find volunteers. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to increase election judge pay to $15 for regular pay and $16 for head judge’s, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
6. Outstanding Citizen Award. Councilor Trish Shields presented the award on behalf of Skyler Breitenstein, who was unable to attend.
  Being a small town, Oronoco not only survives but thrives on numerous volunteers who each make Oronoco that much better.
  This award was named after longtime business owner Gordie Cariveau, Sr. who believed in Oronoco and giving back to the community.
  In his honor, each fall, the city accepts nominees.  A committee of citizens reviews the nominees narrows the field and makes a recommendation to the council.  Council then reviews the finalists and then chooses one person to celebrate who stepped up, without thought of recognition, doing whatever was needed to help better our city.
  This year's awardee is the type of person who always pitches in and steps up to help, despite causing more time away from family- without any care for recognition.
  Many years ago, when new to town, there was a need to help design a park, he stepped up.  When the Parks Committee needed a Chairperson, he stepped up.  When the Planning & Zoning Committee needed a member, he stepped up.  Each year, you can see him and his family helping at the Information Booth or selling ice, during Gold Rush.  When the floods of 2010 came, his wife called looking for him.  He answered the phone and said, "I'm pitching in with sandbagging".  When Planning & Zoning needed a Vice-Chairperson, he stepped up.
  He strongly believes in being involved in our community and helping others.  His family can't imagine him any other way.
  This year's awardee is extremely humble, yet totally deserving of this award.
On behalf of the City of Oronoco, I'd like to congratulate Mr. Adam Brase as Oronoco's Citizen of the Year!!!
Mr. Brase: This is a surprise. I actually thought I was going to another meeting tonight and my wife drove me here. I would like to say Thank you, to each and every one of you, for your service. Oronoco is a great community when we all come together. I learned that very early on. At least with building a park. We managed to make three beautiful parks. To see the community chip in and build that, really made me understand the meaning of community. Thank you, it is an honor.

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS (voice vote)
1. Ordinance 2019-6: rezone from B2 to M1, 600 Vintage Road. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to deny the rezone request at 600 Vintage Rd at the owner’s request to withdraw the application, Councilor Trish Shields second; voice vote all ayes. Motion to deny Ordinance 2019-6 passed. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst directed staff to send a letter to Mr. Radke of the denial.
2. Ordinance 2019-9 Rezone B2 to M1, 605 Lake Shady Ave N. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve Ordinance 2019-9 605 Lake Shady Ave N Rezone to M1, Councilor Carl Krause second; voice vote all ayes. Rezone Ordinance 2019-9 passed 5-0.
3. Ordinance 2019-10 Public Nuisance Amendment. Attorney proposed updated ordinance language for entering the property for an ordinance violation. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept Ordinance 2019-10 Public Nuisance amendment, Councilor Lori Novak second; (Discussion: Councilor Carl Krause is not comfortable with the fact that you can just go onto a property and do things. Attorney Mike Flaherty stated that there is a due process before you go onto the property. This is a normal process for cities.) Voice vote all ayes. Ordinance 2019-10 passed 5-0.
4. Resolution 2019-28 Set Final Tax Levy $839,700. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Resolution 2019-28 Tax Levy for collection in 2020, Councilor Trish Shields second; voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2019-28 passed 5-0.
5. Resolution 2019-29 Deed Restriction for Allis Park. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept Resolution 2019-29 Deed Restriction for Allis Park, Councilor Carl Krause second; voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2019-29 passed 5-0.
6. Resolution 2019-30 Nuisance Property 45 9th Ave NW. Kimberly Phelps: our first intention is to get things back on track to where everyone is happy. She will be addressing the debris. We did get a dumpster. It is in the driveway. You may drive by and look. It is there tonight. I don’t agree with the vehicle. Who actually went on the property? Attorney Mike Flaherty: you are testifying. Is the car licensed? Kimberly: Yes. It is licensed. It has been licensed. Before you guys pass these out to people, you should have known this. Attorney Mike Flaherty: just to be clear, that car has tabs, license, it is up to date? Kimberly: it has never not been licensed or had tabs. I do understand the importance of health and safety. I am big on that myself. There are several properties in this town that need to be cleaned up. I did hear when you spoke to John, that those will be addressed accordingly. Do I call City Hall? Councilor Trish Shields: you would have to come in and file a formal complaint. Kimberly: do you have to live in the city to file a complaint? Councilor Trish Shields: no, you do not. Councilor Carl Krause: you can print them off of the computer. Kimberly: it is not that my mom, she wants to keep it clean, but she can barely walk. I understand that some of these complaints are coming from neighbors. Which brings up the point that a lot of those properties adjacent to my mothers, I guess it would be to the west, the back of my mother’s property, is a vacant lot with tall weeds in the summer. It is never mowed. It is vacant. Adjacent to that, there is a fence with another vacant wooded area. To the North is another property of woods, which is about 100 feet from her property, and to the south, maybe 300 feet, a football field, is another woods with a river. So my mother’s yard is completely encircled with wildlife. For anybody to see that if they see a raccoon or possum, I live in the City of Rochester and had nine raccoons in my yard last night, which by the way is spotless if you want to come by and look. So if they are going to address the weeds in my mother’s yard, then I am asking the City to find out who owns the adjacent properties and make sure they are maintaining them because they are bringing the wildlife into my mother’s property, which is causing a problem. If she wants to feed her birds, she has every right to. If a raccoon notices that and comes on to the property, she is not going to go out there to catch the raccoon. I do understand the debris, that has to be addressed. Some of this other stuff, this is kind of petty. Attorney Mike Flaherty: you are testifying, they are taking notes, and you are speaking for your mother then? Kimberly: yes, I am. Attorney Mike Flaherty: you have spoken with her before today? Kimberly: yes, I did. Attorney Mike Flaherty: I am trying to summarize what you are saying and you are saying that the allegation on the property are true with the exception of the car. Kimberly: the only thing that I think is true, well, not all are true. The lawn has been mowed all summer. I mowed it, he mowed it, my sister has mowed it, and I actually think the neighbor that made the complaint mowed it once. So, there was a lot of rain this summer. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: you mowed both the front and back? Kimberly: yes. All the way around the house. She does have a lot of flower beds. Some people may think they are weeds. Are you familiar with perennials? They do like weeds to some people before and after they do their thing. People don’t cut their perennials at the root as soon as they are done blooming. A lot of them are not weeds. Attorney Mike Flaherty: do you think the property is in general disrepair on the outside? Is that fair? Kimberly: explain, which parts? Attorney Mike Flaherty: looking at the photos here, there is a lot of junk outside the house. Kimberly: you are saying one thing and making a statement about another. General repair is not debris. General repair would be structure. Attorney Mike Flaherty: let me put it this way, you have a dumpster. Why are you doing that? Kimberly: because you wanted… I do agree with that. There is a lot of containers and things outside. Yes, there is a lot of stuff that is going in the dumpster. But I do not agree with the car. And I do not agree with the weeds. Those are perennials, not weeds. (Kim showed the council what was perennials and pampas grass in the photos.) My sister and I, mostly my sister, spent hours and days redoing those flower beds. A lot of guys probably think it is weeds. Her house might not be the pristine Beverly Hills mansion that everyone in Oronoco would like to have, including her, but those are not weeds. Your ordinance is 12 inches for weeds. Most of your perennials are over 12 inches. These are all very expensive perennials. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Kim, we appreciate you bringing the dumpster in and picking up the debris and articles around the house. I think that will go a long way to make it more presentable. Obviously, with the snow, you can't do too much and can only pull what can be seen right now. Kimberly: yes, I was going to bring that up next. Some of it is frozen solid to the ground. Attorney Mike Flaherty: that is addressed in the resolution. When I drafted this, I called Sandy and we talked about it snowing now. There is language in there that basically… Kimberly: you can see in the picture that the grass has been mowed. (discussion on mowing.) Attorney Mike Flaherty: B.1, 2, and 3 states to remove all weeds in excess of 12-inches on the property, in the event that snow covers the ground by the time it is served, the weeds must be removed after the melting of the snow in the spring. We covered that. Kimberly: Can I mention one more thing. I guess it would be the north side, the driveway, there is a lot of weeds, but that is not her property. She has addressed this with the previous property owner, they recently sold. She has asked them to see if she could trim back their lilacs, there is about 12 of them, and they are leaning 3-4 feet onto my mother's property. In all due respect, we will get the debris cleaned up but the rest of it is unfair. Councilor Trish Shields: just so you are aware, she can legally trim those lilacs off of the property line, she can not trim over the line, but she can trim up to the line. Kimberly: are we know that for sure, right? Councilor Trish Shields: yes. Councilor Carl Krause: it is just like trees. Attorney Mike Flaherty: could you provide proof to let one of the city staff on the property to look at the car to see if it is registered? Rose Phelps: yes. They can go and look. Kimberly: she will be driving it once she has surgery on her eyes. Please be careful when you look, it is icy. Rebecca McGuire, Deputy City Clerk: with the weeds, when a complaint came in, we did check it and it was not mowed each time. I guess it could have been mowed after and been a coincidence. Kimberly: there was a lot of rain this year. There were windows that if you didn’t catch it, you had to wait another 4-5 days. With all the rain, the grass did grow like crazy. It’s not an excuse, we will continue to take care of her yard. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: it appears to me that action is being taken place and the removal of debris is contingent on thawed ground. (Council discussed the resolution and making amendments.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Resolution 2019-30 with amending paragraph ‘C’ to reflect the changed completion date of May 15, 2020, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2019-30 Nuisance Property 45 9th Ave NW approved 5-0.

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, 

H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Katie Dudley, Chair 
1.  FEMA River Restoration Update: Survey of Middle Fork and South Branch of Middle Fork damages - $15,000 for Stantec surveying work and $10,000 to develop the Spec of damages and costs for FEMA. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to recommend approval of $22,174 to be put into a special fund, from a monitoring standpoint and that is where the FEMA money would be reimbursed back into that special fund, Councilor Lori Novak second; Councilor Nancy Quimby opposed, passed 4-1.
2. Arborists bill $357.50 (tree clean-up Oronoco Park Tree). Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the Arborists bill of $357.50 for tree clean-up, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

I. PUBLIC WORKS 
 
J. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Fitzgerald Pay Request: Lake Shady Ave Bridge. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the pay request for $71,147.88, Councilor Trish Shields second; (Discussion on when it will be complete.) All in favor, motion carried 5-0.

K. PLANNING & ZONING*
1.  Tiny Homes (FYI: in the process)
2. 600 Vintage Road; non-compliant property. Recommending the attorney move forward to write a letter to remove the building (construction trailer). Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to have city staff work with the attorney to write a letter to the property owner of 600 Vintage Rd NW regarding the building on the property to bring back to Council for review, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

L. WATER & SEWER*
1.  Geotechnical Consultant Contract. (Joe gave the background.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the quote from American Engineering for $57,465 to complete the geotechnical work for the sewer system, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
2. Survey (FYI soliciting information from residents. We use this info to make the best estimate on where to serve them most effectively.)
3. Metering & Technology. Water meter software and trans receiver. This has been an ongoing discussion. The current reader and software are no longer supported. (Mayor Ryland Eichhorst and Rebecca went through the information.). It would be the 2020 water fund that is supporting the whole purchase at $17,995 for the new equipment, software, and support. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the quote from Metering & Technology Solutions for software, transceiver, and license fee, Councilor Lori Novak second; (Discussion: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: without upgrading, we are risking no support from the reader or software we have. We have had this equipment and software without upgrades for ten years now. Councilor Carl Krause: how long until it goes out? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: it could go out tomorrow, you don’t know. Councilor Carl Krause: tomorrow you might die, you don’t know. Do we need it right now? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: if it went out tomorrow, we would miss months of reading before we upgraded and started running. The city can’t operate like that. Councilor Lori Novak: I don’t understand this at all. We should have more than a three-minute discussion. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: it is in your packet. Councilor Lori Novak: I don’t understand it. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: public works slowly drives around with the receiver and collects the meter information from each property, they bring it to city hall where that information is loaded into a computer. Councilor Lori Novak: so, before this, they walked? Rebecca: may I? We are on the same system since the water project began back in 2009. Nothing has changed. You have to look at like a computer. If you’re lucky, you could maybe get 7 years. We have expanded that. If something goes out, we are dead in the water. The software is like being on the Windows 10 operating system and the city is operating way back before Windows 7. The receiver public works have you can compare to a cell phone. Councilor Carl Krause: if the new one goes down you have the same thing. Rebecca: then we have support. Councilor Lori Novak: so, they are stopping support? Rebecca: they have stopped support. If it goes out, it is out. Councilor Lori Novak: are there other options that aren’t $17,000? Rebecca: no. If you go with new meters and a new system, you are looking at 4-5 years to fully switch over and looking at at least $100,000. You would also be doing billing on two different systems until you are fully integrated into the new one. You have pushed it off to the point there is no longer a choice. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the transceiver will read both the old and the new ones coming in. Councilor Trish Shields: the meter reader was not new when we purchased it. We could go back and bill. Do we want to take that chance? Councilor Carl Krause: we could estimate the bills. Councilor Lori Novak: why would we pay for training? Rebecca: They upgrade and have new features – new buttons, just like cell phones or operating systems. Councilor Lori Novak: well, I for one do not want to have a special session when the system goes.) Aye: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Lori Novak. Neigh: Councilor Nancy Quimby and Councilor Carl Krause. Motion passed 3-2.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. Basketball Court Additional Light Pole (People’s Coop donate pole/light) City monthly electric fee. Doug Gillard at 540 W Center: I am a lion. I also brought along the president, John. I would like to start out by saying thank you. Without your help, we could not flood that rink. We have identified some needs. We also identified potential solutions. To start off with need, we have a hockey rink that is lit up on one end. If you want to go skating in the evening you need a headlamp to see at the far end. We need a light pole and light. The second, the warming house has no heat. The kids can’t warm up. There is no electricity to it. We are willing to put in heat. We have talked to People’s Co-op. Before we submit for the operation roundup, we need to make sure you are willing to pay the electric bill if we donate. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the light on 3rd Ave SW and 112 bills about $14 a month. Doug: It is a basketball court in the summer that has the same issue. It is used year-round. Councilor Trish Shields: I love it and grateful to you guys to go ahead and submit this, but my concern is the warming house door being left open and the heat on. How do we prevent a $200 heat bill? Doug: I can ask a member of the Lion’s to help with keeping an eye on it. Many members live in town. John: We are going to purchase our own motion light. Doug: We would need to come up with a heat solution… we can use a timer. We can go back to the board on how to police it and we could also use signage out there. We are not utilizing it to its full potential. Councilor Trish Shields motioned that the City agrees to pick up the electric tab for the light, and electric for heat and light in the warming house, Councilor Lori Novak second; (Doug: we will come back with signage and policing it. Let’s work together. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Direct to work with Dan Howard.) All in favor, motion carried 5-0.

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 
XI. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Bevcomm: rates for 2020 increased.  (FYI)
B. 2020 Fee Schedule: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept the 2020 Fee Schedule, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA*
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 505 MN Ave S					Demo
2. 465 Sunny View Ln SW		mechanical
3. 1354 Riverwood Ct SW		new construction

B. TASK LIST; updated

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Parks 12-2-2019
2. 1st Responder’s 12-2-2019
3. Gold Rush  cancelled
4.   Fire Dept. 11-11-2019
5. Water & Sewer Public Informational 12-5-19
6. Planning & Zoning 12-12-2019
7. Special and Regular City Council Meetings

D. FINANCIALS
1. Pine Island Account Summaries
2. Budget:  available at the office for review.
3. Accounts Payable 
4. Account Receipts

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 9:32 pm, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
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