November 19, 2019 Regular CC Meeting

City of Oronoco
Tuesday, November 19, 2019
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm

 CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the meeting to order at 7 pm.

I.  ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Councilor Lori Novak, Councilor Carl Krause, Engineer Joe Palen, and Deputy Clerk Rebecca McGuire 
Late: Attorney Mike Flaherty arrived at 7:22 pm.

II.  PUBLIC HEARING: 

· Public Hearing for Ordinance 2019-7 Chapter 114 Mobile Food Units
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst opened the Public Hearing at 7 pm.
Public comment:
Beau Hannenberger at 210 - 2nd Ave NW: I just want to bring up that when they park out here, they park in the emergency responder lane and block the signs that are marked ‘Emergency Responder Parking’. That is my only concern. A couple times they blocked the road. I think it's great, we should have it, but please consider the location for it. Thank you.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed the Public Hearing for the Mobile Food Ordinance at 7:03 pm after the third call.

· Public Hearing for Resolution 2019-25 Assessing Unpaid Water Bills
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst opened the Public Hearing for Resolution 2019-25 at 7:04 pm.
Public comment:
Richard Nelson at 115 2nd Ave NW: Again, I am here, like I have been for the last 6 or 7 years. I get a bill for water every month. I have no access to water. The engineering firm put in the service, put it across the street. For me to put water in, I would have to tear up City street. It is against City ordinance to tear up the street. I can’t understand…how can you charge me month after month? I don’t have the service. You have 2 council members that have not contacted me. When I was on City Council, Council members addressed ALL issues. It wasn’t a one meeting a month job, it was a full-time job. I can’t understand how two people on this council can vote on this, it is hearsay. You are not informed. You haven’t asked me. You haven’t come to my house. It is across the street and I am not allowed to touch. I had to take my gate out because it was going across the City street. My service is across the street. Does that make any sense? I am asking the City for two things. I am asking the city to hire someone to bore that into my yard or give me an exemption. It’s that simple. And I would like my money back. Up until last year, you people assessed my property for unpaid water bills. Why is it last year you had a public hearing and all the previous years you just put it on my bill without notice? Is that legal without notification? I wish the attorney was here. Two people have not talked to me, or investigated it, or addressed the issue. You are voting on hearsay. This is serious business for me. You people didn’t come up with any solution for me. You didn’t say, let's get it resolved. It is just pay, pay, pay… Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: thank you.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed the Public Hearing at 7:08 pm after the last call.

III.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

IV.   PUBLIC FORUM 
(No public comment.)
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed Public Forum at 7:10 pm after the final call.

V.  DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  2 (10/18 (gas spill at Casey’s), 10/18 (fire alarm, cancelled enroute))  
2. Payroll: $5455. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Fire Department payroll at $5455, 1st Responder payroll at $2740, and EOC payroll for $200, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. Thank you to all that serve. They are always looking for members.
3. Jeff Allhiser resignation. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept the voluntary resignation of Mr. Allhiser, Councilor Trish Shields second; (Councilor Trish Shields: I would like it noted in the minutes that this is not releasing him from any legal action. It is only a resignation.) All in favor, motion carried 5-0.

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Chris Inman, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs: 5 city, 6 township
2. Pat McGovern resignation. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Pat McGovern's resignation from 1st Responders only, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
3. Payroll: $2740.00. Approved above.

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
1. Payroll: $200. Approved above.

E. PERSONNEL / COMMUNITY CENTER: 
1. RFP’s for Auditor. 4 bid packages. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve Smith Schafer as the city’s new auditor, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
2. RFP’s for Attorney. 3 bid packages. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Flaherty and Hood for 2019 attorney services, Councilor Trish Shields second; (discussion of other firms). All in favor, motion carried 5-0.
3. Council Payroll: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst 60+meetings $3000, Councilor Trish Shields 51 meetings $2475, Councilor Nancy Quimby 36 meetings $2100, Councilor Carl Krause, 18 meetings $1650, Councilor Lori Novak 40 meetings $2200. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept council payroll for 2019, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
4. Close down the office for Christmas Eve; PTO. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the office being closed using PTO on Christmas Eve, December 24th, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
5. Election training for Clerks: December 10th in the afternoon. Close the office at noon. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to close the office at noon on December 10th for election training, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Ordinance 2019-7: Food Sales. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept Ordinance 2019-7 Food Sales, Councilor Trish Shields second; (It is a great add for the City). Voice vote all ayes. Ordinance 2019-7 approved 5-0.
2. Ordinance 2019-8: Rezone MN Ave R1 to B2. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve Ordinance 2019-8, Councilor Carl Krause second; voice vote all ayes. Ordinance 2019-8 passed 5-0.
3. Resolution 2019-25: Assessment of unpaid water bills. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to table Resolution 2019-25 to next month because the landowner is correct saying that it would be hard for two council members (Nancy and Lori) to vote as they are unaware of the water connection situation at 115 2nd Ave NW, Councilor Trish Shields agreed with the two council members being uneducated with the situation and second the motion; (discussion on 115 2nd Ave NW: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst is concerned about the timeframe to submit it to the County. Rebecca McGuire, Deputy City Clerk, explained that there is a time limit. If it is tabled, it will not make it for the tax roll. It is due before November 30th. (Discussion on the timeframe.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: what is before us is the charges reflective of him not paying. He would like a solution; we fully understand that and can talk about that at another time. Right now, we are discussing the assessments. Rebecca: the connection requirement is a part of the Oronoco City Code and so is the process to assess for it. Council cannot go against its own ordinance. This is the process every year. Councilor Lori Novak feels that just because it is part of the code that doesn’t mean it makes it right. He cannot connect without drilling through the street. Why? It has been year after year dealing with this. Why would we keep making someone pay? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: there is a lot of documented history. This decision was made back in 2009/2010 with the water connection. Councilor Lori Novak: yes, but can he connect? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: yes, he can without tearing the street up. Engineer Joe Palen explained that Mr. Nelson met with the engineering firm at the time and requested the curb stop be placed where it currently is. There is documentation of it. He can connect without damaging the road. There are ways. He can directional drill. It is in the city code that it is resident responsibility from the house to the curb stop. Councilor Carl Krause: has that been done in Oronoco, to go under the street? Joe: yes. Councilor Carl Krause: I don’t know the ordinance, I don’t know, Mike probably knows more, but the water is supposed to be brought to the property line. From there it is the owner problem… Attorney Mike Flaherty stated that it is resident responsibility to connect from the house to the curb stop. It is in the Oronoco City Code. Councilor Lori Novak: how many residents have this issue? Is this common? Engineer Joe Palen: no. There is a curb stop provided for each homeowner. Originally it was at his property line. This is how we got here. During the construction process, we sent letters and met with each homeowner for location. The location of the curb stop was somewhat suggestive. We met with him and he wanted it in the location that it is. Councilor Trish Shields: it was the property owner's decision. Councilor Carl Krause: from what he showed me, I wouldn’t want it where you were going to put it. You don’t put it in the middle of a driveway or cement pad. I am going by what he said. You guys never took me up there and showed me. It is an issue we should get solved. I don’t see voting on the ordinance, voting it down, that’s not right. We can wait till next year to put it on the taxes. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we need to take care of the fees for this year. Councilor Carl Krause: well, what if it gets voted down? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: whether Council moves or changes the water, he still has to pay the fees. The assessment does not go away because of the ordinance. (Discussion on the going process.) Councilor Lori Novak: so, the agenda came out, what, 4 days ago, 5 days ago? I feel like when we are talking about things that have that strong of a deadline, like we have to have it, it doesn’t really give us a chance to really dig into it, it puts us into a position, I don’t want to be in a position to vote one way or the other. I agree with the tabling, I feel we are in a position, one way or another. I am not ready to vote on this. I don’t know anything about it. It is not fair to the City or to the citizen to vote. Rebecca: as far as the assessment, this is the process. This is how it is done every year. If you have any questions, you can certainly ask for that information before the meeting comes up. Councilor Lori Novak: that wouldn’t have helped. Councilor Carl Krause: we need to have the attorney look at it. If Dick needs an attorney, then…this needs to be settled. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: that will be a council decision. Right now, we are taking care of these charges for 2019 for the 2020 rolls. Councilor Trish Shields: let’s put this on hold because Lori and Nancy clearly do not have the information to make an informed decision. We have next week. Voice vote all ayes to table Resolution 2019-25 to Monday, November 25th at 6:00 pm.
4. Resolution 2019-26: Accepting Gold Rush Donation. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Resolution 2019-26 accepting the Gold Rush donation, Councilor Trish Shields second; voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2019-26 passed 5-0.
5. Resolution 2019-27: Gas N Go Sign Variance. (Discussion on the banner, number of signs and what other business’s currently have for signs.) Councilor Trish Shields motioned to deny Resolution 2019-27 because the aesthetics of the sign does not maintain the character of the locality, Councilor Carl Krause second; (discussion of P&Z recommended denial due to it not being appropriate for the neighborhood). Voice vote: ayes: Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Councilor Carl Krause, and Councilor Lori Novak. Naye: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst. Approved to deny Resolution 2019-27 Variance 4-1.

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst

H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Katie Dudley, Chair 
1. Riverwood Hills Park update; will be finished this week and back open.
2. Tree Bid: Arborists. Removal of oak, basswood, and ironwood. (Discussion of trees behind campsite 6.) Councilor Carl Krause motioned to accept the tree bid and take the trees down, second, all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
3. Trees: Lakebed (County seedling sale). Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to purchase the trees for up to $200, Councilor Trish Shields second; (have staff work with Lance to select the trees). All in favor, motion carried 5-0.

I. PUBLIC WORKS 
1.  Ditch Mower/Lakebed Mower. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the mower up to $3800, Councilor Carl Krause second; (discussion on the mower) all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

J. STREETS & ROADS*  

K. PLANNING & ZONING*

L. WATER & SEWER*
1. Lobbyist 2020 WWTP project. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to hire a lobbyist for up to $7,000, borrow the money from the investment fund and pay it back through the PFA loan through user fees; (discussion on a need for a lobbyist). Motion dies for lack of second. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: please send a comment, a submission to the Governor if you haven’t done so. We would appreciate it.
2. House Capital Investment Committee bonding bill tour, Oct 22 and Senate Capital Investment Committee bonding bill tour, Nov 7 update. (FYI)
3.  MPCA Public Information Meeting, Dec 5th at 6:30 PM start/7 PM Presentations regarding the Oronoco Wastewater Project and MPCA permits. MPCA and Joe to give overview presentations. MPCA will be leading this meeting. (FYI)

 PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. ROW permit for Cell tower: Mid-State Consultants. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the ROW Permit to install the pole and equipment for People’s Energy, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 
XI. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Outstanding Citizen; council member. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept the committee's recommendation for ‘Candidate B’ to be presented at the December meeting, Councilor Lori Novak second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Councilor Trish Shields to serve on the Outstanding Citizen Committee, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. 
B. 45 9th Ave NW: complaint property; mowing, garbage, rodents, potential health/fire hazard. Attorney Mike Flaherty went over the background and legal standpoint. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst suggested the letter come from the attorney. Attorney Mike Flaherty feels that the first letter should come from staff and the second he can draft. The ordinance process could be simpler as well, council should consider changing it, at least the last clause. Discussion continued on ordinance violations on the property and what to do for the next step. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to proceed with the attorney, to give him the supporting information (pictures), make the report, and provide the information to the attorney, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA*
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion passed 5-0.

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 420 2nd Ave SW				Mechanical
2. 290 5th Street SE				Deck
3. 1145 Chenoa Ln SW			Garage Heater
4. 605 Sunny View Lane SW	Basement Finish

B. TASK LIST; updated

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Parks no quorum
2. 1st Responder’s 11-4-2019
3. Gold Rush 10-14-2019 & 11-18-2019
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]  Fire Dept. 9-9-2019 & 10-14-2019
5. Water & Sewer 11-12-2019
6. Planning & Zoning 11-14-2019
7. Special and Regular City Council Meetings

D. FINANCIALS
1. Pine Island Account Summaries
2. Budget:  available at the office for review.
3. Accounts Payable 
4. Account Receipts

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 8:47 pm, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
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