April 16, 2018 Regular CC Meeting

City of Oronoco
Tuesday, April 16, 2019
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm

 CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the meeting to order at 7 pm.
 
I.  ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Carl Krause, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Councilor Lori Novak, Engineer Joe Palen, City Clerk Sandy Jessen, and Deputy Clerk Rebecca McGuire 
Absent: Attorney Mike Flaherty

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of a closed session under X1 New Business being moved up after EOC, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

III.   PUBLIC FORUM
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst reminded the public of the three (3) minute time limit and stated that City Staff received word from the property owner who is requesting the rezone from R1 to R2 that he has requested an extension until the May Council Meeting and that he would be present at that time. For those who spoke at the Planning and Zoning Public Hearing in regard to the rezone, your comments have been documented. You may speak on anything new, not already addressed in your letters or comments.

Jodi Williamson at 1135 1st St NW: I was not able to make the last meeting. My husband did appear and I did send a letter in on behalf of myself and my husband. This is in regard to the rezone at 50 9th Ave NW and as I understand it, Planning and Zoning unanimously rejected it. I come again today that we are opposed to this rezone. I'm troubled that Mr. Kuehn did not show up today. If it was so important to him, he should have made a point to be here today. It’s absolutely rude that he submits an application done with a sharpie pen. I would oppose any additional submissions on the application. I request this Council actually vote tonight and follow the Planning Commission and reject this rezoning. Thank you.

Kelly Heydt at 35 9th Ave NW: I was here for the meeting. I did state my displeasure with this entire rezoning issue. That’s all on record so I won't repeat myself. I am very upset that Mark isn’t here. I have seen this from him in the past. I would really like to get this situation taken care of. I am not sure if I can make it to the next meeting. I work. Please consider voting on this-this evening and taking into consideration what the Planning and Zoning have already decided as far as not allowing this to be rezoned. Thank you.

Richard Phillippula: Did you say that Mark is in Florida? Mark’s Tahoe was at Tilly’s this afternoon, at like 4:30 pm. I am so upset with this deal. I haven't even been in my house for a year. I left Rochester to get out of a very high end, almost paid off condominium, to get out here to Oronoco where the history is, to the quiet and peace. Now he wants to put 6 families next to me. It's very disturbing. So with the extension, now he’s going to come in here with plans?  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: the plans were supposed to be brought in from a gentleman, from a partner from the Cities, but due to the weather he was unable to make the Public Hearing. So Mark didn’t have them. Richard: Yeah, so, let's talk about that. As soon as I heard about this I went to City Hall. I asked Sandy what she had. All there was was a google earth picture with a circle and triangle that said septic and well as a plan. At the last meeting, he comes and draws a picture of three totally different... its not even close to what he turned in to this city to consider for rezone. I truly hope you guys say no to this because once it is open you can not turn back history. You don’t realize the importance. That monstrosity there now needs to be destroyed. Have a single family house. He’s complained about rentals. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Thank you for your time. Richard: it's not happening.

Lora Quest at 935 1st St NW: I was at Planning & Zoning. My comments are on record. This is spot zoning. That should be taken into consideration. I think the R2 properties that are currently there were grandfathered in somehow. That is also something to be considered. And also taking into consideration that P&Z has already rejected the rezoning, that this should be voted on tonight by City Council. Thank you.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Third call.

Jim Richards: I live on West Center Street. I would mirror what the folks are saying as well. I would have him come back to consider single-family homes. He said his lot is all sand. Oronoco is built on rock. Where would the septic go? I would encourage him to come back and divide the lot up with single family that would fit the neighborhood. The multi-family homes already there are grandfathered in. We need to look at the future of Oronoco.

The last call was made and Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed Public Forum at 7:10 pm.

IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  3 (3/29 MVA car vs bike, 3/14 Sandbags, 3/13 Sandbags/pumping) 
  
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 6 Runs: 2 City and 4 Township   

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
Pat set up and got the sandbags. They went to Storm Spotter training.

E. Closed Session. (This was moved up from X1.C.)
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: At this time we are going to go into a closed meeting. I request that everybody please leave. You may stand in the hallway or outside, except for the clerks and the Council. We will let you know when we are ready to come back into open meeting. Thank you.
The Regular City Council Meeting closed at 7:11 pm to go into closed session.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the Regular City Council meeting open at 7:27 pm from closed session.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned that Jeff Allhiser be placed on administration leave from employment with the City of Oronoco, effective April 16th, 2019, for but not limited to the reasons discussed in the Memorandum from Flaherty and Hood dated April 16th, 2019 and that city administration provide Mr. Allhiser with any appropriate information related to this decision, Councilor Lori Novak second; no discussion. All in favor, motion carried 5-0.

F. PERSONNEL / COMMUNITY CENTER: 
 
G.  ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 2019-8; Supporting Regional Park Designation. Right now the City is the lead applicant with joint partners listed. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept Resolution 2019-8 Supporting Reginal Park Designation, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2019-8 Support passed 5-0.
2. Ordinance 2019-2: Rezone R1 to R2. The owner of the property has petitioned the Council for an extension, to motion to table the ordinance and discussion until the May City Council Meeting per owner request due to being out of state. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to deny Ordinance 2019-2 requesting to rezone from R1 to R2, Councilor Trish Shields second. (Council discussion: Councilor Krause stated that neighbors asked Mark why he didn’t keep up the property. Mark said his own property was a dump. He also said he didn’t have other rentals in town and he does. And they are dumps too. I think it is more suited for a single family. Maybe if he comes back with more appropriate plans. It was just circles. A kids drawing. Councilor Lori Novak: Paul Jannetto from P&Z made a good comment that the six (6) units do not follow the guidelines. It doesn’t fall in line with what we allow by ordinance. P&Z has already given their recommendation. Councilor Nancy Quimby agrees with the other council members. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I appreciate your comments. He is giving us an opportunity to look at the plans now and he asked for an extension. Councilor Carl Krause: P&Z gave a recommendation and now he wants to override it with better plans. Councilor Lori Novak: wasn’t he supposed to have these plans submitted with the application? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: they can be very preliminary. I vote for the extension for a few reasons. The property has been for sale for years. If it stays R1, there can be 4 houses. It can be big families and lots of traffic. He has shared the plan for that property. If left R1 there is no control or input of what those houses would be like. He could divide his property into 4 lots. There is a lot of downsides to letting him stay at R1 and we know what he is doing with R2. He wants to get out of the rental business. There could be 3 driveways along 9th Avenue. Councilor Carl Krause: he was going to do this with that horse arena in the township, he wanted it annexed into the City, and that didn’t happen. His plan looked like a student drew it. Councilor Trish Shields: I feel strongly that patio homes do not fit in that neighborhood. We have zero guarantees. He still needs a CUP to allow six (6) homes. He has provided nothing that states he is going forward with it. I'm not going for it. It does not fit the neighborhood. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: there are four (4) R2 properties in the block. Councilor Carl Krause: there is a hill. There will be a drive on that hill. (Discussion continued on the driveway issues on 9th already.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: there is an opportunity to work with the developer. If its denied, residents will have zero say of what they are going to get. I appreciate your comments. You don’t trust him is not the issue here. Councilor Trish Shields: that’s not the issue, it is spot zoning. Others were grandfathered in, it doesn’t fit the neighborhood. It’s a bad fit. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: these six (6) homes could be potential retirement homes. Councilor Carl Krause: in the right spot, sure.) Voice vote to deny the rezone – Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Councilor Lori Novak, and Councilor Carl Krause. Naye: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst. Ordinance 2019-2 Rezone has been denied by 4-1 voice vote. This will be shared with the property owner. He would have to wait a year to apply for this again unless he has made significant changes to the plan.
3. Ordinance 2019-3: ROW Regulation (follow up on the small wireless standards). Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept Ordinance 2019-3 ROW regulation, Councilor Carl Krause second for discussion. (Councilor Carl Krause: are they staying on the ROW? Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: they will use the utility poles. There is a lot of detail in there if you read it. City Clerk Sandy Jessen: fees are set in December, on the fee schedule, for the new year. Some fees are guided by the State but the City has the final say. You cannot set the rate higher than the State.) Voice vote all ayes. Ordinance 2019-3 ROW Regulation approved 5-0.

H. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, 
1. MN Ave; Meters on electric poles. Table for later discussion. Still working on details.

I. PARKS & TRAILS* - Katie Dudley, Chair 
1. Porta Potties: On Site (low bid). Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept On-Site for the season, Councilor Carl Krause second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

J. PUBLIC WORKS 
1. Floor Bids. (Discussion about the differences in the bids. Poly has a five (5) year warranty and the mud jacking is a two (2) year warranty. It is on the summer schedule. Public Works Dan is leaning toward the poly. This will come out of the CIP money.) Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to accept American Water Works to fill the voids under the shop floor and pay for it out of the CIP fund, Councilor Trish Shields second. (Councilor Carl Krause would like to get it completed within 90 days and have a guarantee if that. It needs to be done. Dan said he will push it.) All in favor, motion carried 5-0.

K. STREETS & ROADS*  
1. Street Striping; fog line estimate. Engineer Joe Palen: Opened quotes from AAA Striping from last month. The unit price is pretty attractive. I printed a map for you. The pink and green colored lines are from the original quote. Green is just centerline striping. (If we add the fog line and add other areas… Joe then went over additions and different options with what sections would cost.) If you did everything on this, you’d have everything striped. Councilor Carl Krause asked about seal coating. Joe: we haven't done pavement management yet. We are not close to doing a seal coat on these areas. It is a safe bet that we wouldn’t see much activity over the next 3 years. (Discussion on possible areas to complete.) To complete it all, we are looking at about an additional $7,000. Township is a chunk of that too. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I hate to lose our spot and delay this more. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve adding sections 1, 2, and the first 400 feet of number 3 on the map from 100th Street going North past Casey’s entrance, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
2. Oronoco Park Drive; shouldering dirt work. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to provide dirt shouldering for the Oronoco Park drive, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
3. Street Sweeping. Received 2 bids. We used Wigum last year. Reminder to not scheduled on the same day as garbage pick up or Monday afternoon before the pickup day. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to approve Wiggum to complete the street sweeping, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
4. Annual street review: set a date with Joe and Carl. Ryland: we will play it by ear with the weather and get it scheduled between us. Councilor Carl Krause is not available Tuesdays.

L. PLANNING & ZONING*
 
M. WATER & SEWER*
1. Water Improvement Feasibility Study: Areas A, C, F, Z. (Engineer Joe Palen gave a presentation.) This is a proposed plan to implement with the Sewer Project. Right now, 2/3 of the community is served by the existing water system. The goal is to serve more. It makes sense to move on this with the Sewer Project. (Went over line loops and additions in A, C, F, and Z.) Right now we are about 1500 in population. Projected population in 2040 is about 2900. (Joe went over project cost in total and by sections.) This would help improve fire protection as well. This is planned for the least amount of disturbance to the pavement. Along with having rock, we would dig one trench for multiple lines. Completing all areas would serve 109 new parcels on the water system. Assessment cost has been talked about with the Water & Sewer Committee. We do have an assessment policy. (Joe then went into the Criteria of Assessment.) Councilor Lori Novak: with my perspective from W&S, for the residents who have to be included, there is no opting out. But for those in E along the main going in, the main going in the C section, if we could have the language read that they may opt in, otherwise their phase will be completed in 10 years. If we say that they can opt out, those who can’t opt out will feel that they have an option. It’s a slightly different approach. Joe: the water main will be installed regardless. We do not differentiate between commercial and residential in the calculation. (Joe then went into how the Drinking Water Revolving Fund works and what the projected financing would look like.) We are not proposing the fees in conjunction with those that are on the sewer project. The deadline is May 3rd for the Drinking Water Revolving Fund application. There will be a future public informational meeting on it. We are working toward that 2020 bonding bill timeline. We would also need 4 easements from property owners with the proposed plan of going through Treetop. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we could share that at the public informational meeting and get feedback. Councilor Trish Shields: there is more of a benefit to everyone if we get more on the system, it lowers the overall cost to all. Councilor Carl Krause: funding is important. Ryland questioned a resolution for the feasibility report and calling for a public hearing. Joe: You're not calling for the public hearing, so accepting the report at this time is not necessary. You can accept it when it is time for the resolution.
2. Drinking Water Revolving Fund PPL application: $2000. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to apply for the Drinking Water Revolving funding, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; (Joe will modify the application to include the route through Treetop LN and the “opting in” language for the optional E parcels.) All in favor, motion passed 5-0.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
1. FYI: publishing for snowplow bids for May 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.  50 1st Ave NE update: A building permit application was picked up today. The next court date is set for early May to comply with the court ruling of getting a building permit, fixing it up, complying with City Code, and having an inspection completed.
B. CIP Final Draft. Water and Sewer may affect the CIP. We will come back a year from now. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the CIP final draft for 2020, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

XI. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Hilltop RV: operating without a CO (certificate of occupancy). Work was not completed when they started operating their business. The City Inspector has been working with them. Hilltop now has a temporary CO and should have the requested work completed in the next 10 days.
B. Tax-forfeited land next to riverbank: $100. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to purchase the tax-forfeited land from the County for $100, Councilor Lori Novak second. (Discussed who owns the other parcels around that piece of land.) Councilor Carl Krause naye. The rest of council aye; motion passed 4-1.
C. Closed session. (Above; moved up to E.) 

CONSENT AGENDA* 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the Consent Agenda, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 1255 Valley View Lane SW						mechanical 
2. 1175 Riverwood Dr SW							plumbing permit
3. 1321 Riverwood Ct SW							new construction
4. 630 5th Street NW									mechanical

B. TASK LIST; updated

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Parks 4-1-2019
2. 1st Responder’s 4-1-2019
3. Gold Rush 4-8-2019
4.  Fire Dept. 3-11-2019
5. Water & Sewer 4-9-2019
6. Planning & Zoning 4-11-2019
7.  Special and Regular City Council Meetings 3-19—19, 3-26-19

D. FINANCIALS
1. Pine Island Account Summaries
2. Budget:  available at the office for review.
3. Accounts Payable 
4. Account Receipts

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 9:04 pm, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.





_________________________________		___________________________
Mayor													Clerk
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