City of Oronoco
Parks and Trails Committee Meeting  
April 1, 2019
At Oronoco Community Center at 6:30 pm
(Minutes)

Members Present – Nancy Quimby, Justin Black, Peter Sanders, Lance Sorenson, and Katie Dudley
Also in attendance – Ryland Eichhorst and Dan Howard
March Meeting Minutes Approval 
Katie Dudley motioned to approve the minutes, Justin Black second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
Agenda approval 
Additions: Review Garden Park renting guidelines and research compost options before May 6 meeting
Tilling of the garden plots – see the Garden Park section
Were funds allocated to replace playground perimeters for Oronoco Park and Riverwood Hills Park?
Katie Dudley motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
Oronoco Park
Zumbro Water Trail Update: working on an application (FYI)
Camping will open Memorial Day weekend. The city carries a 17-week permit from the County, from Memorial Day to Labor Day. (FYI)
Shower update from Dan – Dan said it is fine the way it is for now
Tainter Gate and 4 water wheels need to be moved to Allis Park – work with Historical Society – this will be a part of the Allis Park improvements project
Paving of the driveway has been approved by the City Council out of the CIP Fund. The date of completion is determined by the contractor’s schedule. Waiting on Spring road restrictions to be lifted as well(FYI)
Gazebo repairs/condition - The gazebo is in poor condition and is not used much or at all. It would need to be rebuilt to be safe.  There is a large shelter near the parking lot, so the gazebo is not crucial to provide shade.  Katie said she would visit with some citizens that have used it in the past to get their feedback on it.  Katie Dudley motioned to recommend to tear down the unsafe gazebo, Justin Black second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
7 trees at the campground are past saving. They were checked again by Arborists of Rochester. It was approved by Council to remove. They will be removed by May 1st. The other 7 trees were approved by Council to be treated. (FYI)
Need to find out if funds were allocated to replace timbers along the perimeter of the playground

Garden Park
Wood piles to be burned: fire department will complete when they have the manpower and correct conditions. (FYI) Still not burned, will make good wildlife habitat if they do not get them burned.
Lance Sorensen motioned to get an estimate from Beau Hanenberger on how much it would cost for him to till the garden plots.  Katie Dudley second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
Review Garden Park renting guidelines and research compost options before May 6 meeting
River Park
Part of the trail to the Cedar Woodlands neighborhood is currently shut down due to safety concerns of the erosion of the river bank getting closer to the paved trail. Discussion needed on whether to keep barricades up and what can be done to correct the situation for the safety of our residents. Katie Dudley motioned to ask Joe Palen, the city engineer, to look into what can be done to protect the trail.  Councilor Nancy Quimby second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
Pickle Ball Court possibilities – still not sure how to accommodate the net for this
Lines painted on the tennis court this spring? Dan Howard will put that on the Parks list
Caryl Cowden Park
The bocce ball court will be resurfaced in Spring – this has been approved at the 12/18/18 Council Meeting. Budget is up to $1,000. (FYI) The bocce ball court might not need much to get it ready to use.  Dan Howards is working on it.
Riverwood Hills Park
Need to find out if funds were allocated to replace timbers along the perimeter of the playground
Memorial Park
What can be done to make this park ADA Handicap Accessible?
1. New sidewalk to port a pot and playground
2. Costs for new Playground Equipment that is ADA Handicap Accessible
Community Center Park
No request for used skate donations from city residents. (FYI)
How was the use of the shelter this winter?
Lance Sorenson motioned to get quotes to get this park ADA Handicap accessible, Justin Black second; all in favor. 5-0
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Dan will work on this and bring plans and information in May
2. Do we have funds available for this, this year?
Allis Park
People’s Energy Cooperative Operation Round-Up Grant: the application was completed and submitted by March 20th for Allis Park amenities. If awarded the $10,000, the City is not eligible for any more grants this year. If it is not awarded, this can be submitted again for park equipment in other parks. (Parks will need to be listed together.) (FYI)
Allis Park Improvement Feasibility Report – February 13, 2019, was reviewed
Previous Lakebed 
What type of maintenance will be required by city workers
Bridge/crossing of both river branches? (kayaks need to get through) or a small portage is ok too
Other:
Review Park Budget 
MN DNR Outdoor Recreation and Trail Funding Opportunities with CEDA. The grant application was submitted last Friday, March 29th. (FYI)
T-Ball coordinator needed. Notice has been posted. (FYI)
Port-a-pots
How many Regular and Handicap? Which parks will they be placed? What’s allotted for the 2019 budget?
Peter Sanders motioned to have a handicap accessible porta pot at Memorial Park and regular ones at Allis Park, River Park, and Riverwood Hills Park, Katie Dudley second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0. City staff will get bids for these.

Review Park Demands on the City – Is Oronoco “Park heavy”?
8 parks with amenities
2 septic drain fields – Riverwood Hills and 3rd Ave
1st Place SW – Floodplain property next to previous lake bed (3 Willows)
Website – Oronoco Parks section updated. Nice new map and pdf for all parks. (FYI)
Next meeting: Monday, May 6, 2019, at the Oronoco Park at 6:30 pm

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Nancy Quimby motioned to adjourn at 7:58 pm, Justin Black second; all in favor, motion carried 5-0.
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