June 19, 2018 Regular CC Meeting

City of Oronoco
Tuesday, June 19, 2018
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm

[bookmark: _GoBack] CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 7 pm

I.  ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Councilor Carl Krause, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Attorney Mike Flaherty, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA


 Public Hearing: Casey’s Easement Vacation
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the Public Hearing for Casey’s Easement Vacation (30 Energy LN SW) to order at 7:01 pm.
The Mayor gave the background. There was no public comment.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called out for the third call and closed the public hearing at 7:02 pm.

III.  PUBLIC FORUM
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst went over public forum etiquette and expectations.

Brent Kaslow representing AB Systems at 209 Woodlane Dr. SE in Rochester: (Brent handed out information to Council) Thank you, Mr. Mayor and Council members, for inviting me in this evening. The project we are discussing tonight is Illusion Game Call Systems, which is doing the development across the street from Peoples Co-Op. We are just starting that project. We are here tonight representing Mike Dukart, who owns Illusion Systems. He wanted to share excitement for becoming a part of the business community here in Oronoco. We are looking for clarification at this point, we have been told that there is a fire hydrant requirement on the east side of Lake Shady Ave., which would be at the expense of the owner. We want to do what’s right be the code and public safety. The cost for the hydrant would be about $7500. There is no written ordinance in the City of Oronoco that indicates the required distance between the fire hydrant and the buildings. Currently, the nearest existing hydrant is 320 feet. The code requirement is 400. Noble RV, which is just to the north, was not required to put in a fire hydrant for their recent development project. With no precedence set, we don’t think that there is any consistency here. The addition of another fire hydrant would require more maintenance for the city and we feel that code provides adequate fire protection with the 320 feet. We can’t see any other reason for an additional hydrant on the east side of Lake Shady. We thank you.

Pete Schuller with AB Systems was only present to help answer questions if any arose after Brent Kaslow spoke. 

Jean Myhre at 210 E Center St.: I am here tonight to ask if the City if they have any idea, going forth about the violation of the speed limit going 30 miles an hour on East Center. It’s been a long-time issue and it appears to just be getting worse. Sometimes we would mind it so bad, but I have an issue with people going 40-60mph past my house and messing around with their cell phones, coffee, and things like that. There are people who do walk on the streets. There is a daycare right next to us. I’m hoping it doesn’t take something tragic happing for something to be done. There is a sign when you first turn onto East Center St. above the auto body shop. And right by Haircut Hill coming east. Is it possible for a couple more to be put in? I would just like to know. There has been law enforcement, probably twice within the last 3 months. I didn’t have to look out to realize that they were there because traffic was going slow enough to see what the vehicle was as it was going by. I just wanted to address that again.

Brandon Evans at 360 1st Street SE: pretty much just the same story you guys have heard my times. Still getting trash in the yard, still finding glass, metal. All sorts of stuff in the street. I’ve got 2 bags here, (showing council) the larger bag is all the stuff picked up from the road, a bunch of bolts, plastic pieces, metal, glass, lots of stuff in there including weed packaging, found a bike out by our house, got a little package here, a little sunset sherbet weed package here. We smelt weed in the people's cars that are working there. These are the guys driving machinery, that has gone through the yard multiple times. We are still having semi-trucks drive through the corner. It’s a continuing problem. This is honestly a huge upgrade (showing the bags) from what we had before, this can now all fit in the bag, At least it’s getting better. But its continued to stay the same. I’ve gotten the finger from employees leaving when I am coming come from work. I’m sure they are not happy that I’m complaining about the issues. But I don’t feel that we need to keep picking up trash out of our yard every time before we mow. We shouldn’t have to go around and pick up another business’ junk. Shouldn’t be having to pick up glass off the street. When we walk the dog, it’s not just walking the dog, it hey, let’s see how much trash we can find on the street. Yah, so I wanted to address that because it hasn’t really changed much. Still having trucks drive through our yard like I said. I don’t know if we could put up post or something. Jean had something at her house, those were knocked over again recently. Something needs to change.  Thank you. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: asked if Brandon is sharing comments with Township as well. Brandon: They said they wouldn’t do anything until the MPCA report comes back. 

Roger Wells at 140 6th LN NE: I have two different areas to talk about tonight. One is streets, other is Cross Town Auto. Regarding streets, On Center Street up to 6th LN. the weeds are getting high in the ditch. We would appreciate it if it could be put on the city’s maintenance schedule. They usually cut those once a year, I suppose they are waiting for closer to Gold Rush. It gets high, visibility is not real good going up the road. It would be appreciated. Second thing I would appreciate is if the City could repaint the strips in front of post office. I almost got wiped out by cars the other day, the cars are not obeying those pedestrian stripes. It might help if they were repainted, so they are brighter. Someone is going to get clipped there. The cars speed up when they get to that part. The next section regarding Cross Town Auto. I missed the last couple monthly meetings but it seems that a couple of months ago there is some minutes that refer to some legal consult, planning of meeting with the sheriff. I think the following month there is notes that the meeting did take place with the sheriff. I’m interested, and I think the residents would be interested. So, what happened as to the result of that meeting? I understand that we have sent more than the required 3 notices to Cross Town Auto about the use of their building. Maybe seven (7) notices. I’m questioning if any fines have been assessed yet? It seems to me that we can all kind of figure out where this is going to go. It will probably wind up in court. If the City has assessed some fines, it seems to me that it strengthens the cities position, that they are attempting to enforce their own ordinances, rather than just walking into court. Cross Town Auto probably has deeper pockets then the City does. So, this would be a cat and mouse game playing who has got the most money to stall out this event until someone finally gives in. Thank you.

Lori Novak at 970 Woodlands LN SE: First and foremost, thank you to the Mayor, City Council members, Sandy and Rebecca for all you do for our City. It is very much appreciated. My concern is for safety. In the event that there is a major accident or incident at the intersection of MN Ave and Cedar Ave SE that would block traffic, we are all in a situation where all of Cedar Woodlands, River Park, downtown and even people coming through will need to turn around and head north, to the overpass near Oronoco Online Auctions, cross over to Lake Shady Ave and head south to 100th. This will be the only way for us to enter onto HWY 52. That is about a 5 to 5 ½ mile trip to get out of town. The M1 property on the west side of 52 along Lake Shady, are in a different situation, if something were to happen on any of those roads, residents have the option of turning down Cty Rd 18 to 100th to get out of town to head south. My point is by having this zoned as M1 we are increasing the possibility of an accident on MN Ave and Cedar Center Ave, especially during winter months when the road conditions come into play. In closing, I am asking the City Council to deny this rezoning request and uphold the P&Z unanimous decision to deny this request. Thank you very much.

Travis Drucker at 960 Woodlands LN SE: Before I start I would like to say thank to the Mayor, City  Council, Sandy, Rebecca for all their time, patience, persistence over the last couple of weeks. We appreciate your effort and dedication. Honorable City Council members I ask you to support the findings of the decision to deny the B-2 to M1 zoning request for the parcel on outlot B. Spot zoning a cold storage facility next to a residential area directly, negatively, affects the future growth of SE Oronoco. Especially when Oronoco is on the cusp of implementing a regional sewer treatment facility. (Council had questioned if Travis was reading his letter from the public hearing. He had not been. Councilor Trish Shields apologized for the interruption.) If the cold storage facility is built on the proposed lot, I’m concerned landowners/developers will not wish to build homes in the surrounding area due to safety concerns, increased traffic, lack of sidewalks, lack of bicycles lanes, lack of traffic lanes, lack of traffic lights, missing shoulders, insufficient turn lanes and potential leaks from the refrigeration system. It will significantly increase the noise pollution and light pollution, finally surrounding property would decrease in value. These are valid concerns of residents both near and far. Concerned that an M-1 rezone from B-2 could lead to a slippery slope. Further the cold storage facility size and site plan are not set at this time. After the rezoning, the property developer could expand. The property in question is 467 feet wide and the current proposed facility is only 210 feet wide. The developer could easily double the size of the facility, maintain the setbacks, and still have feet to spare. This is a valid concern because the property owner recently requested to square off the northeast corner of the property. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Brian Button at 940 Woodlands LN SE: I’m the current HOA president for Cedar Woodlands II association. First off, I want to thank all of you for your time, commitment to this city and your efforts to make sure that we live in a community that we all love and enjoy. We appreciate your time and effort. They are appreciated. At the Planning and Zoning committee last week, I offered up that the citizens of Oronoco be open to working toward a solution that is mutually beneficial for all parties. In the spirit of starting down that path, yesterday four of us from Cedar Woodlands II had the pleasure to meet with Mr. Gauthier in person. He was kind enough to give us more than thirty minutes of his time to better understand his point of view and hopefully understand ours. The meeting was cordial. I believe both of us learned from each other. So, I want to say thank you, Tom, for your time. We express that we would have loved to start this dialog with him months ago. During the discussion, we mentioned several times that there are various DMC resources that were identified to help bring business into the community surrounding Rochester. Mr. Gauthier expressed because he is 74 years old, that he wanted to get the land sold and if his proposal didn’t go through he would look to the surrounding properties to work with an exchange out of the Twin Cities to find a buyer for not only the land in question but all the surrounding property as well.  Sadly, Mr. Gauthier doesn’t want to wait for something that also the citizens of Oronoco could rally around. At the end of the meeting, we left the door open to future development discussion, if he is willing. With the zoning remain at B-2, I and other members of the Cedar Woodlands are open to working on a common solution that won't jeopardize long-term economic growth, safety of Oronoco residents, and doesn’t include spot zoning. This is not in the best interest for Oronoco’s long-term plan. In closing, I am asking the City Council vote to deny the zoning request and uphold the planning and zoning unanimous decision to deny this request. Thank you for your time.
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I appreciate your time meeting with Tom as well.

Seng Vang at 890 Woodlands LN SE: First of all, I also want to thank all my neighbors and echoing all of you for your service to this community. We really appreciate the time and the work that you do to create a beautiful City that we can love. Tonight, I ask that you uphold the Planning and Zoning committee’s recommendation to deny this rezone. This rezone will be short sided for the City and bad for our neighborhood, when you evaluate this zoning change, over the long term. This rezone will bring in an industrial building, that will be the first structure to greet residents and visitors as they enter our city. This business will include semi traffic that will make it dangerous for walkers in the neighborhood and our children. Winter driving conditions for semi-trucks will also be difficult, if not outright dangerous turning onto MN Ave. This leads me to question if the City engineer has evaluated the impact of this change in zoning on our streets and other environmental impacts. I urge you all to hear this message from me and the overwhelming number of Oronoco residents who are building our families and lives here and are passionately opposed to this rezone request. Please vote no tonight. Thank you.

Jamie Rothe at 990 Cedar Pt LN SE: like many, I’d like to thank you all for your time and commitment to improving our community. What I wanted to mention is a few things tonight. First, with my current professional role, it provides me an opportunity to work with a lot of resources. At the P&Z meeting, I mentioned CEDA, MN Extension, and MN SE Together. Since the P&Z committee, I did have a chance to speak with CEDA again and dive a little bit deeper into our current conversation that we are having in our community. Ryland and I spoke too. I wanted to share the rumors this evening. Their recommendation is that we don’t want to attract development before we have an updated strategic plan for growth that is in place for our community. They believe in building a collective plan together with all stakeholders. So, landowners, community members, current business owners. They believe to build a strong strategic plan wanting to identify priorities as a community together. They recommend building and creating a marketing plan for us to market our region together. And then a work plan where we assign roles and responsibilities from there. They did lay out a framework to say what their recommendations would be. First is to form a small workgroup to kind of build a step by step timeline for how they do this. They kick off a series of workshops and focus groups and data. I also mentioned that I think there is a lot in that plan we could use for growth in our region. There is a new plan that will be approved next week for the transportation plan, including how it connects to the regional transportation plan, that Oronoco has an opportunity to leverage. I just wanted to share that information tonight. I think that it’s important that we spend some time building a strategic plan before we move forward with development and changing rezoning in our community. That’s all I have. Thank you.

Phil Halverson at 930 Woodlands LN SE: You did get a letter from us as well, from myself and my wife, Ann. So, I am not going to review those points. Making one point here, that we ask that you, City Council, to support the Planning Commission’s recommendation to deny this application to change to M1. To keep eyes on the longer-term interest of the residents. Thank you.

My name is Tom Gauthier, I represent Land and Cattle Company, which is in Oronoco. I am here to talk about the Cedar Woodlands zoning request and in support of that. I have talked to some of you, the council members, by phone and some with meeting and I do understand the positions that you expressed. But I don’t think you are receiving very accurate information from Planning and Zoning. And for that, I want to take the findings of fact Planning and Zoning came up with. 1) Proposed zoning does not line with current or future land use. The current land use plan, it shows no future proposed M1 land. We don’t know where to go. This application is consistent with other M1 zoned areas within Oronoco. This application uses the required step-down buffers to R1 property that many of the other smaller places do not. 2) Creates spot zoning. There is no land use plan that provides M1 zoning. All the current M1 zones, including Peoples Co-Op, were established by spot zoning. You’ve created other spot zoning plans. Some will show up on the map over there (addressing the maps on the wall in council chambers) and some don’t show up on the map. All these were created at the request of the developers for the developer's purpose. This one doesn’t differ from that. It is interesting to note that including M1 zoning in the ordinance and not providing a land use plan that allows for M1 use is exclusionary zoning. And that practice can be illegal. 3) The proposed zoning would limit commercial business. It is my understanding that that item was not discussed at the meeting. None of the representatives I had at the meeting heard that discussion. 4) is the significant neighbor concerns. Yes, there was significant neighbor concerns. I met with some of the neighbors. I meet with Ryan. Through Facebook, I have communicated a lot more. They have a stance for ‘no approval’. But I can address their concerns, the truck traffic, the safety, the kids in the street, the joggers, all this kind of thing. The truck traffic is confined to the west end of Cedar Center Ave., it’s 1000 feet from any of the homes. That is where the truck traffic will be. The is no truck traffic allowed in the residential areas. Cedar Center Ave. is not the gateway to Cedar Woodlands. It was built by me to serve the commercial business in Cedar Woodlands III. It’s a public street donated to the City. But that’s the purpose of that street. To help with the concern of the residents, I’ve offered to build a bike path, all along Cedar Center Ave and extend that to MN Ave. for the joggers. So, this would help with that concern for truck traffic. The view of the building was another thing. This building is 460 feet away from the nearest home and much more than that for most of the other homes. We are offering on the plan very generous landscape buffers and we also have step-down zoning of R2 between the building and any r1 properties. This is not adjacent to any R1 property. Noise was another issue. The facility was planned to be quite, placed away from the homes. It will be rare that trucks will stay overnight. The plan is that trucks will bring in full loads of product and then leave with mixed loads of product for delivery. There was a concern about the truck traffic, it is 22 trucks a day, not 44 trucks a day. It is a lot less than what was presented. 5) The road infrastructure may not support traffic. Now again, that was not discussed at the meeting. But the road was built to handle heavy truck traffic. It was to handle the fuel trucks going into Gas N’ Go. MN Ave. is classed as a major urban arterial road. Any requirements for the intersection would get addressed by the County at the time of permitting. Finally, I believe there are several questionable and possibly legal actions taken in this application. I am asking for a fair and unbiased consideration for this application. I don’t want to take it any further than that but there are other legal considerations. I’d be happy to answer any other questions.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: This is the end of speakers assigned tonight. 3rd call for Public Forum.

Leanne Lokken at 1075 Riverwood LN: I was here last month to talk about the mowing of the weeds on River Bend. Subsequent emails went back and forth. I had reassurance from Rebecca and Sandy that the developer had been talked to and that mowing would happen last week. Mowing partially happened last week. The upper lots were mowed, the sewer mound lot was not mowed, trimming wasn’t done around the edges, it was whatever he could reach with his big tractor machine. John the neighbor on the corner has a triangle leased that wasn’t mowed. And then down in the lower fields, all Mr. Meier did was take his tractor down towards the pond, make one loop around the whole entire deal and that was it. So, the whole lower field is still this high (raiser her hand up to her waist indicating the height of the weeds) in thistles and everything else. 2nd item, last week, the Thursday, they cut down a whole bunch of trees all during the week. They had big brush piles over there, mainly pine, and they chose that windy hot day to start them on fire and left them unattended. There is high flame and sparking pine and no one was there watching it. Don’t know if it’s going to continue or what the rules are on burning that debris out there. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I will have City staff follow up with the developer.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: 3rd call

Bernie Sheehan from Kellogg, owner of the R1 land by the proposed rezone. Just a couple quick comments. As the City goes forward with sewer and water plans, looks like the main plan is to go south, so Oronoco and Oronoco Township should be working together as the plan goes forward. So, my cautionary thoughts are, whatever you do with this area here, not only affects me, but the City has got to be careful not to have something happen like Rochester in the warehouse district, and Minneapolis, and stuff as you go forward. You need stormwater retention, maybe with the sewer and water plan, you might want to be putting in storm sewers. The whole plan might get a little more extensive address issue. As you think about zoning right now, it almost seems to me that the City probably really needs a comprehensive plan, group, study or whatever, going forward to make sure you don’t all of a sudden end up with a warehouse district inside of something that you don’t want to really make sense down the road, five years from now or whatever. As you go forward with the sewer it’s hard to say, just what until you have a complete plan in place where it might end up looking at and all of a sudden say, why we’d let that go. Just be careful. Thanks.

Mayor Ryland Eichhorst closed Public Forum at 7:37 pm.

IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Meeting Minutes: FYI
2. Runs:  2 (6/4 Fire alarm, 5/29 Trailer roll-over with OFR)
3. Cain Dolan completed FFII certification
4. Annual truck maintenance/pump service occurring this month from Fire Safety. Average cost $750-1000 per vehicle depending on if repairs are needed. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to allow up to $8500, which is budgeted to cover vehicle inspection and service, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; Councilor Trish Shields friendly amend - see that while we are paying, to notify the company, to get prior council approval before work. 2nd year with no approval and it is required. The motion passed 5-0.

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Meeting Minutes: FYI  
2. Runs: 10; 7 township, 3 city 
3. 2 pagers with charging docks and 5-year warranty: $2000. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the 2 pagers with charging docks for $2000, Councilor Trish Shields second; motion passed 5-0.

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 

E. PERSONNEL:  
1. Window permit - add as a requirement (building inspector recommendation). Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to include in our building permits that window permits are required per building inspector recommendation, Councilor Trish Shields second for discussion; discussion on permits and cost. Councilor Beau Hanenberger and Councilor Carl Krause disagree with needing a permit for windows. Councilor Beau Hanenberger made a motion to table; Mayor Ryland Eichhorst informed council that a motion was already on the table. Opposed 5-0. The motion did not pass. Council recommended that City Staff come back with more background information with fees, etc.
2. CD; $250,000: 1 year .72% and 2 years .89%. (Money is in the general fund and will be put in our investment fund.) Councilor Trish Shields motioned, just had an increase by federal, propose $200,000 from the general fund, invest it for 1 year, and then wait for 6 months, up to a year, for the next federal increase and at that point take an additional $200,000 and invest it for 2 years, that way our funds are staggard to optimize the investment. Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; 5-0 approved.

F.  ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS (voice vote)
1. Ordinance 2018-5: Cedar Woodlands Rezone. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst gave the background on the proposed rezone: 2 parcels (R2 and B2) to M1. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst asked for a motion. Councilor Carl Krause started to make a motion to deny the rezone application request. Attorney Mike Flaherty: Excuse me, sorry Carl. If you vote to deny, in the packet there is an ordinance, 2018-5 is to approve. That’s how you have to do a rezone. It is a legislative act if you are going to approve an ordinance. If you are going to deny the decision, Councilor Carl Krause was about to make that motion, I ask that you should do that. You have to make a written zoning determination sent to the applicant, sent to the property owner applying for the rezone, I ask that you just make the motion, something like this, to authorize the mayor and city clerk to sign a resolution to deny the rezoning request and stating the findings of fact of the city council. You would have to make the finding of facts as to why the factual basis for why you are denying it. There were findings of fact in the planning and zoning, so you could adopt those, or change those, or adopt some, or add some. The motion should be to include certain findings of fact as the legal basis for why couldn’t I, it should be done by resolution. We don’t have a resolution in the packet, but you can authorize the mayor and clerk to sign such a resolution. (Discussion between Mike and Ryland to clarify. Denial is a resolution. Pass is an ordinance.) Councilor Carl Krause motioned to deny the zoning ordinance, Councilor Trish Shields second; Councilor Beau Hanenberger went over what was discussed at the P&Z meeting and what the finding of facts were. We recommended to council to deny. Finding of fact. 1) It does, in fact, not in line with our current land use map. It never has. It is one of the reasons we decided. 2) Proposed zoning creates spot zoning. You know this is a tough one. Nobody in this town wants to spot zone. P&Z does everything we cannot spot zone. It’s not to say that there hasn’t been something in the past, or who knows what, but we are trying to make things all in unison. This would create spot zoning, especially in that area. 3) The proposed zoning would limit commercial business. This was discussed and would develop, that is our impression, it would be tough in there. 4) Significant neighborhood concerns over noise and safety were presented. 5) Road infrastructure may not support traffic. Referring to Cedar Ave. I would also like to go into a couple other things. I will tie my own set into this too, for this discussion. We were asked at P&Z to discuss whether we wanted this to be zoned M1 or keep it at B2, we were not supposed to decide whether we wanted 44 semis, 22 semi’s, or one semi. We decided if we want this land to be M1 or not M1. There is all this discussion over all these extra things that shouldn’t be in the equation right now. Is it M1 or not M1. It still is with our finding of facts. That area is not designed for M1. That’s why P&Z did that. I personally believe this is not good for the City. It’s just not. It’s not the right location. We want this, we would love to have it here, Mr. Gauthier is right, it is hard to find a decent spot in Oronoco. P&Z discussed that as well. P&Z also recommended the following: 1) Encourage the neighborhood association to work with the developer to identify and pursue opportunities for the area. Which has subsequently occurred or started. 2) City consider forming a task force around business development. 3) For the City to work with People’s Co-Op and the developer to identify potential opportunities to locate a facility in Oronoco. This may include annexing land for the development of an industrial park. With regards to the CEDA, I don’t know how many people are aware of this, we did have a CEDA grant awarded about 2 years ago. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we did an economic design day in 2016. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: so, a lot of this ties in with what CEDA came in and did this stuff. There is a significant cost. There finding was, yes, we do need to come up with strategic plans and figure out how the city wants to go, especially with the possibility of sewer coming in. It will be lengthy and costly as well. The small slice in the land, that was squared off at the last meeting, as of right now is still R-2. To comment personally, Mr. Gauthier stated that he feels that this was not fair and unbiased. We took an oath. P&Z, we all meet, and we can’t be subjective. We have to keep an open mind. I honestly feel that we have. We have listened to both sides, we listened to everybody. We didn’t make any decisions beforehand. It is not fit for our town at that location. I shared at P&Z a side note about the semi’s being in town. My personal thought is that one pulled out in front of me, ran a stop sign at 2nd Ave last week and if I wouldn’t have slammed on my breaks, who knows what would happen to me, my wife, and my daughter. I just imagine any kind of truck traffic coming out of that up there, with it being industrial, I can’t imagine. We’d have to drive 30mph out there. Who wants to do that. I don’t. Councilor Trish Shields: We’ve heard from the community on both sides and I honestly just, I don’t feel it is a good fit for that particular neighborhood. I do think there are other spots, other locations. I do think, we have got the land use on our radar. I think we need to continue to look at that more closely because I think this is not going to be the only time. This has repeated itself, but I do not think this is the only time we are going to be approached with this and I think we need to have better land use ideas and a plan set up so that it is pretty clear for the residents as well as our selves, where we should be with this stuff. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I have a couple comments. I recognize and respect everybody’s opinion here. We receive about 24 letters and phone calls and texts. There is a lot of issues that have gone and emotions that have gone into this. I do think though, that the P&Z, I don’t quite agree with all the findings of fact, in my opinion for a couple of reasons. Our future land use plan is out of date and doesn’t reflect what is currently zoned and we have asked P&Z to look at that. We all have verbal ideas, a verbal understanding of B2, M1. But there is just a lot of things that could help improve that; I know we asked P&Z to update the future land use map as well. At the same time, if you look at our 2006 comprehensive plan for commercial development, we recognize the status of that, but the commercial development right now is noted to be within one (1) square mile of the interchange of 112, essentially the highway 52 interchange. Essentially it is 4 sections around HWY 52, from 3rd Ave SW to the east side just past the MN 100th St. interchange. From the south it is a half mile to the south of 100th St. and north to Cedar Point Rd.; makes up the majority of that grey area. The comprehensive plan we have in place identifies that as a commercial area. It doesn’t specify M1, B2, just commercial in general. So my concern is, there are some land use plans that allow it to be commercially developed. Granted the comprehensive plan does not reference M2, or B2, or whatever, it’s just commercial in the description. Since that time, we have updated the future land use, I think in 2011, and even that one is not up to date either. My point is that we need to follow our comprehensive plans, they have purpose, and that’s the reason we asked Stantec, earlier this year, to commission a study to update our future land use plan, we asked P&Z, but asked Stantec to help with the outline/guidline for the comprehensive plan by the end of this year. That’s great, we are doing that. The spot zoning is not illegal. There has been a lot of references in our emails and on Facebook saying that it is illegal. In the LMC documents, it’s identified as: should be avoided but is not illegal. If you look at the spot zoning within the City of Oronco, the majority of our zoning today is all spot zoning. Whether it is M1 next to residential, whether it is People’s, whether it is Bob’s Construction down on Lake Shady Ave., that’s spot zoning. We also have buildings along 5th street NW, that’s spot zoning. Oronoco auto parts is spot zoning. Previous  Planning and Zoning, previous Council members, spot zoning is what happened here in Oronoco. Is it right, no, probably not. But to a developer, in the case of Mr. Gauthier, he is seeing spot zoning from the stand point of how we are doing it, from the City, I’m sure he looked at that and aks why should this be a problem with mine? Because we have allowed it earlier. There is also comment about M1 being next to residential areas, it is located throughout Rochester, in particular, 2 areas. It is not unique. I agree it’s to be avoided. In our case here, we had a buffer zone of R2 to residential of R1 plus a tree barrier as well. The noise and safety is a valid point. Trucks are only allowed on the west end on Cedar Center. It takes 20-25 second for a truck driving on that road to get to the enterance. I can appreciate the intersection of MN Ave and Cedar Center, but at the same time, trucks are prevalent. They are going to be there now and will be there in the future with anything that develops. I agree that it's not relative, it was just about zoning M1. Last fact finding was the road infrastructure. I don’t see that as being a rezoning request. But P&Z chose to put it in there, I don’t think that has anything to do with M1 zoning. That is between the developers. Last but not least is what was presented with the proposal of a concept of 16 employees and families. Those are jobs provided for the community. Warehouse workers have a modest income that supports the family and something that will be missed here as well. Whether I vote in support of it or deny it, I think it’s more important, in my opionion, that we have a unanimous vote, I will objectively vote to deny it, but I do think there is a lot of things we can do to improve our P&Z operating and how we go about doing zoning requests. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: I  respectfully disagree with what you're saying about our future land use map, Ryland. Its figured for Commercial not industrial. Were talking apples and oranges here. If we are going to make industrial, we need a section somewhere. Not split off the side somewhere that is already existing. I understand that is not a lot of room for anything, that’s a given, we all know that. This is one of the hardest things to find. P&Z has been tring to do…we had a guy come down and meet with us, Phil came from Stantec, and we talked about it. The problem is is that P&Z meets once a month. We have a tremendous plate every single month of trying to get stuff done. It’s nearly impossible for P&Z to do all this. And we have mentioned that. So we had Phil come down and we talked about it. We could spend up to $100,000 on a future land use plan. Oronoco can’t afford that. We discussed several months ago that it’s something we definently want to work on because we need to. We understand that but at a much lighter level to fix problems and like I said before, get that general opportunity of where does the City want to build. We have to be very careful of what we want to do in this city. If we get sewer coming in, in my opinion, everyone will want to come to this city, which is great, were going to want all sorts of stuff, the opportunity will be wide open but for some that know will will have only approximately 200,000 gallons of available growth before that plant, which ever option we go with, is full so there is a lot of different options and that can fill up fairly quick from what we learned in the Water and Sewer meeting. So Oronoco really needs to be strategic coming up with a plan so we do get the development that we want and it does benefit the City. Councilor Carl Krause: we need people involved. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: It’s so daunting for P&Z to do all this because we do only meet once. We are all volunteers, minus me and Carl, which are on P&Z. They are just average citizens coming in. It just takes so long to do one little thing. We have been working, I think for 3 months, just trying to do some, our table chart for ordinance changes and finally just about got that cleaned up. Any time we are asked to do something takes us 3 or 4 months to get something done, so that’s were the frustration comes in. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I understand that. We appreciate the volunteers we do have and the ones who are thinking about joining too. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: It’s just something you can’t fix over night. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I know the comprehensive plan, we are waiting for a report back about the cost of that too. Attorney Mike Flaherty: To clarify, the vote is to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to make a resolution to deny the CW Rezone including the finding of facts P&Z had, 5-0 voice vote all aye. Ordinance 2018-5 denied – using Resolution 2018-11 for denial including P&Z findings of fact.
2. 600 Ordinance Business and Manufacturing Revisions. Tabled.
3. Resolution 2018-8 Vacating Drainage Easement. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve Resolution 2018-8 Casey’s Vacating Drainage Easement, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; voice vote 5-0 all aye. Resolution 2018-8 approved.
4. Resolution 2018-9 Lot Split at 240 2nd Ave NE. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to approve Resolution 2018-9 Lot Split, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; voice vote 5-0 all aye. Resolution 2018-9 passed.
5. Resolution 2018-10 Fire Relief Donation $1000 Fireworks. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the 1st Responders donation, Councilor Carl Krause second; voice vote 5-0 all aye. Resolution 2018-10 passed.
6. Resolution 2018-11 Establishment of Tax Increment Financing.
7. Resolution 2018-12 Calling Public on Proposed Business Subsidy.
 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst,  
1. Meeting Minutes: June 11, 2018 (FYI)

H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Katie Dudley, Chair 
1. Meeting Minutes:  June 4, 2018 (FYI)
2. Camping spots down below have been removed, there will be no rough camping. That area is still being developed. May open briefly for Gold Rush for overflow.

I. COMMUNITY CENTER

J. PUBLIC WORKS 

K. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Street Reviews & Recommendations. Engineer Joe Palen gave a brief review of areas in need of repair. There are areas where Public Works staff would address with their equipment and time. $18,500 for crack fill cost (5 areas). The contractor would fill cracks until they meet that threshold and we will take what is remaining at a later date. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Street CIP has $31,000 and 20 plus in the General Fund. Councilor Carl Krause feels that everything should be bided and then decided. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to proceed with the estimate of $32,642.17, paid with $26,000 Street CIP and $6,650 from the General Fund, motion to pay up to $32,650. Engineer Joe Palen said he will solicit quotes and bring it back to confirm what we want to do. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Amend to approve to solicit quotes, Councilor Trish Shields second; discussion about where the township lines are and making sure they know that as well. Councilor Carl Krause: Just so everyone knows, me, you, Joe and Dan went out to study the roads. It took 4 hours to review the roads. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: Do we have a list of what is one for next year? Joe suggested getting a pavement management plan together for the next 10 years so council can budget with informed information. 5-0 approved.
2. Striping: $.42 per linear foot. Table to come back with more information and cost. There are different types of striping. Councilor Beau Hanenberger would like to see reflective lines. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we could look at just doing the center line vs outside lines. Engineer Joe Palen said to think of crosswalks and bike lanes and curves. Councilor Trish Shields would like to see bike lane marked and would like to go through the DNR for a grant.

L. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes:  June 14, 2018 (FYI) 
 
M. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  June 12, 2018 (FYI)
2. Riverwood Hills looping (water fund & WAC /SAC fund). Bring back to July meeting.
3. SWP Competitive Grant: city match $6,688.31. It's not an actual generator, just the hookup. Public Works Dan: The reason why I pulled this grant is that we have no backup for either well. It gives us the ability, once the wellhead protection plan is completed, to put a generator in. Right now, we have nothing. This would give us the ability to rent a generator and hook it up.  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned that we use our Water Fund to match the $6,688.31, Councilor Trish Shields second; 5-0 approved.
4.  Sewer Project Update - bonding money. June 28th Public Information meeting at 6:30 pm.
5. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: I forgot to do this. With the council’s permission, I did not add this to the agenda, but I would like to approve Lori Neu as our new member for our Water and Sewer committee, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; 5-0 passed.
VIII. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
1. Resident request to install 4 way stop signs;(Riverpark Rd & 5th Street SE). Resident Dana Bergner helped explain the intersection in question. Engineer Joe Palen: typically adding where you would not expect them it’s common practice, it's residential, it's no different than other intersections in the City. Cities shy away from doing this even with safety concerns. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to deny the request; if people are speeding, I understand the safety concern, knock on the resident’s door. Resident Dana Bergner stated that it is UPS and FedEx usually speeding. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second. Councilor Carl Krause said to petition other residents in the neighborhood, we should do this for safety. If it is only one person, well… Councilor Trish Shields said she has witnessed little traffic and has not witnessed this. Engineer Joe Palen suggested additional enforcement. Not having a speed limit sign is normal. Councilor Carl Krause naye, passed 4-1. City staff will respond back to the resident and let the sheriff know. Councilor Trish Shields stated to call FedEx. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst said he has seen buses speeding and called it in.
2. Illusions: fire hydrant requirement. Engineer Joe Palen addressing his letter to Illusions. #1) fire hydrant. 200-300 feet not sprinkled. The other building is sprinkled. C.H Robinson, Casey’s, it is consistent. Fire Department supports to install. Developer cost is $7500. It could be something that happened because the developer started without an approved work plan. Fire protection is important. (Discussion on sprinkler vs hydrant). Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned not requiring the developer to put the hydrant in. Councilor Carl Krause second; Councilor Trish Shields: I agree but with other future business coming, P&Z should update the ordinance for fire hydrant connection. 5-0 approved. #2) zoning code for a developer for M1 and provided landscaping. What is appropriate or expectation? 4.6 acres there. 2.1 acres of that is green space. Councilor Trish Shields would like to see more green and make it feel not so commercial. Councilor Carl Krause: you pay to be visible with commercial property. See the trouble as the trees grow, buckles payment, along with other issues. Councilor Trish Shields: I do get that, but there are trees that don’t have big root systems so there is not this big concrete safe. Engineer Joe Palen is asking for guides because Noble is working on their landscape plan and it would help guide them too. Discussion continued. Landscaping will be tabled till next month for more thought. We would like to see a landscaping plan be brought to city staff, so they may pass that onto Council. #3) fence around RV and camper storage. Consider vinyl coated fence like around the solar. To be consistent. Councilor Trish Shields motioned, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; Discussion on why was this not brought to P&Z? Engineer Joe Palen: it’s a site plan, not a development. 5-0 approved. (Clarification on fencing with AB Systems. City Staff will respond back to developer accordingly.)
3. Olmsted County Maintenance Agreement. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the Olmsted County Maintenance Agreement, Mayor Ryland Eichhorst second; passed 5-0.

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Southbound City Sign: estimates. $8038. $1800 has been donated from Gold Rush. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to use the Investment Fund money in the amount of $6500 for the sign, along with the donation from Gold Rush to cover the cost for the welcome sign, Councilor Trish Shields second; discussion on size. 5-0 passed.
2. MnDOT sign. Councilor Trish Shields has not heard anything. Tabled.
3. Comp Plan & FLUP. Engineer Joe Palen gave an update. PFA is willing to participate in the cost of that. Grant funding may or may not be available. You should choose to pull back until the sewer decision has been made. Would have more answers to questions after the sewer plan has been decided. Rochester would decrease things with the MOU.
4. Oronoco Auto; complaints, non-compliant operations. The city received a letter from Cross Town Auto/Oronoco Auto Parts from their lawyer. City Attorney Mike Flaherty put together a memorandum. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst (addressing Council): You have all had a chance to review the letter. We have two options to proceed with. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to proceed with option one outlined in the memorandum, (option 1 in the memorandum is as follows: Pursue Enforcement of the City Code. To enforce its zoning regulations against Oronoco Auto, the first step would be to send a letter to Oronoco Auto explaining the opinions contained in this memorandum and demanding that all automobile recycling cease and desist immediately and that Oronoco Auto not use the furnace currently installed. The letter should clearly explain that if these demands are not complied with, the City will pursue all legal remedies available, including seeking civil injunctive relief and/or pursue criminal prosecution. If such letter is not complied with, the City would then commence criminal prosecution against Oronoco Auto’s owners and/or commence a civil lawsuit to enjoin Oronoco Auto from continuing to engage in activities prohibited by the City’s zoning regulations. – Along with option 1, the City directed the request for a zoning determination from Larkin Hoffmann to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a recommendation.) Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: Do any council members see a reason why they cannot vote on this? Councilor Carl Krause: No, no I don’t. I have nothing to do with Oronoco Auto. The only thing I know is the two owners names. I don’t own the car lot (referencing CJ Auto Sales in Pine Island, MN), my son owns the car lot. I haul cars down there (referring to Oronoco Auto). I see no reason that there is any conflict with me. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: hearing that and documenting it, I will call for the vote. 5-0 approved.

X. NEW BUSINESS 
 
XI. CONSENT AGENDA* 
Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the Consent Agenda, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion passed 5-0.

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 405 2nd Ave SW							remodel
2. 595 River Park Place SE				new construction

B. TASK LIST; updated

C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting:  5-15-2018

D. FINANCIALS
1. Pine Island Account Summaries
2. Budget:  available at the office for review.
3. Accounts Payable 
4. Account Receipts 

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to adjourn the meeting, Councilor Trish Shields second; Oronoco Auto’s attorney asked to know what was in the memorandum. Attorney Mike Flaherty stated that he would contact him. All in favor, motion carried 5-0. The Regular City Council meeting closed at 9:08 pm.







_______________________________			______________________________
Mayor													Clerk
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