October 16, 2018 Regular CC Meeting

City of Oronoco
Tuesday, October 16, 2018
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm

 CALL TO ORDER
Acting Mayor, Councilor Trish Shields called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm

I.  ROLL CALL
Present: Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Councilor Carl Krause, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Attorney Mike Flaherty, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire
Absent: Mayor Ryland Eichhorst 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; passed 4-0.

III.  PUBLIC FORUM 
No public comment. 
Councilor Trish Shields closed public forum at 7:04 pm.

IV.  DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Meeting Minutes (FYI)
2. Runs:  2 (10/3 Motorcycle MVA by Tilly’s, 9/20 storm spotting)
3. Got IBM grant for $2000 for the relief association; waiting on the check (FYI)
4. Resignations: Brett Whetstone, Jaimen Wilson, Erik Imme. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the resignations of Brett Whetstone, Jaimen Wilson, and Erik Imme from the Fire Department, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; passed 4-0.

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Meeting Minutes (FYI)    
2. 6 Runs: 3 Township and 3 City
3. 4 pagers, approx. $4000. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the four (4) pagers for $4000, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; passed 4-0.
 
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 

E. PERSONNEL: canceled.

F.  ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS (voice vote)
1. Resolution 2018-22 Calling for a Public Hearing on Assessment Delinquent Water Bills. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to set the public hearing for 7 pm on November 20th, 2018, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; voice vote all ayes, passed 4-0.
Resolution 2018-23 CUP for 1190 Riverwood Dr. SW; Riverwood Studio Arts. Councilor Carl Krause: we were all in favor of it at P&Z and the owner stated that she was going to keep the traffic down. Seems like a good fit. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: I brought up the parking concerns. It was brought up with one of the letters that the resident addressed. No one else shared the concern I did, so I didn’t push it at the meeting. I think there is a serious issue with the parking and traffic in relation to River Bend going in as well. When River Bend was going in, it was such turmoil with the residents about the traffic, it's almost revisiting that back again that I was thinking there would be more opposition. Are homeowners further down not aware and is that why we are not getting feedback? There are traffic concerns with her classes. It's up to 16 people per class. I asked her about the vehicles. She said there is probably about 12. We need a plan. The CUP stays with the land. It’s our job to make sure we get all the facts out. Councilor Trish Shields feels the need to go through the conditions that could or could not exist. We need to establish the facts. Criteria one (1) states that the establishment or operation will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, or general welfare and is not contrary to established standards, regulations, or Codes of other governmental agencies. Does the HOA not have an issue? Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire stated that she just heard from Steve McNamara by email which he stated that the HOA had no concerns. Councilor Trish Shields: Going back to safety, going back a year ago when we visited the River Bend subdivision, there were a lot of hostile remarks regarding that area. I have comments from Ms. Lokken and Mrs. Pearson, who herself agreed that there are problems with the traffic. The concerns being too sharp of a turn, safety for residents walking and driving, obstacles in the road, and the concern of the sun blinding that corner. I don’t think it’s a good fit. It duly restricts the enjoyment of another on criteria number three (3). There is more traffic coming in because of this business. They are parking on the street, creating an obstacle themselves. I honestly feel kids are at risk to get hurt here. Criteria number six (6) road access and adequate parking, there is no onsite parking, that’s why they are parking on the road. Criteria number seven (7) adequate measures being taken. I am not aware of any. So far nothing is happening. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to deny the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the property at 1190 Riverwood Dr. SW, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second for discussion. (Discussion: Councilor Beau Hanenberger stated that he can see it both ways. This is great for the community. I’m all for having stuff like this. I was looking more for conditions as far as the parking on the street. It is dangerous there. Can they carpool in? Or parking in that area? There has to be some other way of doing that to limit the cars. I agree that It’s extremely dangerous on that corner with that hill and the new homes. I'm skeptical to pass this as residents are not here. This is a large issue. Councilor Carl Krause: we notified the residents within 350 feet. We can’t go out begging people to come, that’s beyond our limit. I agree about not parking on the street, but we followed the law and notified the residents. Councilor Trish Shields continued with the outcry the residents had when River Bend went in about the traffic and the parking. I am all for business coming into this community. From what I understand, she is a terrific neighbor and has something special going on there. I think that's fabulous, I just don’t think it’s a good fit for that neighborhood. I also don’t want to be a community that creates a bunch of CUP’s. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: just to clarify, I’m not saying I want to bring a whole bunch of people in, we only heard from who was there, I just think there is more to it. Councilor Carl Krause: we just bypassed the danger of River Bend and put that in. Now we have a homeowner, a taxpayer, bringing in a home business. I would vote 100% to keep the cars off the street but if she wants an art studio, it's bringing people to our town. In due time, if she gets big enough, she can build one. Attorney Mike Flaherty went over legal language on setting the motion.) Councilor Trish Shields called for a vote on the motion to deny based on these facts: 
[bookmark: _Hlk527534441]Criteria 1) That the establishment or operation will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, or general welfare and is not contrary to established standards, regulations, or Codes of other governmental agencies. 
[bookmark: _Hlk527534398]Finding 1) The concern is public safety. It is a blind corner. Parking is currently on both sides of the street, even restricting to one side, we have small children, young people, people walking dogs, It’s a family neighborhood. Does not meet for safety. 
Criteria 2) That the business is so designed that it is not unsightly, undesirable, or obnoxious in appearance to the extent that it will hinder the orderly and harmonious development of the city and the use district wherein proposed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk527534496]Finding 2) It is not unsightly. Meets criteria very nicely. 
[bookmark: _Hlk527534971]Criteria 3) The use will not be substantially injurious to the permitted uses or unduly restrict the enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity nor substantially diminish and impair property values within the area. 
[bookmark: _Hlk527535153][bookmark: _Hlk527535025]Finding 3) I do not see a property value issue. I do see a restricted enjoyment problem because of parking for those residents walking with kids and pets. It will affect their ability to do that.
[bookmark: _Hlk508697386]Criteria 4) That the business will not impede the orderly and normal development and improvement of the surrounding property for uses permitted in the zoning district.
[bookmark: _Hlk527535273]Finding 4) The River Bend developer across from the property has not said anything; this does not apply. 
Criteria 5) That adequate water supply and sewage disposal facilities are provided and in accordance with applicable standards.
Finding 5) To my knowledge they meet that criteria as well.
Criteria 6) That adequate access roads, on-site parking, on-site loading and unloading berths, and drainage have been or will be provided. 
Finding 6) They do not meet this. The access road is not adequate because it’s a corner. On-site parking is a problem. They do not have enough parking space in their driveway for loading or unloading. I find that unsafe.
Criteria 7) That adequate measures have been taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to minimize traffic congestion on public roads. 
Finding 7) To my knowledge nothings been done. 
Criteria 8) That the use will conform to all applicable regulations of the district wherein proposed and with the City’s comprehensive plan. 
Finding 8) With the CUP, it would meet all regulations to my knowledge. 
Councilor Trish Shields: 1, 6, and 7 are the three criteria that are not being met. 
(Discussion: Councilor Carl Krause stated that she told P&Z that she had plenty of onsite parking. We had no problem putting up 17 homes last year. She is just asking for a CUP to use for an art studio. I think Beau is right, keep them off the road, I can see that, road safety. Councilor Trish Shields: I think you just said it very nicely. Nothings changed since last November. That road continues to be a concern. That was the main criteria that the residents used to argue against that development. Councilor Carl Krause: we brought in 17 houses up there. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: yes, but in fairness, we are talking about 17 cars coming in and out of new housing. Her art studio is up to 16 cars parking at a time. I don’t think the issue is the cars on the road, the issue is the parking. She told us that she can’t accommodate that parking in her yard. Councilor Carl Krause: we could put that on the CUP. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: my problem is, once I started thinking about this, even if we say she has to park all the cars in her driveway, or they can’t park in the street, so say they drop off, they’ll be dropping off in the street, which is as big of a hazard. Councilor Trish Shields: which is what is happening right now. They are dropping off in the street. So now we have kids out there in the street. The other problem is that we have winter coming up. The reality is in the winter time, roads get narrow just because of the snow and plowing. Do you have anything to add? Attorney Mike Flaherty: There were citizen letters in opposition to this. Your facts are based on the knowledge of the area, width of the road, and how many cars based on the application. Councilor Trish Shields: I know the area well. If you have parking on one side of the street, you no longer have enough room to pass cars safely. It restricts the line of sight for the safety of our residents who enjoy walking or biking in that nice quiet neighborhood.) Voice vote: Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, and Councilor Beau Hanenberger aye. Councilor Carl Krause naye. Denied CUP for 1190 Riverwood Dr. SW passed 3-1.
 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Ryland Eichhorst,  
1. Meeting Minutes: October 8, 2018 (FYI) Donation requests have been reviewed. 

H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Katie Dudley, Chair 
1. Meeting Minutes:  September 24, 2018 (FYI)
2. Warming Shelter: $2259. We are looking at putting it in next to the ice rink by the Community Center. The window size of 30 x 36 is the largest. The original size was 24 x 27. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motion to approve the 30 x 36 window for an additional $135, Councilor Carl Krause second for discussion. (Discussion: Gold Rush could give up to $200 for the window and that may help cover the cost. Councilor Carl Krause asked about the inspector looking at it to be tempered glass. Councilor Trish Shields: it has to be safety glass because of the hockey pucks. So this price may change. This window is expected to be sitting lower. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked about plexiglass. Public Works Dan Howard said the plexiglass would work. Councilor Trish Shields asked if it could be a bigger window. Councilor Beau Hanenberger withdrew his motion and will table it for more investigation.
3. Zumbro River Restoration Update: went through legal stuff. No major concerns at this time.
 
I. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Kitchen floor est.: asbestos removal and epoxy. It is in poor shape and needs to be replaced. It is full of asbestos. Abatement is $1180 and installation of a new floor is $850. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve Envirobate for $1180 to remove the asbestos and approve Space Concepts for $850 for putting in a new floor, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; passed 4-0.

J. PUBLIC WORKS 

K. STREETS & ROADS*   

L. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting minutes: October 11, 2018 (FYI)
2. CUP was motioned above under F1.
3. FLUP; Stantec planners, Phil and Joel, meet with P&Z. They will come together with a final plan to bring to the community.

M. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  October 2, 2018 (FYI). Still going forward with the wastewater treatment plan, trying to keep our timeline.
VIII. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. MnDOT sign. Councilor Trish Shields: I'm not hearing anything again and not happy about it.

X. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Outstanding Citizen. (2 nominees - Candidate A and B). Candidate A was extremely active in town.  Not only being employed here for decades in multiple roles, this person: helped incorporate Oronoco into a city; served on Oronoco's Planning Commission (including serving as its secretary); served on the Building Committee; helped organize the Oronoco Area Historical Center and serve as it's president for several years. Candidate B began volunteering in Oronoco in the early 2000s on the Downtown Oronoco Gold Rush Committee (on which this person is still quite active). When there was a need, this person stepped up to serve on City Council in multiple roles for many years. This person formerly served for many years as the council representative for the Fire Department & First Responders. Thank you. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: after much deliberation, we're formally recommending Candidate A for your consideration as Oronoco's Citizen of the Year for 2018. Councilor Trish Shields second; passed 4-0.
2. Tilly’s Liquor License. Councilor Carl Krause motioned to accept Tilly’s Liquor License, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; passed 4-0.
2. Oronoco Gas ‘N GO Liquor Licenses and Cigarette Licenses: October – December 2018 and 1-1-2019 – 12-31-2019. Change of owner. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept Oronoco Gas ‘N Go’s Liquor License for 2018, Councilor Nancy Quimby second; passed  4-0. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to accept Oronoco Gas ‘N Go’s Liquor License for 2019, Councilor Trish Shields second; passed 4-0.
3. Drone Ordinance: further investigation is needed. Direct staff to find information regarding drones, recommendations from other cities, and recommendations from drone users on what they would like to see.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Tilly’s RV: request for a septic easement on City property (edge of Memorial Field). Councilor Beau Hanenberger: I believe it is 40,000 gallons four (4) or five (5) months out of the year. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the septic easement so long as he follows County regulation, all expenses are the burden of the requester, and all City property is restored to the original condition when sewer is available to him, Councilor Carl Krause second for discussion; Councilor Carl Krause asked about the benefit we would get. Councilor Trish Shields said it benefits us not to run our businesses off. Councilor Carl Krause suggested a fee. Mark makes good money. We could be doing this with the coffee shop coming in. It needs to be the same for both. Councilor Trish Shields asked about the holding tank. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said the pumping is costing Mark an excessive amount of money. He is getting more business because another RV place has closed down. This would be a temporary easement. Engineer Joe Palen has reviewed it. Mark is only interested in proceeding if the City would consider allowing the granting of the easement before he moves ahead. It will be partly on City property, not all on City property. I would recommend the City have a temporary agreement until which time the sewer is in. Attorney Mike Flaherty: Council just needs to give staff a direction if Council would consider it, as to not waste time and money if the Council would not consider it. Councilor Trish Shields withdrew her motion and directed City staff to work with Engineer Joe Pahlen and Mr. Keehn to allow us to move forward for consideration, (Discussion continued on land available and an expectation of cost for land. Councilor Beau Hanenberger is concerned about the precedence Council is setting especially with failing systems downtown.) Council is requesting more information to make a more informed decision. Suggested for Mark to contact the County and give staff more information.
5. CH Robinson TIF payment $58,676. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to make the TIF payment of $58,676, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; we do appreciate their business, passed 4-0.

XI. CONSENT AGENDA*
Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Carl Krause second; passed 4-0.

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 546 River Park Rd SE								sprinkler system
2. 1280 Valley View Dr SW							mechanical
3. 1200 Lake Shady Ave S							mechanical 

B. TASK LIST; updated

C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Special CC Meeting: September 6, 2018
2. Regular City Council Meeting:  September 18, 2018

D. FINANCIALS
1. Pine Island Account Summaries
2. Budget:  available at the office for review.
3. Accounts Payable 
4. Account Receipts

ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 7:57 pm, Councilor Nancy Quimby second, passed 4-0.
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