February 20, 2018 Sp Council Meeting

City of Oronoco

Special City Council Meeting Agenda

February 20, 2018
6:00 PM

I. Call to Order:
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm
II. Roll Call:
Mayor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Nancy Quimby, Councilor Carl Krause, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire

III. Executive Summary presentation by Stantec Engineering regarding the Regional Oronoco Wastewater. (Engineer Joe Palen and Mark Hanson gave an overview of the presentation. The presentation is incorporated as part of the meeting minutes.) Notes are on the bottom of all the slides that explain the presentation. Rochester and Pine Island sent letters to the City. (Engineer Joe Palen went over what happened during the Bonding Tour). Oronoco is the largest un-sewered City in the State of Minnesota. We have a population of almost 1500. 75% (112 parcels) in downtown Oronoco are either not compliant with current SSTS rules and /or beyond the expected sewer life. The MOU has a 5-year date. Meaning the parcels are exempt from the new enforcements until 2020. Oronoco received $500,000 in the 2017 bonding funds to study regional wastewater treatment options. (Engineer Joe Palen showed Council the regional study map indicating each cities service area.) When we looked at this we looked at regionalizing with Rochester, Pine Island, and Oronoco Estates. We have looked at it in other ways as well. (Engineer Joe Palen went over flow rates and population estimates.) We have talked about the collection in Rochester that would service everyone’s need. Project cost estimates a range from $26 to $80 million. Rochester is not interested in servicing the NW territories at this time. They may be interested in servicing Oronoco and Oronoco Estates. Oronoco needs a long-term solution, not just a short-term solution. We would have to develop an extensive comprehensive agreement to cover long and short-term needs with Rochester. One of the challenges is cost on the Rochester side. Residents in Oronoco would pay 1.5 more than Rochester residents. We would like to see it closer to 1.0. It has to be affordable and beneficial for both. 
We met with Pine Island a number of times. They are not interested in regional solutions. I feel we need to send a formal response knowledging their letter to not be included in the regional study. With that said, it limits our options. 
One option is for Oronoco Estates and Oronoco to go with Rochester. Option 2 is for Oronoco to have their own collection and include Oronoco Estates. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked about Oronoco staying on its own. What is the benefit to including Oronoco Estates? Engineer Joe Palen feels that collection with Oronoco Estates is better because of population and the collection site (not much development in that area – not around residential). Going by the legislature standpoint, we are covering two from the study. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we don’t want Rochester limiting our growth as a City. (Discussion on annexing with Rochester and including in other small cities like Douglas in Oronoco’s collection plan.) Joe: We need to continue the dialog with Pine Island, Rochester, Oronoco Estates, PFA and MPCA to finalize who is in and out. Then we would finalize the plan. The public informational meeting is on April 10th.
IV. Project: Bonding bill request is $3 million to become “Shovel ready” by 2019/2020. (Engineer Joe Palen went over the list of what the city would need to do.) We need the legislature to help assist us. We can’t do it without the State. Moving forward, it is important to continue the dialog with the legislature. It’s important to the success of the project.
V. Discussion: (Discussion on estimated costs and tax capacity.) Councilor Carl Krause said he would like it cheaper. Councilor Trish Shields asked if there was concern about having a plant, not in Oronoco. Engineer Joe Palen stated that the plant would be just within the boundary. Councilor Carl Krause: how does Rochester stop development from coming this way? People are going to come. Engineer Joe Palen: that is what they are concerned about. They want to see more downtown growth and refine their capital outlay. Mayor Ryland Eichhorst: we will have Stantec continue working on the two options. Engineer Joe Palen will send the response letter for Pine Island to Sandy and have Mayor Ryland Eichhorst sign it.
VI. Adjournment:
Councilor Carl Krause adjournment the meeting at 6:59 pm, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________


_______________________________         


            City Clerk                                                                     Mayor
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