
February 13, 2024, W&S Agenda 

1 
 

City of Oronoco 
Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 

City Hall - Zoom 
February 13, 2024, 6:30PM 

Agenda 
 

Members present:  
Absent:  
Others:  
 
Agenda - Motion by xxxxxxx and 2nd xxxxxx to accept agenda. Approved.  
 

I. Approval of January 9, 2024, minutes. Motion by xxxxxxx and 2nd by xxxxxxxx. Approved 

II. Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) 

A. WWTF Contract #1 – Construction Status Update  

i. Staab Pay Request No. 26 totaling $70,484.92. Approval February 20, 2024, Council 

meeting.  

1. Substantial Completion Date Request Letter from Staab and contact payment 

retainage. 

2. Change Order No 4 (attached) 

3. Construction Status and Startup Update 

4. Monthly Construction Coordination meeting – February or March? 

ii. Material Delivery Delays Updates:  

1. Electrical switchgear delivery – October 2024 – No Change 

2. 480 Volt Electric Panel in Pretreatment Building delivery schedule – Update 

3. Lift Station Control Panels delivery and installation schedule - Update 

i. Lift station #1 and 1B panel have arrived. 

1. Others? Schedule late February to early March 

iii. WWTF Startup 

1. WWTF Commissioning & Training: - Update 

III. Phase 1A Wastewater, Sanitary Sewer, and Watermain Improvements  

A. Contracts #2 and #3 – Construction Status Update  

1. Fitzgerald Excavating – Construction update: 

a. Two water services to 535 and 615 5th Street NW 

i. Ellingson is scheduled to use a rock drilling machine. Still 

scheduled for them to do the work – Update. 
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2. ~30 property owners have not installed Electric Service & Disconnect to 

power grinder station as previously directed. 

a. A letter from City Hall was mailed, Monday, January 8, 2024 to 

residents discussing the deadline to construct the electric service and 

disconnect.  Letter discusses ramifications for residents if they fail to 

meet the March 18, 2024 deadline. 

B. No Fitzgerald Pay Request this month – no significant work completed. 

C. Discussion for how to handle the sewer rates before the treatment plant is operational this 

spring. 

i. Discuss regarding sewer use billing beginning in April 2024 - Update.  

ii. Continue discussion for offering 2nd water meter for irrigation. 

More discussion will be held at the February 13, 2024, committee meeting and 

pricing recommendation will go before the Council for approval at the February 20th, 

2024, meeting. 

D. New Water Hookups 

i. The May 3, 2024, deadline for connection to the water system is quickly approaching 

for 60 property owners. The May 3, 2024, deadline is 12 months after a notification 

letter was mailed to the 60 property owners indicating that they need to hook up to 

the city water system by May 3, 2024 or experience a $75 monthly utility fee starting 

in their July 2024 water bills.  

1. The committee is considering mailing a letter in late February or March 

reminding the residents of the water hook up deadline. – Update. 

ii. Approximately 10 homes have been hooked up to municipal water to date. 

iii. Ranae and Cain to work together to load the sewer and water hookups into the 

billing software. 

E. Well Sealing Program 

1. Olmsted County SWCD has received a $240,000 grant from BWSR to help 

seal an estimated 75 private wells in Oronoco as residents hook up to the 

municipal water systems. The grant funds will be available to residents in the 

spring of 2024 and grant funds will pay 75% to 85% of the costs to seal 

private wells.  The grant does not have a maximum amount that it will pay for 

well sealing.  Residents that have wells to seal are encouraged to contact 

Skip Langer of the Olmsted County Soil and Water Conservation District at 

Email: skip.langer@olmstedcounty.gov or Phone at (507) 328-7070 for more 

information about the grant program. 

mailto:skip.langer@olmstedcounty.gov
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2. How is the message being shared with homeowners? Update. 

IV. Discuss Cross-Connection Control program and Backflow Prevention updates for Utility Code – 

Update with discussion of next steps with ordinance adoption.  

1. Cain to review the Minnesota Rural Water Association template and compare 

it to cities around Oronoco. No Update and will leave on the agenda for future 

meetings. Update. 

V. Next meeting March 12, 2024, 6:30 PM in-person.  

VI. Motion by xxxxxx and 2nd by xxxxx to close the meeting at xxxx PM. Approved 

 

Respectively submitted by Ryland Eichhorst 


