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City of Oronoco 
Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 

Oronoco City Council Room 
Tuesday, December 10, 2024, 6:30PM 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Members present:  
Absent: None 
Others present:  
The meeting started at 6:30 PM. 
 
Agenda - Motion by xxxxxx and 2nd xxxxxxxx to accept agenda. Approved.  
 

I. Approval of November 12, 2024, minutes. Motion by xxxxxx and 2nd by xxxxxxx. Approved. 

 
II. Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) 

A. WWTF Contract #1 – Construction Status Update  
1. Staab – Pay request #32 for WWTF totaling $23,169.32.  
2. Change Order #5 – Approved by City Council and submitted to MPCA. 
3. Outstanding issues for contractor to address: 

a. Electric switch gear partially delivered.  Installation schedule pending.  
1. (1) of (2) have been delivered. Schedule for delivery of 2nd one has not been 

provided yet. Update 
b. Installation of the four WAS Pumps in the SBR? – Scheduled for December 16th 
c. Signage for entrance / exit and perimeter fencing at the WWTF.  Update 
d. Valor / Kilmer Electric items:  The last update from contractor said “We have been 

to the site and installed the fan motor, unit heater motor, and the unit heater. The 
new unit heater needs to be connected to power by the electricians and EF-D1 is 
not working and we traced it back to the electrical panel and the breaker was on. 
So that will need to be looked at by the electricians as well. Let me know when 
these have been addressed and I will get my sub to come back and finish the TAB 
and wire the damper.” Update 

e. The central control system for HVAC throughout the WWTF and housed in the 
admin building is not functioning correctly.  The City requests WHV send a 
technician to the WWTF to get the system up and running and to confirm that 
pretreatment building gas detection system is functional and integrated into the 
central HVAC control system.  The City also requests WHV provide a staff training 
on the central HVAC system. Update 
 

III. PeopleService Operation of Wastewater System. Update 
A. Operations Status Update. 

B. PeopleService monthly Report. 
i. November Report - Update 
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IV. Phase 1A Wastewater, Sanitary Sewer, and Watermain Improvements  

A. Fitzgerald Excavating – Pay request #32 – totaling $18,486.87.  
B. Contracts #2 and #3 – Construction Status  

1. Turf restoration – Both Ellingson and Fitzgerald have overseeding and fine grading 
issues to correct along with minor punchlist items.  Turf restoration items will be 
addressed next spring.   

2. Air / vacuum release manhole training and leakage issue.  
a. Contractor has provided 3 new valve seats and has promised 2 

additional valve seats for the 14” forcemain.  The additional valve 
seats will be shipped soon.  Fitzgerald to install the valve seats. 
Update 

3. Discuss the smell complaint at lift station #1. 
a. A resident experienced a broken sewer service line caused by a gas 

line installation. Gopher Septic took care of the incident but who is to 
pay for the repair is in question. 

b. City needs to refine responsibility for payment by updating City 
Ordinance for a) gravity sewer lines to the lateral in the street and b) 
gravity line from house to grinder stations. City Staff to work with 
Public Works and City attorney to update Public Works Ordinances. 
Update 

 
V. Stantec Wastewater Project Construction Services Budget Shift – Stantec requesting the City 

Council authorize Stantec to shift ~$50,000 in budget from the WWTF project to the Sanitary 
Sewer Collection and Treatment project to cover remaining project closeout and record plan 
work.  As of December 1, 2024 the WWTF project has $224,264.56 in Engineering services 
budget remaining and the sanitary sewer collection project as $25,373.91 in Engineering 
services budget remaining.  
 

VI. Penalty for failure to secure Sewer / Water Connection Permit prior to commencing work. 
A. A general discussion concerning homeowners not obtaining a water or sewer permit and 

determining what consequences homeowners and/or contractors should be addressed.  
i. Committee recommend that City staff develop a process to address the problem of 

residents who fail to secure water or sewer permits and associated penalties. 
Update. Open and more discussion needed by city staff. 
 

VII. IN-Control Automation & Cybersecurity Service Plan- Updated Proposal- Dylan C. & Cain D. 
A. Cain Dolan and Dylan Christopherson met with IN-Control regarding cybersecurity for the 

city water system that has been suggested by Minnesota Department of Health. They 
discussed the firewall fee and the annual service agreement fee issues. IN-Control to 
respond with a more formal quote. Open item for discussion at the Dec 10th meeting. 
Update. 
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VIII. Cedar Woodlands I- Existing Lift Station,  
A. Cain provided details regarding this lift station higher than normal power usage as reported 

by People’s Energy Cooperative. Upon inspection of the lift station pump Cain found a 
busted pipe that caused the continuous pump to run causing the high electrical power 
consumption and a damaged check valve. Gopher Septic fixed the damaged components. 
Cain is requesting a remote receptacle be installed for standby generator use in case of a 
power outage. Cain will obtain (2) quotes from remote receptable suppliers and review at 
the December 10th meeting. Update. 
 

IX. Initial discussion regarding Phase 1b – timeline and kickoff ideas. 
 

X. Next meeting January 14, 2025, 6:30 PM in-person.  
 

XI. Motion by xxxxxx and 2nd xxxxxxx to close the meeting xxxxx PM. Approved. 
 

Respectively submitted by Ryland Eichhorst 
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