January 12, 2016  W&S Agenda and Minutes

City of Oronoco

Water & Sewer Committee Meeting 
Jan 12, 2016         
6:30PM

Unapproved Meeting Agenda / Notes
Members present: Ryland Eichhorst, Trish Shields, Ross Parker, Larry Stolp, Brian Breider,
Joe Palen, Sheila Craig
Others: Terry Haukom, 
I. Approval of Dec 8, 2015  minutes
a. Motion approved by Brian Breider. Seconded by Larry Stolp. Approved.

II. Next Steps with the Bonding Authority
a. December and January activities with legislators

i. Dec 18 - Ryland worked with city staff to send copies of the presentation to (5) Representatives-Tim Kelly, Steve Drazkowski, Kim Norton, Tina Liebling and Nels Pierson for their awareness and asking for their support of the bonding bill.

ii. Dec 14 – Met Lt. Governor Kim Smith in St Paul for a brief 15 minute discussion asking for support from the Governor’s office

iii. Dec 22 – Left presentation and electronic file with Julie Fiesel at the Rochester Chamber of Commerce, asking for their support.

iv. Jan 5 – Attended the Olmsted County Legislative Agenda with local legislators. The Oronoco Wastewater project was listed on the agenda as projects of interest. No further action from the County. 

b. Contacting leadership legislators of Capital Investment Committee-House and Senate
i. Ryland - Setting up possible meeting times and dates before the March 8 session.
ii. Ryland – contact Heather Carlson/John Wiese to see if there is interest in putting our story. Pioneer Press and Star Tribune – should we consider an Op Ed or contact their respective reporter.
c. I have learned at that the Capital Investment Committee will conduct a Wastewater hearing in mid-February, where the city will be invited to attend and make a presentation. At this time, I do not know the exact date or if this will be a Senate or joint House/Senate hearing. More information to follow.

III. Discussion of approaching Rochester via their City Council meeting on the Whole Agenda – Ryland
a. Joe made reference to previous meetings with Rochester when developing our Facility Plan, when costs were 2 times more than Oronoco or Pine Island over a 20 year period with regards to individual sewer rates. This was the main reason for not pursuing collaboration with Rochester. Another main reason was that Rochester was only willing to serve the existing residential and business needs and not allow for any growth.
b. Ross made a motion to discuss with Senator Senjem to review the previous discussion with Rochester and costs associated with collaboration with Rochester. Seconded by Larry Stolp. Ryland and Joe to meet with Senator Senjem and respond to the Water and Sewer committee the results of that discussion. Ryland and Joe to meet with Senator Senjem Thursday, January 13, and I will respond to the Water and Sewer committee the results of that discussion.
IV. Discussion about submitting comprehensive application for the entire wastewater system – Joe
a. Discussion about submitting the three areas:  B, C, & F together as one PPL application and also the possibility of including in that application area G, J, & K.  The application is due March 4. Sheila to discuss with MPCA and PFA the benefit for submitting such an application.
V. MOU annual review

a. Sheila to contact Aaron Luckstein at MPCA regarding the annual review of the MOU time frame.  
VI. Discussion on how to inform the developers of the bonding proposal for Riverwood, River Park and Cedar Woodlands I & II – Until we have a bonding bill approval, we will wait with any official notification. Public information of the bonding presentation is on the Water & Sewer section of the Oronoco City web site under ‘Sewer Projects’.
VII. Update on Income survey for B, C & F – update from Sheila as of 12 Jan 2016
i. District B – 73% response.   65 of 89 responded. $55,000.00 median income
1. 76 needed for an 85% response rate

ii. District C – 63% response.   27 of 43 responded. $55,645.00 median income

1. 37 needed for an 85% response rate

iii. District F – 64% response.   28 of 44 responded. $67,997.00 median income.
1. 37 needed for an 85% response rate
iv. Continue to make contacts and follow-up
VIII. Jan 21, 2016 meeting Pine Island / Oronoco Task Force at Oronoco at 6PM
a. Continue to emphasis the need to give a more detailed response about possible sites.
IX.   Adjournment – 8:10PM
X.   Next meeting, February 9, 6:30PM
Respectively submitted by Ryland Eichhorst
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