
Oronoco Fire Department
P.O Box 146

Oronoco, MN 55960
507-367-4440 (Fire hall)

Fire Department Meeting - August 12, 2024

Total members in attendance (15):
Taylor Armstrong Present Danielle Johnson
Matt Arnold Nate Klennert Present
Chris Bachman Dustin Nevsimal
Aubrey Bourgoyne Tucker Loy Present
Adam Brase Present Erica Schaefer Present
Logan Brase Present Austin Sisell Present
Laife Denning Carter Sisell
Cain Dolan Present Johann Sonnenberg Present
Tina Dostal Chris Stolp Present
Sam Jensch Present Dan Sundt Present
Kent Johnson Present Caleb Timmerman Present

Dani White Present

Visitor: Jim Phillips (City Council Rep) Present

The meeting was called to order at 7:14 PM.

Nate read the meeting minutes from last month, motion by Dan, 2nd by Sam to approve minutes, passed.

Training
a. Previous month’s drill nights included hose line advancement and tanker operations.
b. July training included a live burn at the SE MN training center in collaboration with Oronoco

First Responders who practiced firefighter rehab.
c. Special July training included a 12 hour pump operations class. Thirteen members from

Oronoco attended with other departments participating.
d. Starting in September, training and maintenance will occur on the same night, the third and

fourth weeks of the month. Members will pick one day to attend with maintenance and
training to occur on the same night.

e. A reminder, training is not optional and there are always various classes being run by
someone. National Fire Academy (NFA), State Fire Marshal Division (SFM), etc. See the
Training Board or speak with Johann.

Maintenance
a. Members are advised to ensure equipment is response ready. Specifically check circuit

breakers when plugging vehicles in since sometimes they pop. Radios should also be in their
charging stations.

b. Engine 2 maintenance has been completed.
c. Pick up after yourself when leaving the hall.
d. Six new APX-6000 radios are now installed on Engine 2 and Rescue 1
e. Brush 2 now has a mobile radio in it and will have two mobile radios added soon.



EOC
a. City has delivered expenses to FEMA following disaster declaration for flooding earlier this

year.

Old Business

a. Reminder - Please use IAMRESPONDING for EVERY call; leverage the IAR events calendar
b. Grant writing update (A. Brase) - Three outstanding grants. One with the MN DNR for

pagers, another with the State for radios and a third with State Farm for handheld thermal
imaging cameras.

New Business

a. Service anniversaries this month: Austin Sisell (1 year)
b. Olmsted County Chiefs meeting update:

i. Still awaiting word on the large grant for SCBA equipment. Grant is currently in
technical review and we expect an update by the end of September. Importantly, if we
don’t receive this grant, OFD’s bottles will expire and need to be replaced through
other means.

ii. Honeywell packs are losing certification at the end of the year.
iii. OSHA has prepared new guidelines and regulations that have significant implications

for fire departments with equipment, training and PPE changes. These guidelines are
currently out for public comment.

iv. MBFTE fiscal year funding renewed in July. This money reimburses training and PPE
purchases.

c. Starting in September the OFD officers will meet monthly before meetings to conduct
meeting prep and ensure efficient and functional meetings.

d. Several changes are being discussed to ensure engagement of members and safety of the
team. Proposed changes include:

i. Attendance requirements for meetings, trainings and maintenance
ii. A skills matrix assessment that includes a self assessment, officer assessment and

interview. Please complete and return to Johann by Sept. 1.
iii. The potential introduction of Captains to OFD.

e. Community Outreach
i. Thanks to those who helped at National Night Out.
ii. Considering putting flags on veteran’s graves on Labor Day
iii. Community CPR classes will return this fall
iv. Considering child safety seat training.

f. Old Engine 2 Sale
i. Proposal to remove current listing and pursue placing Old Engine 2 on an auction

locally or through the State (MinnBid) with a $15,000 reserve. Dan motions, Erica
seconds, all approve.

g. Budget
i. Budgets season is coming and OFD will do benchmarking with other similar cities as

part of budget prep. Budget suggestions should be forwarded to Dan.

Call Review

a. None

Motion to adjourn by Dan, 2nd by Sam, adjourned at 8:10 PM

Submitted by Adam Brase, Secretary


