June 21, 2016 Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco

Tuesday, June 21, 2016
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kevin McDermott called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 6:59pm
II. ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein joined via iPad.
Absent: Councilor Ryland Eichhorst

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Nate Taggart at 635 Sunny View LN SW; attending as part of his Eagle Scout project. He handed out packets for his Eagle Scout project for Oronoco City. Requirements state that it has to benefit an organization or community. It cannot be a fundraiser project. Requesting his project be Oronoco Park. He noticed there are 8 camp sites. No real campfire area and 2 picnic tables that need replacing. He will be cleaning up trash, fixing the picnic tables and replacing the fire pits with landscaping stone. Estimated project cost is about $545. Nate: Requesting that Oronoco City Council approve my project proposal and supporting me; also in submitting it to Gamehaven Council. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that he likes the project. I like that you took the initiative and seen some things in need. Nate: I felt it would help others enjoying the park. Mayor Kevin McDermott: it’s a nice project and benefits the park. It’s a very nice handout too. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Nate for his Eagle Scout project for Oronoco Park, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second for discussion, Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked about the fire pits being in better spots. Nate will work with Cain in making sure the fire pits are in a good location. Nate has already been in contact with Cain. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked Attorney Fred Suhler if it was ok to approve. Funds would come from Parks budget. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein agrees with the motion. All in favor, motion carried. Cain will be the contact. For funding, call City Hall and talk with Clerk Sandy Jessen.
Jan Throndson at 25 MN Ave: I have some issues that I have brought forth before. I have slid down the hill and the thistles are bad. I pay taxes. I took that property and turned it into five times the property. The road was not plowed last year. I have yet to have blacktop on my road. Lou Ohly didn’t even show up on my behalf for the hillside. Kevin did, but then there was no follow up after. Once the hill was torn apart, you guys threw some seed on it and it’s impossible to mow. I would help you do a wall to make it better. How does a handy cap person get out next to a bank? Any of you council members come down and mow it this week. I have been keeping the weeds down. I would like something done about it. It is on Main Street. I can’t see weeds and thistles growing in front of a business. I am now snow plowing my own road again. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he apologizes. He was unaware. Jan: I am forgotten. But I am not forgotten for taxes. I pay a lot for taxes. Something needs to be done. If it was your place, you wouldn’t like it. Why didn’t Attorney Fred Suhler stand up to the County? Attorney Fred Suhler: Do you know how much a retaining wall costs? Jan: County fixed other stuff. Mayor Kevin McDermott stopped conversation. We will look into this for budget time and see what can be done. Jan: I take pride in my property. I don’t like what’s been done.

Brian Breider: representative for Riverwood Hills Subdivision. We sent 2 letter back on the 19th of May. One was about the road. The other was about the hydrants. They were not developed when the water came in. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that they are on the list for budget time. Engineer Joe Palen has driven through there and I know we need to come up with a plan.

Bernie Sheehan, undeveloped lot owner in CW: I am running out of time for planting. I am wondering if there is any way I can plant. I have a CUP application in but it cannot go through until the ordinance change. I would like some soybeans planted. I was hoping for a verbal consideration. The timeliness with everything, I am running out of time to utilize it.

Casey Bartholomew at 230 Cedar Ridge Ln: I am seeking a variance for the weapons rule. I have 5.7 acres and would like to shoot. Attorney Fred Suhler said it is not in the ordinance. You would have to change the ordinance. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked about someone who had permission and got a variance for shooting. It should be looked into. Councilor Trish Shields would like to see the arrow be stopped by something, having some kind of target. Mayor Kevin McDermott thinks it can go on the next Special City Council meeting. Councilor Trish Shields doesn’t feel it needs to be discussed on a special meeting. Councilor Beau Hanenberger has no issues. Casey: would like to use it for target purpose, maybe hunting in the future. Council agreed it was ok for target but not anything else. Attorney Fred Suhler stated that I think he is looking for a prevision in your ordinance. Fred read the ordinance to council. A bow is still a dangerous weapon. Sargent Carmack commented that he sees a few issues. If he gets a permit signed from council, if he had a permit in hand it would help us out. Even if he lets a bow fly, people still trespass and someone could get hurt. Suggested a target and to be responsible. You may want to research this further. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked for a few weeks to cover our basis.

Mayor Kevin McDermott closed public forum at 7:27pm

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rich Carmack; I did look back at recent calls. You had a check forgery. Other than that it was basic calls and I met with Gold Rush. I did notice the sign on 2nd Street. We should be able to do something now. DNR said that the carp spawn has since passed, so I think we shouldn’t have any more trouble.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 1 (semi fire canceled enroute)  
2. Meeting Minutes
3. Private use of the Fire Hall. 2 requests to use Fire Hall for a grad party and birthday party. What is the process in the future because we were told we needed permission? Mayor Kevin McDermott said that it is a liability. If something should happen and you get a call with little kids…. Dan: I just need to know the process. Attorney Fred Suhler suggested talking with insurance. There are dangers with little kids messing with equipment. Dan: I can bring it to you in the future. I didn’t see an issue.
4. Fire Relief Association: benefit request to raise pension amount from $1200 to $1400/year. Dan gave the background of the pension process. It shouldn’t require any city contribution. Next month we will make a change to our bylaws and bring it back to you. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to raise the pension amount to $1400 per year for the Fire Relief Association, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
5. Approve fire department Gold Rush liquor license and offsite gambling license. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the Gold Rush liquor license, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried. Mayor Kevin McDermott: with the gambling license - this year a resolution is required, being we don’t have a drawn up resolution, a special meeting will happen at the beginning of July. Councilor Trish Shields approved the offsite gambling license with attached resolution at the next meeting, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
6. Congratulations to Nate and Mike Klennert for completing FFI/II and HazMat Ops. 
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 6 Runs: 2 city, 4 township
2. Meeting Minutes
3. Brian & Michelle Sisell: resignation 6-1-2016. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that he is sorry to see them go. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein requested a thank you card be signed and sent. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked if they come back if they would need more training. Jeff stated that it depends on how long they are away.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL 
1. Auditor: 2015 Financials; Tom Cummings. Financial statements were handed to council. Council may go over it at your leisure. There are a few new things this year with PERA. It is underfunded. It is calculated and is now required to be calculated as a liability. (pg. 36) Also go over impacts. It helps with those who look at your financial statement and can see your liabilities. The other new part is Fire Relief’s pension impact, and that is blended into your financial statement. The report needed by Fire Relief was not completed. It may have an impact when you go do some bonding. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked Dan who can provide us with that report. Can you get Tom the information? This needs to be on the list for next year. It was supposed to be ordered 6-9 months ago to have it completed for 2015. His firm was sending notices to all Fire Relief Associations for 2 years now. Tom continued into going over a few things in the statement, such as the WAC / SAC fund. Big activity is in the capital improvement fund. General fund is in great shape along with the accounting. You ended the year with a reserve in your General fund. The water fund has always been an issue. It has made some improvements for 2015. You turned the corner a little bit on it. All the funds are functioning as intended. Sandy has done a great job; I am only going over what she already tells you. Council thanked Tom.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
1. Ordinance 2016-01: Amending Conditional Use Requirements for Growing Crops on 10 acres or more on undeveloped property. Beau gave the background as to how this started.  P&Z agreed to all districts except for downtown area. They would need to apply for a CUP if restrictions were needed. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked Attorney Fred Suhler about CUP restrictions. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that he is concerned about it going from land owner to land owner. Can you put a time limit on it? Attorney Fred Suhler stated that we don’t have anything in our ordinance for an annual thing. You are now changing the ordinance to allow applying for a CUP. It doesn’t mean they get approved for a CUP. Kevin: The hope is that it will be developed. I’m concerned about billions of beetles with soy beans. Councilor Beau Hanenberger stated that we didn’t see any major issues. The dispute is about undeveloped land. (Discussion about acreage and undeveloped land.) Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to approve Ordinance 2016-01, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; voice vote all ayes. Ordinance 2016-01 passed. Attorney Fred Suhler mentioned that there is a process that needs to be followed in regards to Bernie’s situation. The process was discussed. Bernie sated that he needs to get his crop in and he knows it is before the paperwork but he wants verbal permission to go ahead with it. He also asked about a bike path. The west side of the path should not be mowed for liability issues. Council will look into the bike path mowing.
2. Resolution 16-10: Ottman Lot Split. The parcel to be split off will go to Allen for that subdivision going up in township. It made sense for P&Z. Councilor Beau Hanenberger made a motion to approve Resolution 16-10 Lot Split, Mayor Kevin McDermott second; voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2016-10 approved.
3. Resolution 16-11 Appointing Election Judges for 2016 Primary and General Election. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Resolution 16-11 Appointing Election Judges, Councilor Trish Shields second; voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2016-11 passed.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:  June 13, 2016. Beau: It was a very large meeting. Big things: talked with law enforcement, changes to letter for right of way to residents, trade show, community assignments, parking issues, music, kids area, garbage, bench, fireworks advertisement, and more. It’s getting busy. Lots and lots going on. Skyler: Gold Rush is sponsoring the 4th of July fireworks. It would not be possible without Gold Rush. Dinner starts at 6pm. The City provides the hotdogs, buns, plates and utensils. Bring a dish to pass and your own beverage. Fireworks at dusk. Come one, come all!
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Eric Weiss, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: June 6 , 2016
2. Resurface basketball court @ Community Center; estimates - Joe provided two options. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the overlay, cracks sealed up, and include painting on the basketball court, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; discussion about timeline - when it would need to get fixed again, ice rink and potential gold rush issues. All in favor, motion carried.
3. Garden Park: dumpster for debris $175 plus $83 per ton (no tires). Received a deal on the dumpster. They are only charging Olmsted’s fee for disposal and the drop fee and not charging for the dumpster fee. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the Garden Park dumpster and have Cain put signs up about no dumping, Councilor Trish Shields; all in favor, motion carried.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
K. PUBLIC WORKS  
1. Old City Shop:  demo estimates $678 plus 2 to 3 30 yard dumpsters $425 each. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the dumpster at $678 plus $425 each, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Street Repair Reviews. Joe went over the map in the packet; what costs were and repair options.  There is quite a bit of need here and prioritizing. Mayor Kevin McDermott feels we need to get some of it in the budget. Discussion on what should be done - 1,2,3,4,7 and that culvert. Bigger line items need to go in the budget – keeping Zumbro Hills Drive on the radar.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve 1,2,3,4, and 7 at this time, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; discussion to request shop money to help or from the state grant; remaining amount coming out of general fund. All in favor, motion carried.
2. River Park. Skyler and Trish met with Mr. Jech on June 16th to renegotiate the terms for the well and road. The heater, the chemical pumps, and wall will be completed. A backflow preventer has already been installed. Jech will allow connection to sewer when the time comes; no additional payment will be requested.  It’s in a document to River Park homeowners that the Association will get the drain field at that time.  Fred is working on the contract. Hats off to Trish for leading it. Trish: It was important to me personally that all the t’s were crossed. It comes to my attention that it is under contract to be deeded back to the City for park land. That is the only change. The roads will be completed prior to well payment with Stantec to oversee.  Mayor Kevin McDermott wants to thank both Skyler and Trish. Over the last few weeks I have listened to a lot of residents. I don’t want to see these residents be assessed for the roads. There was always a plan to require the well for the City. We have seventy thousand into it. I feel better about this. Trish: If city council approves the contract then payment needs to be decided. It will not be an assessment but it will be a small increase on everyone’s water bill. It’s the best outcome for the residents. Mayor Kevin McDermott: the well cost was $260,000 minus $7500 half the cost to pull and service the well with a total of $252,500.  Looking at WAC / SAC fund to take money out of that to drop it down some. Trish is cautious about borrowing against it too much. I think that investment fund would be a better possibility.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein feels how to pay it does not need to be decided tonight but that the contract is agreeable. Mayor Kevin McDermott will set a Special City Council meeting to deal with the financing portion of it. Discussion continued about agreement details in the contract with Fred. Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to accept the well purchase price of $260,000 minus $7500 for inspection to be done at a future date, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; Councilor Beau Hanenberger friendly amend with Fred’s contract approval. Discussion about contract so there is no questions about anything, Councilor Trish Shields will address Mr. Jech about the outlots not going to the Homeowner Association. Fred is concerned about getting the deed.  All in favor, motion carried. A Special City Council will be set in July to discuss the finances. Sandy will set the meeting after receiving Skyler’s open dates.
Skyler left the city council meeting at 9:18pm.
3. County Maintenance Agreements: this is a yearly contract in case we need additional work done. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept the County Maintenance Agreement, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
4. 5th Street SE: ROW repair:  $2312.68.  This was discussed during road repair.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes: June 2 , 2016 & June 9, 2016
2. Lot Split Public Hearing: June 2, 2016. This and the Ordinance was voted on above.
3. Ordinance Change:  Public Hearing June 2nd
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: June 14, 2016 meeting was canceled.
2.  Fire Hydrant: $16,500. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like them on the docket for next season. 
3. City Water Extension: complete 3rd Ave – Riverwood Hills loop: Approx. $60,000. We have other things on the plate right now. Councilor Trish Shields: continue in budget talks and see where we can fit it in.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
1. Sorensen’s Donation $100 for fireworks. Requesting city staff to send a thank you card.
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.  Corban Homes: land donation. Trish stepped down. Land is across the river from Cedar Woodlands Subdivision. Land does not have access to it. This would require the township to act and get a cart path access. Have Sandy look at it to see about feedback and bring it back.
IX. NEW BUSINESS.  
A. Economic Design Meeting - to have a phone conference and also an approx. 8 hour workshop in September. Tabled.
B. Collateral Release: Bremer. The auditor said the money in the bank is insured and this is acceptable to release. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept Bremer collateral release, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor. Motion carried.
C. MAOSC:  $752.10. Added to agenda every year but we have never done this. We pay dues to the league.
D. Liability Coverage: waiver. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve liability coverage waiver, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
E. Population estimates: 1443
F.     SEMLM Meeting: $30 per person. Does anyone want to attend? Mayor Kevin McDermott will try to. Councilor Beau Hanenberger will try.
G. Promissory Note to County: this would be for the additional money agreed to on the river restoration project. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept promissory note and sign as requested, Mayor Kevin McDermott second. (Promissory note terms should be consistent with County terms. Have Fred double check that it is consistent with the contract.) Councilor Beau Hanenberger friendly amend that we don’t sign until Fred looks at it; all in favor, motion carried.
H. Close early July 21th @1:30pm for election judge training. The only other dates available for the training are CC meeting night and NNO. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to close early on July 21st, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
X.CONSENT AGENDA* Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Trish Shields second;  all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 610 6th Street SE





deck

2. 650 River Park Road SE



porch 
3. 1240 Valley View Dr




deck

4. 540 River Park Rd SE



new construction
5. 201 12th Street Ln SE




addition
B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting 5-17-2016
2. Special CC Meeting: 5-31-2016

3. Special CC Meeting  6-7-2016
D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI. CLOSED SESSION - none
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 9:31pm, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second;  all in favor, motion carried.
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