April 19, 2016 Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco

Tuesday, April 19, 2016
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 7pm
II. ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst, Engineer Joe Palen, Attorney Fred Suhler, Clerk Sandy Jessen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire.
Late: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein arrived at 7:25pm
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved River Park up to right after V.D. EOC
Councilor Ryland Eichhorst approved the Agenda, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Bernie Sheehan – property owner of the field in the Cedar Woodlands. (It is Zoned R1. Would like to use his land for agricultural; this is not an allowed use in R1. The ordinance must be changed to allow for a CUP or it would need a zone change.  It has been mowed hay only by the bank.  The land has not been cultivated or pesticides used in many years.)  Bernie: The land is approved by NRCS in Rochester.  would like to plant corn. I would leave visibility on the corner. Waiting on sewer to come in to have it developed. Not feasible at this time to do community septic. I was told soy bean would be alright. I would like to do corn. No spray with insecticide. Only use roundup ready crop. So it shouldn’t affect the neighbors. I would like to go ahead with my plans. Mayor Kevin McDermott said it was looked closer at after P&Z. It is R1. The ordinance would need a zone change. Attorney Fred Suhler said that it is a residential area and that’s what it would be. Its use is residential and not agricultural. The planning commission can’t tell you it’s ok. The City clerk tried to come up with a solution for you with the soy beans. But it cannot be planted. I know it use to be Ag. But now it is in the City of Oronoco and it is residential. It would need to be rezoned. Even if no one cared, according to the ordinance, you can’t plant. Bernie stated that it was once plowed and in the ordinance you can still use it that way. Attorney Fred Suhler stated that it was not farmed when Home Federal owned it. Mayor Kevin McDermott said it has not been tilled for quite some time. It will not happen tonight, but we’ll look into this. Bernie asked for a temporary request. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like it to go back to P&Z. P&Z would have to set a special meeting. Beau will set it up. Bernie thanked council for their consideration.
Leroy Quam: asking for approval of the variance for the storage shed at 620 Vintage RD NW, across from Buy RV, sell RV. At the time of the purchase it was buildable. Now the code has changed. Hoping it will fit in with the area. We would like to keep it R1. (He showed a copy of what the shed looked like.) I collect old John Deer tractors. That’s what will be in the shed. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst asked about power. The electric is the only thing on the lot. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that a decision will be made during the P&Z portion of the meeting and thanked Leroy.
Third called was said by Mayor Kevin M. McDermott and public forum was closed after at 7:15pm.
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  0
2. Meeting Minutes
3. Caretaker House burn: May 1st. Garage will be a different day.
4. Ceiling tiles: $600. For the kitchen area. There are funds in the account for this. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve up to $600 for ceiling tiles, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
5. Doing joint FD/FR vehicle driving training on 5/14
6. New truck = Brow light installed last week. Would like $1600 approval from our equipment fund for shelving to maximize upper space in a few compartments; this is the last item for the truck. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve up to $1600 for the bow light, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; (Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about donation money for the end of the year and is concerned about the funds being low.) All in favor, motion carried.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 6 Runs: 3 city, 3 township
2. Meeting Minutes
3. Brian Kabat resignation

4. New Member: background check passed for Dawn Willems. She is going to school to be a paramedic. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Dawn Willems as a new member for First Responders, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion carried.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL 
1. Mayor’s Annual Conference: April 29th & 30th.  The room is $107, Meeting $165, plus mileage. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst made a motion for Mayor Kevin McDermott to attend the mayor conference and to cover room, meeting and mileage expenses, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; Mayor Kevin McDermott abstained, all in favor, motion carried.
2. Beau Hanenberger reimbursement for wireless booster: $85.69. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the wireless booster cost of $85.69, Mayor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 16-6: Supporting Reinstatement of Tax Reciprocity for MN and WI. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Resolution 2016-6 Supporting Reinstatement of Tax Reciprocity for MN and WI, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second; Voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2016-6 passed.
2. Ordinance 1-2016: MN Energy Franchise Agreement. Attorney Fred Suhler looked through the agreement. It is not inclusive. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve Ordinance 1-2016 MN Energy Franchise Agreement, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; (Ryland had a question about complaints on any of their work. No complaints.) Voice vote all ayes. Ordinance 1-2016 passed.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:  April 11, 2016. They are looking at another member joining to have a full committee.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Ryan Cradick, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: April 4 , 2016
2. Port a Potties: On Site is low bid. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to accept the On Site bid for the season, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Request for last 2 disk golf holes ($120) at Caryl Cowden Park. This will complete the course. We are getting good feedback on the course. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned for the last two holes to be installed for up to $120, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
Road clean-up will be coming up.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. New Fans: Approx. $600, there is money in the budget. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve $600 for new fans, Councilor Trish Shields second; (discussion on fans) all in favor, motion carried.
2. Mulch for swings: $1500 (mulch and shipping). The mulch has settled and is a trip factor. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned for the new mulch and shipping, Beau Hanenberger second; (discussion on shipping) All in favor, motion carried.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. Rhino Gas Driver: $3025

2. Universal Shop set-up $2099
3. Lawn Chemicals: $1000
Councilor Trish Shields made a motion for up to $6200 to purchase the driver, shop set-up and chemicals; all in favor, motion carried.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Snowplow bid 2016 -17 one bid received from Ottman Excavating. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Ottman Excavating, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second for discussion; (discussion with issues over winter with the plowing of MN Ave), Councilor Trish Shields would like it communicated verbally that there have been complaints and MN Ave needs to be plowed more frequently. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that it’s already in the ordinance that plowing starts after an inch. Councilor Beau Hanenberger neigh, all in favor, motion carried.
2. Street Sweeping: low bid Rochester Service $1865. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve street sweeping, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second. Approval contingent on the clerical error; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Street Repair Reviews: set drive through. Mayor Kevin McDermott will set this up with Engineer Joe Palen and Ryland before next meeting.
4. Cedar Woodlands II Roads: accept roads. Engineer Joe Palen explained where the road was at. He will take a look at it before the May meeting to see if it’s acceptable. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the roads subject to the punch list, to include installation of street light but not turned on, established by Engineer Joe Palen, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; (discussion) all in favor, motion carried.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes: April 14, 2016
2. Variance: Quam shed. P&Z recommends approval. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the Quam Variance for a shed, Councilor Trish Shields second; (discussion on shed size) all in favor, motion carried.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: April 12, 2016. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst went over some of what was discussed at the meeting. He also discussed the bonding bill. The letter that was drafted for supporting the regional approach was sent out. Council will be traveling to the State Capital next week to meet with the Senate and House representatives about the bonding bill when individuals have time. I would like to encourage the residents of Oronoco to contact Senator Senjem and Representative Quam in support of the bonding bill or at least comment. Would like to see this go out on the website and Facebook. Still need responses from the income survey, we will continue to work on this.
2. Water billing: late payments. A resident has requested the late fee and interest be removed for late payment.  She had submitted early enough that it should have been delivered in time. It was received two days late. Mayor Kevin McDermott: as much as I like to help anyone, we get our bill on the 1st and it’s due the 28th. I have a hard time with this. Councilor Trish Shields stated that there have been issues with the postal service – it was no doing of the resident. Mayor Kevin McDermott said we can’t control the post office. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that he understands and this has happed before to himself. If we call other companies, it would be no exception. Beau Hanenberger said this has happened to him as well, and I still had to pay the late fee. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he feels it’s a bad deal unfortunately. Decision was to have the resident pay the fee.
3. Hydrant: $8000 estimate (Schumacher time and materials) on Shady Oak Lane SW. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motioned for up to $8000 for the hydrant, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
4. Hydrant Diffuser and flow gauge: $560 (Diffuses water, measures Gallons Per Minute, measures Static and Residual pressures when flushing hydrants in the Spring & Fall). This would help to keep an accurate account of the water, which we report to the state. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the hydrant diffuser and flow gauge for up to $560, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.  River Park. Councilor Trish Shields: we are to the point to determine a price for the well. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein updated council and residents attending the meeting. Mark Thein with Thein Well, Stantec, Steve Jech, Cain, Trish and I were there for the well check. Took water samples and checked pressure. The next step after that was meeting as a council. We could not come up with a number for the cost of well because it was a closed session. It’s not discussed outside of council. Councilor Trish Shields addressed questions asked by residents from emails. She is not willing to pay for the well until the road gets completed. We are moving as quickly as we can. We are just as frustrated as River Park is and hoping to have this done in the next 2 months. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that he feels that it is not worth going down the lawsuit path. It would not be fruitful. This is why I am entertaining this issue. Councilor Trish Shields said that council did not want to tie in the well with the roads. This is not a choice we wanted but this is something we are dealing with and feel forced into having to tie them together. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he has stated his peace with the topic and feels the road and well is separate but that is why there are five of us and not one. I feel council needs to do what they need to do to get this done. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein asked Attorney Fred Suhler about the process of how to proceed. Attorney Fred Suhler said no one wanted to be in this spot. Option B is to assess it and the road would get fixed. If you do not buy the well, you do not buy it. Mr. Jech made it clear that if we don’t buy the well then he won’t fix the road. I think it’s a doable thing to come up with an agreement and put off the closing of the transaction until the road is complete first. Next is how much do you want to spend. e could reject it or make a new dea  He could reject it and come up with a new deal. But you could start the negotiation. (Discussion on negotiation process.) Councilor Trish Shields stated his price is $310,000. Now it would be our obligation to counter that offer. Mr. Thein gave his estimate of what he thinks it is worth. The WAC / SAC should be removed. We should not add or subtract what we need to do to it. That’s on us. The value has already been determined. Councilor Beau Hanenberger agrees with Trish. Do we just pick a number as a take it or leave it? Attorney Fred Suhler stated that we don’t need to buy the well. So it will be more of a negotiation process. Councilor Trish Shields said she would like a time table. We don’t need the well. He could cap it if he doesn’t want to sell the well for what it’s worth. I feel forced already but we don’t have to buy it. The value is now determined. We are not paying $310 when it’s worth something else. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked for a price. Beau – $165? Councilor Trish Shields stated that there was a theft where the heater was removed. I would like to see the heater replaced. If we could keep that in mind as well. I am comfortable with $165. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motion to offer Jech $165,000 for the well, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; Councilor Trish Shields friendly amended to include replacing the heater; (discussion on there not being any good alternatives. The worst alternative is assessing for the roads. That’s why the well is being discussed. We will just have to deal with whatever comes next.) Mayor Kevin McDermott neigh, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst did not take part in the discussion and abstained from voting; all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Trish Shields asked that all offers and counter offers go through Sandy. Attorney Fred Suhler said to keep in mind that you are contingent of it not closing till roads are complete. Mayor Kevin McDermott wants the engineer on site while it is done. Roads done by this construction season? Councilor Trish Shields motioned to give Mr. Jech the offer by email (from Sandy) with a deadline of 1pm office close on Friday; Sandy will communicate that the offer is contingent upon the purchase agreement via Attorney Fred Suhler for all conditions discussed, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst abstain; all in favor, motion carried. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked for a special meeting after he communicates back.
B. SE MN Together – Economic Design: notes (FYI)
IX. NEW BUSINESS
A. City Water Extension: complete 3rd Ave – Riverwood Hills loop. This would cut down amount of flushing and stagnant water.  There are other loops that need to be completed in the future as well. (Cedar Woodland’s, River Park, and other areas.) Councilor Skyler Breitenstein would like to wait.
B. Board of Equalization: April 25, 2016 from 4:30pm – 5:00pm. The person does not need to be present. Written is just as good. Highly recommend starting with the County. More info was in the City Newsletter.
C. Fireworks: contract $4680 plus a $1000 from FD. Need to determine how much of the additional Gold Rush donation of $1500 should go directly to fireworks. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the $4680 contract, $1000 from Fire Department, plus the $1500 would go to fireworks; totaling $7180 approved. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; (Discussion: Staff was wondering about using some of it for NNO. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked for staff to convey to Gold Rush as NNO and 4th of July be separated this fall for donation time.) All in favor, motion carried.
D. Carlson’s would like an extension on water for 45 4th St NW: Letter sent requesting an extension till June 2016. They are not sure what they will be doing with the building.  The water assessment has been paid. (Discussion on property.) Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to grant the extension till June, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
E. LMC Worker’s Comp Rates. The rates have gone up to $9563 and Sandy is working with the insurance for more accurate classifications to lower that amount.
F.      Easements: the City has received the requested easements. They were approved by Joe and Fred.
X.CONSENT AGENDA* 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the consent agenda, Mayor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 115 West Center Street





Basement finish

2. 490 Sunny View   Lane SW



New Construction 
3. 620 Forestview Lane SW




Deck

4. 750 Cedar Point Lane SW




Deck
B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting 3-15-2016
2. Special CC Meeting:  closed no public minutes
D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI. Closed Session – none
XII.  ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn the city council meeting at 8:56pm, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
____________________________________




_______________________________________

Mayor
















City Clerk
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