February 16, 2016 Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco

Tuesday, February 16, 2016
Public Hearing @ 6:45pm

Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
The Regular City Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Kevin McDermott at 7pm
II. ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire.
Absent: None
III. Public Hearing: Street Vacation 

The Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Kevin McDermott at 6:45pm. This is a public hearing for a Street Vacation at 205 1st Ave NW.
Bridget Hanenberger at 210 2nd St W: We want to bring in some of our input as to why we feel the road should be vacated. First we feel the path would be more cost effective staying in the park and if it needs access through the City it would be safer coming from 4th Street NW. The area at 4th St has no steep incline. The master plan has not been updated for some time, so the access could be moved in the future plan. For the safety of the families and animals in that area, it would be beneficial to move the access. It is also beneficial because of the cost of the path - to put in blacktop and 5 trees would have to be removed. There is also the incline, it is too steep. You would need more dirt. Maintaining the path during the winter months, not sure if you would be, in the winter it would be icy. We would not be able to fence our yard if there was a path because of where the city property line is. We would need a fence for our dog. It would also cost us money to adjust the retaining wall on our property. In the resolution it states for a 20 foot public utility easement on the portion of 2nd St, it does not define what the portion of Second Street actually is. I was wondering if you could help us with that. Mayor Kevin McDermott answered what the width of the road is. Bridget asked what the length is. Mayor Kevin McDermott brought out the map to show what is being vacated. Engineer Joe Palen helped explain. Council thanked Bridget. 
Terry Lee with Olmsted County: Handed out a letter & map. It’s a letter in essence saying what the County would recommend. We had a conversation with the City Engineer about the lots and a pedestrian access down to the lake. The vacation would essentially eliminate access to the County. At this point, we would recommend denial of the vacation or narrow it up to facilitate a trail. Councilor Trish Shields asked about other accesses. County said there is no other street access. But there is another access for a walking trail. Councilor Trish Shields asked about the trail being changed because the expectation is that the lots will go back to the City and we have access through Oronoco Park. It will cost the City a great deal of expense to put in a trail. Terry explained the Counties point of view and that it is County access. Councilor Trish Shields asked if County is willing to step up and pay for the trail then. The City does not have those funds. Terry: Let me address as a project manager, when we talk about the abandonment of features in the park master plan, I don’t know that I would consider the requirement that there would be a second phase of funding, the funding that we received, in the most recent funding out of the Dam Safety Grant Program certainly wouldn’t pay for the kind of features for the recreational use you are looking for in the park, at least from the County perspective, as a partner in developing the park, we haven’t in any way considered the recreational aspect, or discarded or shelved other than we lack funding, but maybe the Council has taken action or what the decisions have been made that I am unaware of. Council Trish Shields: not at this point, I am just trying to make a sound decision for the City as a whole. Terry stated that they were working with the City Engineer under the assumption that that would be the access. Council thanked Terry.
Mayor Kevin McDermott announced final call and closed the public hearing at 7pm.
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.

V. PUBLIC FORUM  
No one came forward for Public Forum.
Third call for public forum was called and closed at 7:02 by Mayor Kevin McDermott.
VI. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack. I am now assigned to Oronoco. Council welcomed Sgt. Rick Carmack. He has been with the department for 22 years. Sgt. Carmack: The plan is, the sheriff would like us to touch base more often, as my schedule allows for meetings. 
1. 2015 Stats; no real issues to talk about. Most recent is a semi complaint. He explained the situation. (Discussion between Council on signs for that street for no semi traffic and the responsibility of the storage owner.) Dropped off call report to Council. Council thanked Sgt. Carmack for attending.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 1 tractor fire
2. Meeting Minutes 
3. Fire Safety inspecting/maintaining all fire vehicles 2/15-2/18: Approx. $3500. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept the fire safety inspection up to $3500, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.

4. Received Peoples grant for a piercing nozzle. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the peoples grant for a piercing nozzle, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
5. Skywarn weather training Tues 3/29 at 6:30 PM, Rochester event center.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 4 Runs: 3 city, 1 township
2. Meeting Minutes
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL 
1. Meeting Minutes:  canceled
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 2016 -1:  Olson Street Vacation (we have not received comment from the DNR or additional comments from the County or residents, P&Z did not have an issue with this, it is recommended to keep a 20 easement  if approved) After public hearing review, Councilor Trish Shields makes a motion to accept Resolution 2016-1 Street Vacation without the 20 foot easement, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second for discussion, (Discussion: Councilor Beau Hanenberger, in my opinion, is that I would prefer the 20 foot easement for utility purposes, there is access to the park, I don’t see any reason, there is nothing that will be done down there or built, so the 110 feet from the center of 1st Ave would be to the furthest curb stop, which is to mine, it’s the farthest point that utilities need to go. It is also a safety and expense issue. My concern is making it a regional park; it would not just be Oronoco residents but public citizens using the trail as well. Councilor Trish Shields: to recap, you’re saying that you’re ok with a 20 foot utility easement but not a public path. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: correct. Councilor Trish Shields asked about paving. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that a utility easement is strictly for utilities. Trish: so it’s not an additional expense for just a utility easement? Kevin: no. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst asked about the length of the easement. Councilor Beau Hanenberger explained it was to the lake shore. Council evaluated where the easement would be exactly. Trish: There are too many concerns for a walking path. The cost of it, maintenance, and the safety. Clarity of motion by council is: The motion is for a 20 foot utility easement not a 20 foot walking pass. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: my thoughts looking at this is, what was proposed to us for a master plan by the County, I think back to other parts of town, about other paths in the City, there are houses but there is land to make the path. If there was a path, at the beginning of it, two driveways are at the start of this. It’s a safety concern for drivers backing out of the driveways and one would be a new driver when it would be completed, and for all the walkers passing the driveways to get to the path. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst concerns is the 110 foot length. We don’t know what the future has for us and what if someone wants to build on those lots. Attorney Fred Suhler said that if the City owns those lots, the City doesn’t have to grant anyone to build on it. At the moment those lots are owned by the County and they would like access to it. If we do something to make the lots less usable we could be shooting ourselves in the foot. (Discussion on County’s point of view with the lots.) Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that those low line lots are in the flood plain. Engineer Joe Palen agreed that they were. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that those lots will be turned over to the City. City personnel have mowed those lots for years with no charge to the County. Once the project is somewhat complete down there, it will transfer over to the City.  Engineer Joe Palen said that sewer and water needs to be separate by 10 feet and this would not work with a 20 foot easement. If the intent is to maintain the ability to extent sewer and water, 30 to 40 feet would be better. (Discussion on placement of water main between Councilor Beau Hanenberger and Engineer Joe Palen). Joe: Anytime we look at vacating a street I am always hesitant to recommend that a City vacate a street because of the acquisition process going into the future is very expensive and difficult to do, the truth is, is Oronoco is going to change and continue to evolve and don’t know your future needs, and maintaining that right of way would give you flexibility. I can appreciate the other side of it too. Attorney Fred Suhler: what these people are telling us is that in public interest they prefer not to have the path or an easement. Wouldn’t it be in the best interest to have an easement for utilities in the future? Engineer Joe Palen: for an easement, yes. If you are looking to maintain an easement over that, Fred can help you clarify that, but if you are looking to vacate the right of way, but have an easement dedicated, can you place an easement before vacation or do you vacate and then ask the property owner to dedicate an utility easement. Kevin: That is in sense what we are working on. Joe: Right of way and easement are two different things. Fred: Everyone is talking about sewer and water and you need an utility easement for that. Councilor Trish Shields: given the advice, I would like to amend and clarify the motion to enact 2016-1 that we extend or maintain a 40 foot public utility easement for 110 feet in length, (discussion about utility lines and where it all would be located) Councilor Trish Shields: this is strictly utility and safer because there will not be a walking path. Mayor Kevin McDermott amended to extend the utility easement 200 foot to cover our entire basis. (Discussion of where 200 feet would be – which would be to the hill going down to the shore line.) Engineer Joe Palen explained his side of pro and cons with the complication of the park. The utility easement to the lake shore would aid in the future access to water & sewer lines to the west side of housing of highway 52. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about the 40 foot utility easement down to the lake bed, would this be better? Engineer Joe Palen said it would be. Councilor Trish Shields said that what we would be changing is that instead of 20 foot, it would be 40 foot and it would be utility easement only. Mayor Kevin McDermott: amended as stands is to approve resolution 2016-1 with a 40 foot public utility easement from 1st Ave to 2nd Street NW westerly all the way to the lakebed shore, (discussion about private utilities being able to use this utility easement) voice vote all ayes, Councilor Beau Hanenberger abstain; note resolution 2016-1 passes.
2. Resolution 2016 -2 Supporting LGA Increase in 2016 
 Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Resolution 2016-2 supporting the LGA increase, Councilor Trish Shields second, voice vote all ayes, note 2016-2 passed
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:    Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that Gold Rush is still looking for a few people.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Eric Weis, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: February 1, 2016
2. FYI
· Ice Rink location, warming (consider next year at Oronoco Park). Councilor Trish Shields asked council to consider this. It is just an alert for right now. Would like to look at this when the park house is gone. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said that the rink is in really rough shape right now and is dangerous. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that the weather has not been cooperative for nice ice. He will talk with Cain and Rick to close it for now.
· Garden Park
· Edging play areas River Park and Riverwood Hills 
· Parks / Public Works: work more closely
· Disk Golf: two additional holes
· Picnic tables: repaint
· Eric Weiss Chair & Peter Sanders Co-Chair; Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Eric Weiss and Peter Sanders as chair and co-chair for the Parks Committee, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried. (Discussion about the trail connecting Cedar Woodlands to River Park that will not be completed due to low funds between Councilor Ryland Eichhorst and Councilor Trish Shields – it’s a non-issue, so it has been left as is for now.)
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
1. Dam Removal Delays:  weather and something to do with the core of engineers. We are not the only project that was shut down.
2. Application for Regional Parks and Trails: Workshop. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst wanted to bring this to council’s attention. He explained that we received medium ranking, I will work on this again and bring it to Council attention that we still want to pursue this. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that he is not sure if we should continue to attack this. (Discussion about putting this on hold; the work involved is a lot.) Councilor Trish Shields said that if he wishes to include her and Lake Shady Committee Chair Katie Dudley it would be beneficial for everyone. Mayor Kevin McDermott agrees that including Trish and Katie would be great.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Volunteer Appreciation Dinner up to $350 for approx. 30 people (it would be chicken, mashed potatoes, beans, and salad). Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to approve up to $350 max, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, (discussion on dates and including staff; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein will set the date.) all in favor, motion carried.
2. Citizen Award Nominee Committee
3. Tables: 8 under $1000 (repair and move old table downstairs; the tables downstairs are bubbled and have broken rough corners and need updating). Mayor Kevin McDermott: it’s in the budget. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve 8 tables under $1000, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, all in favor, motion carried.
4. Shredder approx. $300 (take old one to shop; the new one would hold 100 pages for shredding. The one the office has now does about 10 at a time). Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to approve up to $300 for a new shredder and move the old one to the shop, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. U-line Rugs: $840 one for CC and one for the shop (the one at City Hall would go to the shop) lowest estimate out of four. The rug for CC would be longer than the existing and the Shop needs one at each entrance, they are high quality and will last years. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion for up to $840 for U-line Rugs, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, all in favor, motion carried.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes: February 11, 2016

We set a public hearing for a lot split. Reviewed C.H Robinson site plan – the 2 driveway issue & why P&Z has not seen the building plans for the building. Also a resident inquiring about shed options.

N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: February 9, 2016
2. PI Joint Meeting Minutes:  1-21-2016
3. Wastewater Packets; request if more are required in the future. Packets are expensive to make. $4 to ship. Plus cost of supplies and cost of copies (over $400 in copies already alone). Already have made/sent out over 5 dozen packets. Reimburse city account from Rochester Sales account so it doesn’t affect the office budget. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to use Rochester sales tax dollars to reimburse for economic development copies, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
4.  Meeting February 8th @ State: Approval of Stantec’s fees, Council time and mileage. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst explained what the February meeting was about. It was an overview of how the Senate and House operate with hearings. We already gave the Senate our presentation, so we are covered there. There may be a possibility on the House side for a hearing to give our presentation on the wastewater project. That will happen sometime in the legislative session. I am asking for 2 votes, one is to cover the cost and expenditure of February the 8th, as well as going forward for another trip to St. Paul to cover Joe’s cost and mileage up to $700, just to cover us for some time in March or April. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the past fees for the February meeting, (Kevin: This is my fault, we knew there was a meeting coming, but it was after the January meeting to have voted on it. Going forward, I would like to see that member representatives of Water and Sewer are contacted to be allowed to attend these meetings; I want to make sure, no offense to Joe, if we can alleviate that expense, if we can get by without sending Joe. Trish stated that the City did hire a lobbyist to represent us, how much are we doubling up? Ryland: That’s a fare question. I have been in contact with the lobbyist and he stated that we are doing the right thing, making our presence known. He is for more of behind the scenes. Councilor Trish Shields asked for some kind of list as to what he has been doing. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said he does not use email, it’s mostly phone calls – I guess I can ask. Councilor Trish Shields said she doesn’t want to double up our efforts in places that are not necessary. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he understands there is going to be expenses but he wants to make sure the Council is watching the budget. I don’t want to send people places we may not need to be. Any emails that are talked about as far as going to meetings need to be sent to Sandy. She needs to be in the loop about meetings and conversations. We want to avoid having serial meetings. If Water and Sewer can put together an itemized idea, if someone needs to go to St. Paul, whatever we need to do, a month ahead of time, so we can send the right person or people. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked if this was the meeting that Senjem said Council was recommended to attend, all of Council? I’m fuzzy on which meeting that was. Ryland explained what the meeting is that is coming up. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: to Mayor Kevin McDermott concerns, it seems that they want to grasp the big picture and not the little issues that Engineer Joe Palen would know. I think Engineer Joe Palen’s efforts are needed elsewhere and not traveling. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
5.  Committee is requesting approval for up to $700.00 for travel to St Paul engineer’s fees, and $200 if CC only attends for House Investment Committee hearing. Does Engineer Joe Palen need to go? Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said we can get by without him. (Discussion on cost) Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve up to $300 for council to attend, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, amend for it to come out of Rochester Sales Tax money, all in favor, motion carried.
6. March 3rd listening session. (Ryland & Sheila may go with CC approval). Councilor Ryland Eichhorst explained the hearing. It is just a listening session. Councilor Trish Shields asked if it was available by radio or TV? Councilor Skyler Breitenstein is it critical since there is no input for this meeting? Ryland: If Council decides for us not to go, I will still be going at my expense. Councilor Beau Hanenberger made a motion for Councilor Ryland Eichhorst and Sheila to go up to $100, motion dies for lack of second.
7. Submit Project Areas G, J, K, L M to the Project Priority List.  Councilor Ryland Eichhorst explained what the list is. Deadline is March 4th. Sheila is working on it. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about expense. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve projects area G, J, K, L, and M to priority list, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
VII. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Cedar Woodlands II quit claim deed: Outlot B, request to take over roads. (The street light has not been installed by the entrance to the path; there is remaining seeding to be completed in the spring). Mayor Kevin McDermott: I have read through the Development Agreement. I have looked at it. I have concerns about people going to the park all hours of the night. The light is in the development agreement. Councilor Trish Shields asked about the boulders still being there. The boulders are there. Councilor Trish Shields said her concern is the opposite; it is easier to see what is going on in the area with light. Councilor Beau Hanenberger stated he sees it both ways with having the light pole there. Mayor Kevin McDermott: the people in the houses don’t want the light. We have already had vandalism. Councilor Trish Shields: It has been teenagers being teenagers. I can see both sides now. Kevin: This developer has put the 2nd lift on, completed the trail down to the park, has pretty much done everything and anything that has been required of him, and has been very good to work with. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the quick claim deed, Outlot B and not have the light installed, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second for discussion, (Discussion about installing light pole but not turn it on should we need it in the future & the development agreement. Beau: You don’t want to make the developer mad either. Engineer Joe Palen explained what the quick claim is for. Discussion on taking over the roads. Excepting certain stuff and not other stuff. Trish: suggested tabling part of it to allow the developer time to complete things. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst asked for it to be tabled. Discussion on plowing.) Mayor Kevin McDermott made a friendly amendment to accept the quick claim deed for Outlot B, clarify it is just accepting Outlot B, retracting the light and everything else, all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to sit on this till the April Council Meeting, friendly amend to May, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, all in favor, motion carried.
B. No Semi’s sign: 5th Street SW storage business (we had a complaint of a semi using the road to access the storage business, the police were called and with a sign they could ticket them on the spot). Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that there is an option to put a sign on our City Street Sign saying “No Semi’s”. There is an ordinance in place. Councilor Beau Hanenberger stated that if it’s in the business contract, do we need to do anything? Councilor Trish Shields said that that road has always been a private driveway and is now a public road. It is not set up for heavy duty traffic at all. The road is narrow. Do we encourage P&Z to come up with something for that particular road or roads like this in the City for the future? Explanation on where this road is. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said he thinks it’s a good idea to have P&Z take this on. Is this a public or private road? P&Z will have to figure that out.
C. Bevcomm: rate increase. Councilor Beau Hanenberger is frustrated with them. My thought is…I would like to try to solicit a different company to come into town. The service has been worse since Bevcomm has taken over. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: I don’t want to be the mean guy but suggested being careful as to what is said. Mayor Kevin McDermott: have the office check into it.
D. Legislative Action Day. Anyone what to attend should let Sandy know.
E. Copier (the City owns our existing but our contract is up in July). Mayor Kevin McDermott said it might be in our best interest to go it alone and not renew the contract. Councilor Trish Shields wants it serviced in June.
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. River Park Subdivision: Development Agreement (an agreement of who should meet with Jech needs to be determined; the meeting should answer many of the questions CC has and be brought back to the March meeting.) Mayor Kevin McDermott suggested 2 councilors and to have Sandy take notes. The meeting needs to be small. Mayor Kevin McDermott is abstaining from this meeting. Councilor Trish Shields suggest Councilor Skyler Breitenstein be involved because he is the calmest of us. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst would offer his time. Councilor Beau Hanenberger is concerned that Councilor Ryland Eichhorst should not attend because it’s a conflict of interest. Councilor Trish Shields is also concerned with that. Ryland: I appreciate the concern but we are not talking about types of assessments for the road. Trish: We are concerned about the appearance of conflict of interest because your property could gain from the result of what we are doing, so I too would say that it is not advisable. I would prefer the Council to stay away from giving that impression. Ryland: Gaining from what aspect? Trish: The access to your property, the road around your property. Trish asked Council if Beau is willing or if it should be herself going? Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to have Councilor Skyler Breitenstein and Councilor Trish Shields and see if we can get this meeting done in the next couple weeks to wrap this up before the March meeting, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, (discussion on what should be talked about so Jech is prepared for the questions – there is a list. Well and Roads will remain separate issues. We are after the roads. Council will give it one last shot with Jech.) All in favor, motion carried.
· Roads: final wear course
· Well
IX. NEW BUSINESS
A. C.H. Robinson building / easements and water line extension - update on meeting. Engineer Joe Palen explained the extension of the water main. They are considering two different routes. Engineer Joe Palen said either route will be fine. C.H Robison will be providing the plans. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about a contractor being involved with the project. Engineer Joe Palen said that there is a contractor. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about getting bids in advance and bringing it back to council. Engineer Joe Palen recommended getting quotes from several instead of going with one. Engineer Joe Palen suggested getting quotes on the hydrants as well. (Discussion on completing the water loop.)
B. Board of Equalization: April 25, 2016 from 4:30pm – 5:00pm.

X.CONSENT AGENDA*
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 1788 3rd Ave SW







foundation, submitted building plans
2. 823 River Park Ln SE





basement finish

3. 315 Pine Ridge Ct SW





bathroom
4. 50 MN Ave S








plumbing

5. 920 Woodlands Ln SE





basement finish

6. 1140 Istas Ln SW







fireplace

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting 1-19-2016
2. Special CC Meeting: 2-4-2016
D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI.  ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Trish Shields called meeting to adjourn at 8:57pm, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
______________________________________


____________________________________

Mayor















Clerk
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