November 15, 2016 Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco

Tuesday, November 15, 2016
Special City Council Public Hearing @ 6:45 pm

Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kevin McDermott opened the Regular City Council Meeting at 7pm
II. ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire 
Absent: Attorney Fred Suhler

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Kevin: Please add item - Electric from the well. It will be added under Water and Sewer N.4.
Beau: Add Cross walk to Streets and Roads L.2. I have some concerns about it.
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to accept the agenda with additions to N.4 and L.2, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Kevin McDermott opened the Public Hearing at 6:45pm
Dick Nelson at 115 2nd Ave NW: I don’t know how I can be assessed if I don’t have a service. The service is next to the fire hydrant. It’s not in my property. I am paying my fee, the $3000. There is a court case going on in St. Paul for the same thing. It’s about a service they didn’t get. I am asking for an exemption. We can go to litigation if it comes to that. I have no other recourse. (Dick read the letter he received in regard to curb stops back when it was installed in 2009). It was sent from Brett. He talked to Brett about the letter. My curb stop location states that it is in a gravel driveway. It’s not in the gravel driveway. It’s in a parking spot. I want it moved over in my yard. Brett refused to move it. There is a problem here. It’s harassment and a discrimination problem. I have had words with Engineer Joe Palen. These guys had a chip on their shoulder. I asked for adjustments. He put it across the street. Now I’m getting penalized because of these guys. What else can I do? It’s your job to address issues. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he did address it. It was addressed back when the water main was going in. (Discussion on when it was discussed.) Dick: There are all kinds of aspects to this whole thing. We spent 4 years on this council together. We have never had a dispute until your street vacation. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that this isn’t personal. (Discussion went back to rock blasting, when the line and curb stop were put in, and who decided where the curb stop was placed.) Dick: Either I get an exemption or we go to litigation. That’s the decision. This is upsetting to me. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that it will not be solved tonight. Dick said he will take this to court. I am not asking for much.
Dave Kemmer at the old school house on 2nd St SW: When they used dynamite on the east side of my place it loosened the plaster in my house and now it is all coming down. So if you go to sue (directing this toward Dick) I would like to be a part of that. I feel I am being also unfairly charged for something I am not getting. I am sitting on solid rock. I don’t want to hook up to water until the sewer comes in. I am not tearing things up twice, once for water and once for sewer.

Dick stated that the sewer line at his place is not in compliance. (He went on to explain why he thought it was not compliant.) Mayor Kevin McDermott said they will deal with that at another time. Your cases have been heard and we appreciate that. Thank you.

Mayor Kevin McDermott closed the Public Hearing at 7pm.
V. PUBLIC FORUM  

Mayor Kevin McDermott opened Public Forum at 7:01pm. After final call with no one coming forward, Public Forum closed at 7:03pm

VI. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  0
2. Meeting Minutes

3. Annual OFR meeting December 12, 2016; Mayor and City Clerk will be attending.
4. Fire Truck Lettering: $3380.50 (equipment fund). Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve $3380.50 out of the FD equipment fund for lettering, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion carried.
5. Pay. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept Fire Department, 1st responder, EOC and Council pay, Councilor Trish Shields second (discussion that any unforeseen meetings will be reimbursed at that time, can add budget meeting onto next council meeting) all in favor, motion carried.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 2 Runs:   0 city,   2 township
2. Meeting Minutes: meeting 
3. Blood Pressure Monitor: $3500 minus Gold Rush donation. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to accept the Blood Pressure Monitor, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor motion carried.
4. Pay: approved above.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
Olmsted County is having a power outage/storm meeting that they will attend.
E. PERSONNEL:  
1.  Committee Appreciation. It looks like I will be home in December and I wanted to throw it out to council to see when would be good to extend the invitation to council, staff and committee members. For those that don’t know, being such a small town, so much of what we do is a volunteer basis. It weighs a lot on not just council but committee members. Without them we wouldn’t get a lot of stuff done. We came up with the idea for a committee appreciation to say Thank You. (Discussion on dates and times) Decided on December 10th. An email will be sent out. Looking at 4:30/5pm.
2.  Council Pay: approved above.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 2016-15 Assessing Charges to Property Taxes for 2017. Council discussed the 2 cases during public forum. 
Case one: Councilor Beau Hanenberger feels that it is not placed in a good location. It is on the other side of the road. Engineer Joe Palen said that it’s been a long time but as he recalls, we met with all the residents and got approval before the curb stops were put in. Originally Dick’s curb stop was not placed there; it was moved across the street later at the residents’ request. Trish asked about cost to move it back across the road to his property. (Discussion on where the road ends. This was back in 2009 when this was originally done.) Engineer Joe Palen said it will be a few thousand dollars to change the location. Mayor Kevin McDermott remembers that it was moved to where Dick agreed to it. Trish would like to look at it and get feedback from Mr. Grabau. If Mr. Grabau remembers that and Engineer Joe Palen remembers that that is where the homeowner wanted it then it should be the homeowner to pay to move it. 
In the case of Dave’s concern about house damages during blasting, was there anyone else who came forward? Trish said that he approached her right when she became a council member. I do know that the location they placed his curb stop is in a bad location. It’s all lime rock. (Councilor Trish Shields discussed with Engineer Joe Palen to see if there would be other possible locations to move it to.) What is reasonable? Councilor Ryland Eichhorst feels that there is a time period to lodge complaint. Dave never made a formal complaint. It’s an old house and plaster cracks. It was back in 2009. There could be other reasons why it cracked. Like foundation settling. Mayor Kevin McDermott explained that there was 5 years in which to hook up to water. These charges are for just this year for not being connected. (Discussion on others who went through rock and are connected now.) Councilor Trish Shields makes motion that we pass resolution assessing charges with no exceptions aloud. (Discussion: Councilor Beau Hanenberger feels that we told them no discussion was going to made tonight. I feel I don’t have enough information since I wasn’t here at that time. Engineer Joe Palen said that this is time sensitive. Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire said this needs to be decided on now. Councilor Trish Shields feels that this should have been addressed earlier with these complaints. This was done in 2009 and it is now 2016. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein feels that from his recollection Engineer Joe Palen is right. Nothing came last year for a complaint.) (Discussion on setting a special council meeting.) Councilor Ryland Eichhorst feels the plaster cracking could be from something else. Engineer Joe Palen said he had 2 years in which to make a claim. Ryland asked if we can visit the residents. Councilor Trish Shields would like to visit the property as well. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that Mr. Grabau should be involved in this. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said that he would like Sandy to print out a map of Dick’s property. All opposed the motion on the table. Motion died. A Special City Council meeting is set for Tuesday the 29th at 6:30pm. Council will go together and it will be posted to look at the property. The girls will set it up with communication with Mr. Grabau.
2. Ordinance 2016-3 City Fees. To publish fee changes. Councilor Beau Hanenberger made a motion to accept Ordinance 2016-3 City Fees, Mayor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:   November 14, 2016. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein summed up the meeting with the changes in positions on the committee. The committee will now have a vacancy and it will be posted. It’s been a great committee. I appreciate everyone and all they have done.
2. Outstanding Citizens Committee – I do not have paperwork tonight. This may roll into early next year with the plaque. I will bring back the recommendation from the committee.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Eric Weiss, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes:  November 7, 2016. Trish summed up the meeting. The biggest discussion was about the bus shelters.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
Engineer Joe Palen said the contractor is scheduled to be there next week for the river restoration and dam removal. They are waiting for the water to recede a little.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
K. PUBLIC WORKS  
Mayor Kevin McDermott stated we hired a new public works person to work with Cain. He starts on the 28th.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Zumbro Hills Drive. Engineer Joe Palen clarified the over lay and to see if council wants to assess it. If you would like to get this done next year, would recommend getting a feasibility report done. The study comes up with the project cost. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst feels from a budget stand point this would be good to be aware of it. Engineer Joe Palen: it needs to be started sooner rather than later. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein feels that for himself he would expect to have to pay for it. I think it would behoove council to fund it this year. Engineer Joe Palen: it would be $1500 to $2000. It is money well spent. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: it would give the new council more factual information. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst motioned to proceed with the feasibility report on Zumbro Hills Drive from Stantec, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second with friendly amend it up to $2000; all in favor, motion carried.
2. Councilor Beau Hanenberger: the cross walk is not what we agreed on. The cars are swerving toward me and it makes it unsafe. I thought this was going to be brought back. Councilor Trish Shields: seen people stopping for that sign. I didn’t care for it in the middle of the road. It is poorly placed. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst: I have always seen it in the middle of the road. Logically you should be slowing down by the post office anyway since people cross there. Mayor Kevin McDermott said to have it picked up and removed for now. Councilor Trish Shields feels it could be put on the side. Direct Cain to remove it and put it on the side of the road.

M.  PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes: November 10, 2016. Councilor Beau Hanenberger hit a few points of the meeting. A resident wants a gazebo in the front yard. They are relooking at the ordinances. Another discussion was about signs. P&Z requested Attorney Fred Suhler to look at it. Councilor Beau Hanenberger had talked with Sandy as well. They need clarification on which ordinance supersedes each other. Flood zone info and drafting a pool ordinance was also discussed.

N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: canceled
2.  3rd Ave SW loop bids. Fitzgerald was the low bid. There will be minor engineering fees. It is in the budget and it can be done this year. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve 3rd Ave SW loop, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second for discussion, discussion on drawing – if the line is in the middle of the street. It will come out of WAC / SAC fund; all in favor, motion carried. Discussion on it being done this year and if Engineer Joe Palen had heard of the company. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Fitzgerald for the project, Councilor Beau Hanenberger  second, Councilor Trish Shields amend for bid amount plus engineering fees with Engineer Joe Palen on site; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Riverwood Hills looping (feasibility study): in progress. 
4. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the Pine quote to complete the well house electrical in River Park, Councilor Trish Shields second, Councilor Beau Hanenberger abstained from voting but added that everyone would know what I would vote if I could vote; all in favor, motion carried.

VIII. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
1. Property Complaint on 3rd Street SW. City staff would like council direction. Rebecca gave the background on this. Staff has looked into church and organizations for help, but cannot find one. The resident has been cited once by the deputy. Councilor Trish Shields suggested contacting the County. She has numbers. This can be brought back to council next month for an update.
2. CEDA contract renewal 2017. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to accept the contact renewal, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Tax forfeited Riverwood Hills property. There is not a filling fee as originally expected. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to accept the Tax Forfeited property in Riverwood Hills, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
4. Bevcomm rate increase. FYI. Councilor Beau Hanenberger expressed his disgust last year. Service is poor. I would still like to see another provider. Councilor Trish Shields feels the same as Beau. There is no competition and the rates always are raised. Fiber optics is not on this side. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst has had pretty good service. He is unsure if the rate would be better if there were competitors. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein directed to have staff draft letters to solicit other companies. Councilor Trish Shields feels soliciting is good and it makes things more honest.
IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. SE MN Together: FYI

X. NEW BUSINESS.  
1. Employee Drug testing. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: I could suggest council drug testing too. (It was a joke.) As many of you are aware that we have had employee turnover. It has been suggested that employees have used non-legal substances but there is no fact. It was suggested that we reevaluate this with a better policy. This company is highly recommended from League of MN Cities. This company only charges for those at random testing. The test is shipped over night and results are back before 7 days. Councilor Beau Hanenberger believes it is faster than that. There are State requirements that require proper language. This company will look at that too. The general thinking is that it will detour people from using. I don’t have concerns with council or staff. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked if it would be completely random. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that it can be drug, alcohol and it may skip a month and than the next quarter, it could be 2 employees getting tested. The other option is having it done before employment. We only have general language in our personnel policy. Councilor Trish Shields said that the personnel policy was given to everyone on council; I felt that our policy needs to be looked at for a number of reasons. We should also have a pre-employee form to states they will be drug and alcohol free when representing the City. I asked the policy be printed out and to have every one bring back suggestions to bring it to modern day. Staff will look at it also. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to agree to this contract - contract is yearly, 30 day notice of cancelation, extra fees for late payment or if a medical review officer is needed, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
2. $20 new monthly fee for Pace payment system. It was free and now there is a fee. Mayor Kevin McDermott feels it is a great system for the people. (Discussion on having to pay a fee and not really liking it. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein feels that it is double paying.) Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to do research and bring it back next month to see if there is another company with less charges.
3. Starting switch over to Pine Island Bank. FYI
XI.CONSENT AGENDA* Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 440 1ST Ave NE




new construction
2. 790 Woodlands Ln SE


new construction

3. 1135 1st Street NW



plumbing / alterations

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting 10-18-2016
2. Special CC Meeting 11-10-2016

D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to adjourn at 8:25pm, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
_________________________________

_____________________________
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