October 18, 2016 Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco

Tuesday, October 18, 2016
Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kevin McDermott called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 7pm
II. ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire.
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein joined via IPad.

Absent: none
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Kevin McDermott made an addition to L.4 under Streets and Roads for River Park road damage. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition to L.4, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Dan Ondler at 135 1st Ave NW: I was going through the city council minutes. There is a lot of anagrams in the minutes. If no one knows what it is, then it’s hard to understand the meeting minutes. Suggested to spell it out first and then can abbreviate later in the minutes. It would help people who don’t know what’s going on.
Mayor Kevin McDermott - 3rd call. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott closed Public Forum at 7:03pm

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Rick Carmack
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  0
2. Meeting Minutes

3. Furnace & carbon monoxide detection. Dan gave the background & more information was in the council packet. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve 1, 2, 4 and 5. We are leaving 3 out. The budget is about used up this year. #3 will come back for the beginning of next year. It will come from Fire Department and 1st Responders for funding. Total cost is $11,675. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second for discussion. (Discussion on budget) Councilor Trish Shields friendly amend that FD get approval from First Responders to take from their budget; Mayor Kevin McDermott friendly amend that if EMR does not approve then 5 & 4 will be done immediately with the Fire Department budget and to set aside money for 1 & 2 for next year to be completed with next years budget; all in favor, motion carried.
4. Tables $689.36 FD Equipment Fund. Dan had $600 in donations came in. Fire Department replaced all the tables. Donated old tables to the church. Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the purchase of the tables for $689.36 out of the equipment fund, Mayor Kevin McDermott second for discussion; talked about the truck payment and needing to add money to that account to cover it by the end of the year; all in favor, motion carried.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs:  0 city,   3 township
2. Meeting Minutes:  3 members were re-certified.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
Portable generator was purchased and so was a portable sump pump.
E. PERSONNEL:  
1. Pine Island Bank: proposal of service. Interest rate is better. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve switching to Pine Island Bank, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, (discussion: Councilor Trish Shields feels its minor but would like for PI to do an even exchange of checks at no charge) all in favor, motion carried.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 2016-14 Calling for a Public Hearing for Assessing Charges to Property Taxes for 2017. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Resolution 2016-14 Calling for a Public Hearing for assessing charges to property taxes for 2017, Councilor Trish Shields second; (Date of hearing is Nov. 15th at 6:45pm) voice vote all ayes. Resolution 2016-14 passed.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:   October 10, 2016. Donations are still being discussed.
2. Outstanding Citizens Committee – Several nominations came in. Do not have a final recommendation yet to bring to council.
3. Gathering Permit: garage sales during Gold Rush. The background is that one resident paid for the Gathering Permit to have a garage sale during Gold Rush. 9 other residents during DOGR did not get permits. How do we enforce this? Skyler does not like that part of the ordinance but Fred has stated that everyone needs to be treated the same from venders to residents having garage sales. Can garage sales be excluded, but then will others say they are having a garage sale when they are vendors? Attorney Fred Suhler said the bigger issue is what you do when an ordinance is violated. There is a section in the ordinance that covers ordinance violations. The City should fine and show others that rules need to be followed. At this moment, if you violate the ordinance it is a misdemeanor. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst feels we need to share the information on the Gold Rush and City sites and let people know it’s no different than getting a dog license. It is an ordinance. I don’t think we need to fine but we need to make people aware of it. Skyler felt it needed to be addressed and clarified for the homeowner that did pay for the Gathering Permit.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Eric Weiss, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes:  October 3, 2016
2. Playground composite material vs. engineered wood. Parks is still looking at this.
3. Bus shelters. Parks committee feels these need a lot of work. Glass parts are missing and need to be replaced with Plexiglas. Needs cleaning and needs to be painted. Suggested to put them in place first and then fix them on location.
4. Ice Rink: location. Parks are willing to keep it at the Community Center as long as the light stays fixed and that the bus shelter be placed as a warming house. Mayor Kevin McDermott went over with council where the locations of the other bus shelters will be placed. As time goes we can work on the bus shelters as they are placed at the parks. There are signs on them and Parks doesn’t want anyone getting confused. They would like the sign taken care of right away.
5. Garden Park: clean-up. Lance is putting in a request to DOGR for the purpose of Garden Park. That’s just an FYI.  Fall clean-up is not planned as of yet. There are tires still at the park that need to be removed. That is on the target list. Lance has requested those funds to dispose of them. Ryland asked about the court. Trish stated that the basketball court was paved today. Painting will be done soon.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
Lake Shady Committee did do a clean-up. We thank Chuck VanHolten, Ashley Asvig and Demonte Asvig - who is just a little 6 year old, and Katie Dudley. It went very well. Kevin: It looks very nice - a big Thank You. Council would like a thank you card sent to Chuck. Skyler asked if this was the last year for clean-up. Trish: We are looking strong at that because it’s been so hard to get people to help but at the same time it’s also rewarding for those of us that do it; I feel that – I like getting the young people involved. I think it gives good civic leadership skills. Skyler: Line up! Young people appreciate doing it in town too but I just want to make sure that if you decide it’s not going to continue that we as a council do send thank yous to everyone not only for recent but past years too because that’s been huge all these years. Katie and Ron fuller have really been instrumental in keeping that going and staying with it all these years. Big hats off to both of them. Council said: Thank you!
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Heaters in council chambers are not working right. We have just shy of $13,000 in the budget. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like to approve up to $10,000 to repair or replace the 2 heaters in the chambers. (Discussion on heater upstairs for comparison), Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
2. Boiler Repair; Cain will take care of that.
K. PUBLIC WORKS  
1. Shop land:  drop this till spring or at someone’s request.
2. Shop. Budget is tight. Readdress it for next year.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. 3rd Street SE & MN Ave driveway intersection. Engineer Joe Palen: looking at cost, it is not ideal. The solution would be directing access to the north. Given that traffic volume is low; my thought is to leave it as is. Councilor Beau Hanenberger feels that it is a blind intersection and he is concerned about this. Engineer Joe Palen said that if people follow traffic law it wouldn’t be a concern. Councilor Trish Shields feels that this is a big issue because the homeowner tried to shut down the access without going through the proper channels. I feel it would be really problematic for Jason with plowing. I feel that the cost is too much for the City right now. Councilor Beau Hanenberger was wondering if there is some communication we can send. Councilor Trish Shields stated that the City has been in constant communication with them. We have let them know that they cannot block access. That the road is not vacated. We continue to address it as problems come up. I am not  saying to give up but at this point our budget does not have the funds. (Discussion on what gets plowed in that area). Councilor Trish Shields: this is not what I’d like to do but leaving it would be the best for the City. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that it can be brought back if need be in the future.
2. 2nd Ave NW ditch by City Council. There are a few options. (Council went over the options with Engineer Joe Palen) Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to bring it back in the spring with a bid and quote for drain tile – discussion on options and effectiveness with drain tile – Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. East Center Street Culvert & others; Have Cain and Jason take a closer look to this. Engineer Joe Palen said he looked at it with Cain. Culverts need to be cleaned and put a riser on it. Feels it needs to be dealt with this fall to get a handle on it this spring. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion for Cain and Jason to work with Joe to complete this. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second; all in favor, motion carried.
4. River Park cul-de-sac road. Contractor damaged the new road. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like the contractor made aware and that the road needs to be repaired. Engineer Joe Palen has an idea on how to handle that. Also to add this on to the list on the Building Permit that any damage to the road must be paid by the contractor. We need to make it clear to people to respect the road. (Discussion on what clarifies it being on a permit.) Engineer Joe Palen said that MNDOT does a letter of credit should something go wrong. Fred doesn’t think this idea applies to the City. (Discussion on if it’s something the inspector could take pictures of over the process of building.) Attorney Fred Suhler said to just contact them to fix it and if they don’t they will get sued. That usually works. (Discussion on options to address this.) Councilor Skyler Breitenstein feels that for Kevin’s motion that it will hold them to a standard to not damage the road and if they do, that it won’t be a surprise when we come with a bill. Kevin: When we issue a building permit, there are items listed on there. Various items that need to be done and taken care of. And I think we need to add that on there and make all the contractors aware that we are going to watch our investment in our roads and they will be responsible. Councilor Beau Hanenberger doesn’t think it’s too much to ask. I don’t think it would be viewed as a threat. All in favor, motion carried. Engineer Joe Palen clarified to get a quote to fix it. It is new pavement that is damaged. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve up to $500 to repair the damage to the surface and send letter to contractor to deal with that, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes: October 13, 2016 (meeting canceled)
2. River Bend Preliminary Plat Public Hearing 
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: October 11, 2016. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst went over meeting. Pine Island is up for elections, so not sure if there will be new council and mayor but will continue to talk with them in regard to sewer. Our November meeting is cancelled. We are continuing to put the Wastewater project in front of the governor’s office. We are drafting a letter to the Oronoco residents identifying the issues. We are also looking into information on a United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) low interest loan. Unsure if it’s a possibility. W&S are still working on hitting the bonding for 2017 and 2018. They have also been in contact with MPCA in regards to our MOU.
2.  Cedar Woodlands loop estimate. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like to start to address it in the spring because there is not much in the budget. Engineer Joe Palen said the process takes up to 2 months. Councilor Trish Shields motioned to revisit the Cedar Woodlands loop as of March 2017. Friendly amend it back to February to meet bidding in March. Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried. 
3.  3rd Ave SW loop estimate. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to get quotes and soil borings from Engineer Joe Palen for 3rd Ave loop – Engineer Joe Palen had concerns about rock, to do soil borings; that way it is bid into the construction. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst asked if it can be done this year. Engineer Joe Palen said it is unlikely before it freezes but we can bid it and award it this year for work next year or we could have a nice winter. This will be funded by the water fund. Councilor Trish Shields second; Joe: since we are out there, there is a culvert on the C.H Robinson site that needs addressing. Kevin friendly amends to add that to the job quote; all in favor, motion carried.
4. Riverwood Hills looping (feasibility study). RWH has all dead end mains there. There are 3 options but all require easement acquisitions. The report will figure out what routes are viable and what it costs. The feasibility report will help with that. The cost is about $1500, nothing complicated. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve $1,500 for a feasibility study for River Wood Hills looping for next council to have that completed, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second for discussion; (Discussion: how long the study would be good for, Engineer Joe Palen said it will last, construction cost will change. This will help improve the water flow. Engineer Joe Palen feels it will be important for subdivision coming in because it will strengthen the system for subdivisions like the River Bend Subdivision or others coming into that area.) All in favor, motion carried.
5. Carlson connection. Mayor Kevin McDermott approved to start billing the base cost, the monthly fee starting next month, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
6.  Backup Generator or Hookup capability for a portable generator - River Park Well: $50,000 & Riverwood Hills: $70,000. This is FYI for future council. Mayor Kevin McDermott feels that if it is needed, MN Warn will help bring in what is need in an emergency situation. We could also rent a generator. Engineer Joe Palen said that most communities have a generator. With sewer coming, maybe waiting until then, so you get something that serves all your needs. PCA would require it when you get sewer. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said that there may be grant money. I have no problem tabling it for the future. It is not good timing now but to keep it in the forefront. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that ideally it would be nice to have it on different sub stations.
7.  Schedule for pulling the RP well pump to conduct maintenance per the River Park well: just under $16,000, agreement with Journey Development. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve pulling and maintenance for the RP well that was part of the agreement with Jech. (Discussion about the bid, if there was something extra that was being done. Was it an updated pump? Council went over the bid.) All in favor, motion carried.
8. Badger Meter contract renewal: $1050. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the Badger Meter contract renewal for $1050, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
1. Committee Thank you dinner. Looking at a weekend in Nov.
2. Tax forfeited property. A piece in River Wood Hills. If it goes to public auction the homeowner or developer will get it cheap. We have to pay a $250 application fee. Councilor Trish Shields motioned that the City let both tax forfeited properties go to public auction, Mayor Kevin McDermott second for discussion. (Councilor Ryland Eichhorst and Engineer Joe Palen said it feels like a critically important piece in future land use. Councilor Trish Shields feels it is not our issue. We have a right to it for $250 and not let it go to public auction. Engineer Joe Palen said it is essentially right of way. You could extend the road – its public use. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein feels it could be let go to auction. If we put in the application for $250 it would be the cities but it has to be used for public use. Discussion continued on public use and maintaining land. The maps are different. Questioning which map is correct.) Motion died. Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to get clarification on intended use of future land use or drive and property lot lines, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; (council has 60 days to decide) all in favor, motion carried.
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Oronoco Economic Design Day - discussion about honorarium for Design Expert resources. We are sending gift bags with Oronoco items. This is just an FYI.
IX. NEW BUSINESS.  
A. Highway sign - Southbound at Exit 64 - cost estimate. Have not heard from MNDOT. (Discussion on brick sign and putting “Oronoco” on the highway sign, bottom of County 12/112 sign – communicate to MnDot for both.)
B. LMC 2016 Regional Meeting: $45. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion for Ryland to attend the LMC 2016 Regional Meeting, friendly amend for any new (future) council members to attend if they wish; all in favor, motion carried.
C. Tilly’s and Oronoco Gas ‘N Go liquor license. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
D. 2017 Fee schedule. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept 2017 Fee schedule with change of water rate and $5 for flat fee for the well, (Ryland asked about something in the packet he seen that was missed for the MN Association of Small Cities membership form. Kevin stated that we also go with LMC (League of MN Cities). Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to let it slide by. Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried. (Going back to the 2017 Fee schedule motion.) Councilor Beau Hanenberger second; all in favor, motion carried.
X.CONSENT AGENDA*  Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 440 1st Ave NE








demo
2. 40 3rd Street SW







convert garage to family room

3. 309 12th Ln SW








addition

4. 820 River Park Ln SW





new construction

5. 940 Cedar Point Ln SE





basement finish
6. 255 1st Ave NE








Alterations

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting 9-20-2016
2. Special City Council Meeting 10-11-2016
D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Beau Hanenberger motioned to adjourn at 8:37pm, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion passed.
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