March 17, 2015Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Kevin McDermott - Meeting called to order at 7:00pm
II. ROLL CALL
Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst, Attorney Fred Suhler, Stantec Engineer Gary Morien, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Addition to Fire Department agenda. Moving section M to right after F. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst made a motion to accept the agenda with additions and changes, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Stan Elwood in River Park subdivision - 615 Forest View LN SE  in a cul-de-sac: We have concerns with the Heng machine shed going in. It is in clear view out of our kitchen and dining room window. I have pictures if you would like to see them. We do not live directly next door but we share a common water way. I was not aware of the shed going in until the recent letter. Everyone sat down with Jech and it was explained to us and everyone in the community. Everything is very clear. A machine shed is not accepted in the covenants. The petition I signed was against circle driveways last year for that neighborhood. There is a lot of talk about whether it is going in or not. It is considered a machine shed because of its size. I understand that it would be nice to have some kind of shed so that equipment and trucks are parked off the street, but this is a commercial business. They spent a lot of money for no reason. The size of the shed is very tight in the property. It’s not functional. The other concern is that if this comes through, with a driveway this steep, mowing over the driveway, the sand and gravel will get kicked into my back yard. I would like to see it concreted or have black top. Being a lawn business, there will be chemical storage. From what I imagine the shed will be pretty close to the water way and I’m concerned about chemicals getting into the water way. I would also like to see something planted like spruce for coverage, like a 15 foot tree spaded in professionally. I would like to see no permit excepted until all the rules are followed. I would like a list of fines and who enforces if these things are not followed. Who does this? Jech? I would like to see the City’s help and involvement. Council thanked Stan.
Brian Johnson in River Park subdivision - 750 Timberline Dr SE: This is about the same issue. This is a very sought after development even for Rochester. You need to ask - Is it going to affect the property in 5 to 10 years down the line? There is a lot of money on the line with homeowners. There are a lot of kids in this neighborhood and there are a lot of trailers and trucks going in and out of that place. It’s a safety concern.  It’s hard to believe that something like this would pass. I know people in Rochester who are interested in property in River Park. This will affect everyone. If one does this, it will snowball. I don’t want to see it commercial residential.
Dave Bowman in River Park subdivision – 695 River Park Pl SE:  It seems we have businesses opening up with hart-co and others out there. There are many issues with trailers and Bobcats sitting outside. How do we get notices about these meetings? Mayor Kevin McDermott explained that it was published for the public hearing. Notices are only set to those in 350 feet of the property the public hearing is about. Mr. Bowman said he would like to see the whole subdivision get notices for things like this. I understand they would like a shed but they could keep it proportional. The shed will be bigger than the house. 

Mayor Kevin McDermott asked for 3rd call

Stan Elwood: Why only a 350 feet notification? We are a subdivision. What effects one will affect another.

Attorney Fred Suhler explained why they only go 350 feet. The City cannot enforce covenants. He continued on with examples of situations and why the City and covenants is different and how it works. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that what the Council strictly governs is our own City Ordinances. That is where the variance portion comes in. The City cannot govern your specific covenants. (Group discussion on the height of the shed and square footage.)
Mayor Kevin McDermott closed public forum at 7:23pm.
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Lee Rossman; not present.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. 2 Runs: 1 house and 1 car fire.
2. Meeting Minutes

3. New truck update. $27,000 donation to go in truck fund.
4. R&M Vehicles: $3313.35

5. Truck/pump testing/servicing update. 
6. Pre-approval to attend FDIC 4/22-25 (Indianapolis), 4 guys, estimated $1500. This will come out of the training fund. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked if the estimate will be enough? Fire Chief Dan Sundt thinks it will. (Discussion on rental cars and prices.) Mayor Kevin McDermott said that as long as it’s close because you only have about $4,000 left in your budget. This will be non-reimbursed because it is out of State. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked if they need 4 guys to go. Trish asked if there will be 4 guys in one room. Fire Chief Dan Sundt said yes but he is still looking into cost. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that maybe there should be a cushion in case? Councilor Beau Hanenberger made a motion to approve the attendance of FDIC for up to $1600 and what is not used will stay in the training fund, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
7. Sisell benefit this Saturday, Mar 21st, 8-12 at the Firehall. The Sisell’s have many expenses that were not covered.
8. Free C.O. detector event, Saturday, Mar 28th starting at 10 AM. Small discussion on how many c.o. detectors you should have and where they should be placed.
9.  Sending out a recruitment post card, expense may get close to $500 depending on how many   get sent out. Under general fund. 1st responders will split the cost. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve up to $500, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a friendly amendment for $250 out of the Fire Relief Fund and $250 out of the General Fund, all in favor, motion carried.
10.  Multiple mutual aide meetings coming up
11.  Bought a new freezer out of the Relief Fund after the energy audit. Trying to save on the electric bill when we can.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 5 Runs:  1 City & 4 Township    
2. Meeting Minutes; donations and papers need to be signed. Cost between Fire Department and First Response for the bill for coats.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to split the cost between Fire Department and 1st Response for the coats, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director. Storm watch March 31st, 2015 at 6 or 6:15pm, open to the public at the Event Center.
E. PERSONNEL 
1. Meeting Minutes:  personnel policy PTO verbiage addition. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Do to my absence, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein and I haven’t had a chance to meet and discuss. Will bring it back to Council when we are ready.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes: March 9, 2015
2. City-Wide Gold Rush Ordinance; public roundtable meeting to be held April 29, 2015 @ 6:30pm at Oronoco Community Center.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Ryan Cradick, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: March 2, 2015
2. April 25 Garden Park Clean-up; Stantec will mark the east property line. Garden Park is located on 1st Street SE that was flooded in 2010 and in the process of being cleaned up to turn it into a public park. The public is welcome to volunteer. We usually start at 9am and meet at the park. (Discussion on property line. It is now marked by Stantec.) 
3. Parks is also looking for new members that are interested in being on the Parks Committee.
4. Garden Plots for the public are in the works at Garden Park and please look for updates on the City Website.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
1. MOU: Riverine Restoration FTP site forwarded. Gary Morien from Stantec – Plans are 95% complete. Maps are in the hands of the MN Department of Resources and doing a final review. The parking area around dam - originally the thought was using what was existing and adding, but now we are thinking it will get beat up by construction and we think we would like to rebuild it. (Showed plan and explained. Discussion on DNR and County involvement. Discussion on what to do with the sediment and the thought to move it to the wetland and what that involves. MnDot is asking for a sediment plan and having a dredge permit. Pictures need to be taken for historic information for a kiosk. Core permit for this project has a 6mo. time frame. Mayor Kevin McDermott explained why the dam is being removed and the public hearing meetings Oronoco has had already and that usually they have a monthly meeting, but nothing has happened in a while, so we can put the meeting dates out there as we go in the process. Discussion on if you remove the sediment off site instead of putting it on the wetland. Trish would like to see the wetland not damaged or have any loss of it.)
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
Doors will be installed tomorrow.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City Shop; progress update.  Attorney Fred Suhler said it was his fault for not following up on things and should have things back on track next week. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that hopefully we can make headway on this thing. Please keep Sandy informed.
2. Mower: trade in recommend low bid. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Hilltop Repair and Services take the older mower in on trade, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, small discussion on trade, all in favor, motion carried.
3. Ramps for trailer; $800. It is not in the budget. Mayor Kevin McDermott is looking at it as a possible comp claim if someone gets injured. It could come out of tool and equipment for new shop. Discussion on if it is aluminum. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein had personally talked with this contractor. It is steel. I have an issue with this. We have ramps right now. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said if they are steel now, what is the benefit? It wouldn’t be lighter. Discussion continued. Tabled. Council would like to see more bids.
4. Peristaltic Chemical pump; $526. We need this one on hand. Mayor Kevin McDermott made motion, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Road Turnback; Council thanked Ryland for attending the meeting. Ryland notes – allowed 2 minutes to talk at the meeting. Touched on high points. Thoughts were that this needs to be worked out. The resolution was discussed with Senator Senjem because one was not passed. Follow up was that the Senator was unsure how much leverage he would have with County Commissioners. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked where we go then? Did Dave say? I am getting angry about this now. We are not getting headway and this is not acceptable work. I will give Dave a call. Thank you for making this meeting Ryland.
2. Sealcoating 2015:  estimates up to $47,500. ($50,000 slated in CIP). Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion for Joe to start on getting estimates for 2015 sealcoat for $47,500, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, all in favor, motion carried.
3. Shouldering 2015:  estimates will be brought in April. With Cain being down for a while, maybe we can have this in April -to get estimates soon.
4. West Side Bridges: painting & debris removal. Recommended from State. Joe recommend we wait till spring floods to go through and reevaluate at that time. (Small discussion on how this came about.)
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes:  March 12,  2015
2. Public Hearing - Heng garage height Variance: Councilor Beau Hanenberger stated that at the public hearing, a bunch of people showed up to voice their frustration against it. Also several letters against it including what was said tonight. We tabled it because of the covenants. There is a 60 day rule we were unaware of otherwise we may have voted. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that the strong recommendation from then and last summer, it was strongly suggested to the River Park Subdivision to create a Homeowners Association and talk to Jech. The City has to adhere to the Ordinances. The attorney stated that there are multiple avenues you may still pursue regardless. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said that after talking to Jech, Jech is open to a Homeowners Association. It was a good conversation. I think that is good for all of us that he is willing to do that. The covenants is an official document registered at the court house. There is information but it is not all identified in the covenants. Attorney Fred Suhler thinks it will be more of a lawsuit situation and doesn’t believe the Police Department can enforce certain things. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that a formal council member that is a builder has given false information at the public hearing. What we didn’t get to address is what factors are included in being a variance. Mayor Kevin McDermott applauds all the things on the covenants and its made clear that we can’t deal with the covenants; what we have before us is the height variance. Bottom line is that if we allow one, I don’t know, in my opinion if we need a motion on the table, I can make a motion. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to deny the Heng variance, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, (Discussion on league of MN Cities about variances about utility sheds in residential areas and what is stated in the ordinance as fact. Discussion on what qualifies in a variance and what is in the Ordinance. The fact is that the variance for that shed does not fall in the guidelines as being qualified by any of the 4 conditions in the ordinance.) All in favor, motion carried.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  February 24, 2015 & March 10, 2015. 
2. MOU:  MPCA & County updates; County Board votes on the SSTS tonight.
3. Sewer timeline: Joe put together a timeline for the 2 alternative projects – Pine Island approach or the City approach. We have spent more time on the Oronoco plan. A lot goes into planning for site selection. Pine Island approach - has a task force put together now and the first meeting is Tuesday the 24th at 6pm here. People are welcome to come listen.
4. Sample: joint wastewater agreement between Mantorville/ Kasson and others to get reference points.
5. Water and Sewer meetings have moved to 2nd Tuesdays of the month.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A.  Lighting for City Sign: grant updates. No luck on grants so far. Looked into several. Still working on it. Discussion on options. Tabled.
B.  Audio system: staff is getting estimates for review.
C.  OCUS bill. Fred did not send out any letters. Feels it was a waste of time to respond.
D.  Cedar Woodlands septic. Fred called but no call was returned. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked Attorney Fred Suhler to call again.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Question on Berg building with Water Bill. Looking for an update. He was sent another letter notifying him that if he continues to ignore the letters and not pay the bills, it will get assessed to his taxes. 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Procedure for cool water temps. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like to review it for next year. Table it.
B. Frozen Hydrant in Riverwood Hills Lane SW. Should staff get estimates to lower? The line is too low and will freeze every year. Mayor Kevin McDermott explained the back ground on this hydrant. Discussion on City or developer responsibility. It falls on the City. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein would like to request public works staff to contact rural water for free system checks that were supposed to be done last year.
IX. CONSENT AGENDA* - (Discussion on wording in ordinance on building height.) Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 730 River Park Place SE



basement finish
2. 1170 Istas Ln SW





fireplace

3. 875 Cedar Pt Ln SE




basement finish

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting:  2-17-2015
D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI.  ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to adjourn at 9:04pm, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.
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